
Signals from the  

Commodore 
Greetings, I hope all is well with 

everyone.  Mother Nature seems to 
be cooperating with less than a month 

away from splash down. 
 

With the distribution of the vaccine progressing we are 
getting closer to being back to normal.  Your EC will con-
tinue to monitor this progress and begin to open the club 
to social activities as soon as we feel folks are comforta-
ble getting back together.  We will need your feedback 
on this so feel free to let us know. 
 

The Harbor Improvement activity continues to move for-
ward at this point mostly with planning.  We would like to 
commence with jetty enhancement as soon as the boats 
are in the water.  This will of course depend on the 
weather and contractor availability.  Some of the dock 
and peninsula work will be incorporated in our work day 
efforts.  Please be prepared to make room for heavy 
equipment moving through the parking areas once work 
begins.  As of this mailing we have not yet heard from 
the Army Corps. of Engineers relative to dredging the 
channel but that should get underway in the spring as 
well. 
 

Stay safe and get ready to get out on the water. 
Fred 
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Signals from the 
Vice Commodore 
 

March…ice scraper in the morning 
and a windshield sun reflector in the 

afternoon… 

To echo Fred’s comments, the ex-
panding vaccination eligibility is allowing 

for more and more folks to get the requisite “pokes”.  
Certainly good news but at the same time it seems that 
new cases are on the rise again.  This is a sober remind-
er that we aren’t out of this mess just yet and everyone 
still needs to adhere to the mask and distancing guide-
lines.  As Fred put it, the EC will continue to monitor the 
situation such that we can get back to social activities 

when it is safe for us to do so.   
I’m once again looking for an interested PYC member to 
serve as our merchandising coordinator.  This is a fairly 
low time commitment job now the system is almost en-
tirely on-line.  Please contact me if you are interested.  In 
the meantime, I met with Pati, the owner of Robben’s 
Nest Stitchery, the company that handles our stuff.  
(Fortunately, her small business has survived the 
COVID19, economic turn-down.)  We made a few chang-
es to the selections and the on-line “store” will hopefully 
be open in early May.  A club mailing will go out to an-
nounce this and the link to the “store” will be on the club 
website. 
 

Can’t wait to see the boats in the water; just a little over a 
month away! 
 

Please stay safe, everybody! 
Bruce 
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Notes from the 
Rear Commodore 
The water level is currently at 244 ft.  

That is low for this time of year but be 
careful what