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Signals from the 

Commodore 
 

The summer seems to be flying by, 
as usual. The water level seems to 

be holding and the weather has been 
cooperating. 

 

Congratulations to all the Skippers and 
Crews that represented PYC at the Sodus Bay Hospice 

Regatta. Check out the details in 

Nick's article.  
Thanks again to Earl for helping all of us to gain a better 
appreciation and understanding of how our club finances 
work.  Be sure to read the next installment later in this 
edition. 
 

We are doing well with filling the harbor and also inching 
toward our membership goals.  Keep up the good work. 
 

Continue to enjoy our summer and stay safe. 
Fred 

 

P 

Calendar 
1-Jul Fri First Friday Happy Hours 

2-Jul Sat Women's Skipper Race  
7-Jul Thu Last Spring Race/Fleet Captain's Picnic 

9-Jul Sat Moon Race (Skippers' Meeting) 
14-Jul Thu Summer Race Series Begins (x9) 
15-17-Jul Pultneyville Homecoming Weekend 

16-Jul Sat Lake Ontario 300 

  Commodore’s Challenge 

  Fundraiser for Lotus 

25-31-Jul LYRA Week 

5-Aug Fri First Friday Happy Hours 

www.Pultneyvilleyachtclub.org 

 

P 

Membership News 
It’s hard to believe we’re already into 
July and summer is definitely in full 
swing.  Hopefully you’ve had a 

chance to enjoy the boating season 
and the PYC activities.  It’s so great to 

see the racers out on the Lake on Thurs-
day evenings in all their glory!  The First Friday Happy 

Hours have been well attended and a great way to 
greet and meet new members!  Hopefully we’ll see you 
there! 
 

I am pleased to report that we have a new member to 
welcome into the Club.  Paul Birch has very recently 
purchased Celtic Wind from Pedro and is looking for-
ward to many new adventures.  Paul has always loved 
being around the water.  He purchased his first boat at 

Flares from the  
Vice Commodore  

 

July is coming in 
hot!!! 
 

I look forward to 
seeing everyone 

at Friday Night Happy Hour! Might we 
move the festivities to the breezy north pointe should it be 
too hot for a fire!!!??? 

 

COMMODORE’S CHALLENGE 
and Car Display 

July 16, 2022  

 

Bragging rights to best sign sup-
porting our Commodore!!  
PYC will host our neighbors from 

PMI for happy hour immediately following the race! 

Please bring an appetizer or snack to share.  We will park 
those custom, classic, British, antique, cars/trucks/
motorcycles in any designated parking spot around the 
club!    
 

AUGUST 

First Friday Happy Hour (8/5) 
Commodore’s Brunch (8/20) 
Harbor Lights Night (8/20); hosted by last year’s winners: 
Charlie and Cailin 

 

SEPTEMBER 

First Friday Happy Hour (9/2) 
General Membership Meeting (9/10) 
September Social Event with musical guest “Mark Cellura 
& Chris Ott Band” www.facebook.com/CelluraOtt 
 

The cure for anything is salt water; sweat, tears, or the 
sea.— Isak Dinesen 

Tanya 

EAnn78Cat27@gmail.com 



LAKE SOUNDINGS is published monthly for PYC members, February 
through December. Letters to the Editor, suggestions, commentaries, 
wit, memoirs, tales, seaworthy tips and maritime art are welcome. 
Submissions will be edited and published as space, temperament and 
accommodations allow  
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Special thanks to those who have contributed to this issue 
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Fred Bertoni - Commodore 
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Charlie Capizzi - Rear Commodore 

Leslie Phillips - Secretary 

Garland Nichols - Treasurer 

Nick Harkola - Fleet Captain 

Notes from the Fleet 

Captain 
 

The race fleet is really getting into the 
swing of things. Five boats from our club 

competed in the Sodus Bay Yacht Club 
Challange Cup & Hospice Regatta. All PYC 

boats took top three finishes in their divisions. PYC won 
2nd place in the Challange Cup, behind only OYC.  High 
Life and Amandla placed 2nd and 3rd overall for white 
sails. All in all, our racers won 12 flags over the weekend 
between one spinnaker division and two genoa divisions. 
Congrats to Amandla III, High Life, Rocinante, 
Waahuu, and Walkabout! 

 

We have a busy calendar for July. The Woman Skipper 
race is July 2nd. The Spring Series Picnic is July 7th af-
ter our Thursday night race. The Moon race is resched-
uled for July 9th with a 6pm skippers meeting. Commo-
dores Challange is July 16th (note: we are still looking for 
two evenly matched boats to use in the race).  
 

Lastly, the LYRA regatta (One of the biggest sailing re-
gattas on Lake Ontario) is hosted by SBYC this year. LY-
RA distance races start the week of July 25th and course 
racing starts on July 29th. Challenge Cup was a success, 
let's keep the momentum going!  
 

Nick 

18 and has owned several boats since including a Hobie 
Cat and sunfish.  Paul is excited about joining PYC and 
gaining new experience in larger boat sailing! 
Again, PLEASE take the time to print out the PYC flyer 
that has been  attached to this Soundings newsletter and 
distribute ANYWHERE you feel might help to make peo-

ple aware of how to contact us.  
 

Hope to see everyone soon at the Club!   
Cathy MacDonald, Membership Chair 



Past Commodore Ray Walvoord passed away at age 100 but the 

Lightning he built in Pultneyville sails on! 
(from Ira Goldman) 
 

PYC Past Commodore Ray Walvoord passed away on 
May 25, 2022, at the age of 100.  Ray was a lifelong resi-
dent of Pultneyville and Ray’s father was the pastor for the 
Pultneyville Reformed Church and you can hear Ray de-
scribe growing up here and the early days of the club in the 
interview he gave Larry Rice and Ira Goldman in 2013 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=fKBR6cWGmhY&t=133s   
 

He was one of the earliest members of PYC however he 
was serving in the Coast Guard when the club was formed 
in 1944 otherwise, he would be a founding member.  
  
As Ray explains when he was in high school, he decided to 
build a Lightning and finished it just as he graduated and 
left for the Coast Guard in 1942 but never had a chance to 
sail it. So he left it in Pultneyville with his friend Gordon 
Thompkins who did sail it here until  

Ray returned home in 1945.  Ray and his wife Larraine 
sailed it for a number of years in addition to the larger 
boats named Johanna that they sailed here and around 
the Great Loop in the 1990’s.  Eventually they decided 
to donate the Lighting to the Finger Lakes Boating Mu-
seum in Hammondsport where the boat resides today. 
 

One of the longest running Lightning events in New 
York state is the Champagne Regatta at Keuka Yacht 
Club.  PYC Lightning Fleet 61 has had many partici-
pants in this event over the years and this year and last, 
Eric Anderson who races Pond Hawk at PYC went 
down to the museum and helped get Ray’s Lightning in 
shape so he could sail it in the regatta for the Finger 
Lakes Boating Museum.   
 

So Ray may be gone, but his Lightning sails on! 

PYC  

Budget  

Primer 
 

Now for the fun part…Up till now, we’ve been covering 
the least controversial parts of the budget.  Dues, Docks, 
and Haul/Launch fees. They represent 98% of the club’s 
income, but rarely draw much attention. For the average 
club member, these account for an average of $2300/
year, an important number to keep in context as we 
delve into the “storage fees”, costing each member any-
where from $0 - $120 additional, but his is where all the 
emotion comes out. 
 

In prior articles, I’ve sought to be pretty objective, as I’ve 

come to really appreciate how the budget is put togeth-
er. I just never understood it well enough. Hopefully 
these articles are helping you figure it out as well.  
 

Not the case with storage fees however. The more I 
learn, the less of a supporter I’ve become, so this 
month’s installment is a little lengthier  as it includes both 
the normal explanations about how the budget works, 
but also suggestion on changes we might want to con-
sider. (OK, apologies in advance, maybe a lot longer). I 
promise not to do it again), 
 

Storage fees go into the “Cornwall Trust” segment as 
income, along with our dock fees. This is an important 
relationship to understand. The Cornwall Trust segment 
is a fixed total, so whatever comes in from storage fees, 
doesn’t need to come in from dock fees. If one goes up, 
the other goes down, and vice versa. The only difference 



between storage fees and dock fees is who pays,  
Dock fees get paid by all boats. Storage fees only get 
paid by the subset of members leaving “stuff” on the 
property. While the overwhelming proportion of Cornwall 
Trust segment payments come from dock fees, we do 
fund about 2% of this segment’s income from storage 
fees.  At 2%, it’s really more of a token gesture than a 
real impact. 
 

There are three storage fees….. 
 

Summer Storage ($20)– Summer storage is to leave a 
cradle, trailer, or jackstands on the property, while 
the boat is in the water. Innocent on the surface, it’s 
an administrative nightmare under the hood trying to 
manage it.  Ironically, for all the work to keep it sepa-
rate, in the end, all but a dozen or so members pay 
these with their dock bill. 

 

Dinghy Storage ($20)–Dinghy storage is to keep a din-
ghy on the rack near the barn. In a normal year, 8-10 
members pay a dinghy storage fee. If summer stor-
age represents a small %, dinghy storage is 
miniscule, but with all the same overhead. 

 

Winter Storage ($100) –Winter storage is to keep a 
boat at the club over the winter, but the catch is, only 
if you hauled your boat yourself. There is a common 
misconception that the haul/launch fee includes a 
portion for storage, and it used to, but it was re-
moved many years ago and there is no longer any 
portion of the haul fee going to pay storage. The only 
boats paying any winter storage are about a dozen 
“owner hauled” boats.  

 

There are two pretty divergent views on storage fees…. 
 

On one side, the argument is that storing stuff on the 
property provides “value” that we can, and should, 
charge extra for to keep the dock fees down for every-
one else. Let’s call this “a la carte” pricing. 

On the other side is an argument that the lease cost is a 
shared obligation of all boats in the harbor and should 
be allocated proportionally to all via the dock fees.  Let’s 
call this “all inclusive” pricing. 
 

There are merits to either approach. What makes this 
discussion difficult is the inequity in the winter storage 
fees. The club hauled boat paid a haul/launch fee and 
thinks the owner hauled boat should also have to pay 
something (but per last month’s article, you know now 
the haul fee pays for the crane, not the storage), and the 
owner hauled boat thinks they shouldn't be singled out to 
subsidize everyone else’s dock fees, particularly since 
they had to do all the work to haul it themselves. As 
someone that has both a “club hauled” boat , an “owner 
hauled” boat, the distinction is pretty stark. Seems to me 
like either both boats should pay winter storage, or nei-
ther should, depending where you come down on “a la 
carte” or “all inclusive” dock fees. 
 

I’m personally pretty solidly into the camp of changing 
from “a la carte” to “all inclusive” dock fees.  It makes 
invoicing a whole lot simpler, which selfishly, sending out 
invoices with a single dock fee line item and not having 
to keep track of all these misc little fees is really attrac-
tive. I keep looking at the pie chart and going “Really?  
All that work and this is all it does?”. My main thought 
though is that just feels more equitable that the lease 
cost should be shared across all boats proportionally. 
 

I’ve also come to think there is possibly a benefit in tell-
ing a potential new member that “with our “all-inclusive” 
pricing, as a club member, you can leave your boat, trail-
er, cradle, jackstands, or dinghy here at the club, year 
round, as part of your dock fee”. Can’t you just see 
Cathy MacDonald hawking the benefits on the club’s lat-
est infomercial with a big neon signs flashing in the 
background “No Hidden Fees!” and “Store your boat for 
free”? 

 

At the same time, if we like the current “a la carte” pric-
ing and want to keep it, even knowing full well that it 
would be an energetic discussion, I’d still encourage re-
visiting the winter storage question, Having one of each, 
I can argue either position with the best of them, but we 
should clean up this discontinuity one way or the other.  
 

Since The Cornwall Trust segment a fixed cost, we 
could either reduce the storage charge to $25, or we 
could leave it at $100, and reduce dock fees by $75 and 
end up in the same place in total, but either way, it’s like-
ly about a $25 debate. 
 

Anyway, that’s all there is to know, maybe more than 
you want, about storage fees. Next month, ….activity 
fees, those fees we pay for social events and racing and 
how they’re reflected in the budget. 
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Date    Time Event 
14-Jan Fri 

  
Annual Dues Renewal & Dock Deposit Deadline 

12-Mar Sat 2:00pm Winter Cabin Party 

15-Mar Tue 11:59 PM Dock Fee Balance Due 

7-Apr Thu TBD Fleet Race Planning Meeting 

23-Apr Sat 9:00AM Fleet Captain's Workday/Launch Floating Docks 

30-Apr Sat 7:00AM Spring Launch 

6-May Fri 6:00PM First Friday Happy Hours 

12-May Thu 6:30PM Fleet Tune-Up Race 

14-May Sat 8:00AM Club Work Day #1 

19-May Thu 6:30PM Thursday Night Spring Race Series Begins (x8) 

28-May Sat 8:00AM Club Work Day #2 

30-May Mon 9:30AM Memorial Day Flag Raising 

30-May Mon 10:00AM Bowersox Memorial Day Race (Skippers' Meeting) 

30-May Mon 2:00PM Memorial Day Cookout 

3-Jun Fri 6:00PM First Friday Happy Hours 

4-Jun Sat 2:00PM General Membership Meeting 

4-Jun Sat 4:00PM New Member Reception following General Meeting 

11-Jun Sat 10:00AM Double Handed (Skippers' Meeting) 

25-26-Jun     SYBC Challenge Cup Regatta 

1-Jul Fri 6:00PM First Friday Happy Hours 

2-Jul Sat 10:00AM Women's Skipper Race (Skippers' Meeting) 

7-Jul Thu 6:30PM Last Spring Race/Fleet Captain's Picnic 

9-Jul Sat 6:00PM Moon Race (Skippers' Meeting) 

14-Jul Thu 6:30PM Summer Race Series Begins (x9) 

15-17-Jul   
  

Pultneyville Homecoming Weekend 

16-Jul Sat 
  

Lake Ontario 300 

16-Jul Sat 2:00PM Commodore’s Challenge 

25-31-Jul   
  

LYRA Week 

5-Aug Fri 6:00PM First Friday Happy Hours 

6-Aug Sat 9:00AM 50 Mile Lake Race (Skippers' Meeting) 

13-Aug Sat  
  

PYC/GYC Race  

15-Aug Mon 11:59PM Haul Out Sign-Up/Payment Deadline 

20-Aug Sat 10:00AM Commodore's Brunch 

20-Aug Sat 9:00PM Tacky Light Night 

20-Aug Sat 
  

The Rochester Hospice Regatta 

26-27-Aug   
  

Scotch Bonnet Light 

2-Sep Fri 6:00PM First Friday Happy Hours 

3-Sep Sat 10:00AM Bown Race (Skipper's Meeting) 
10-Sep Sat 2:00PM General Membership Meeting & Officer Elections 

10-Sep Sat 4:00pm Social Event following Membership Meeting 

15-Sep Thu 6:30PM Summer Race Series Ends/Fleet Captain's Picnic 

17-Sep Sat 12:00PM Pumpkin Series Begins (Skippers' Meeting) (x3) 

TBD   TBD Commodore's Challenge w/PMI  

1-Oct Sat 8:00AM Cradle Day 

7-Oct Fri 6:00PM First Friday Happy Hours 

7-Oct Fri 7:00AM First Haul-Out Day 

8-Oct Sat 7:00AM Second Haul-Out Day 

15-Oct Sat 9:00AM Fleet Captain's Workday 

5-Nov Sat 5:30PM Fall Banquet/Cups & Flags 

4-Dec Sun 1:00PM Annual General Membership Meeting 

16-Jul Sat 
 

Fundraiser for Lotus 

23-Jul Sat TBD 
PYC/SBYC Race 




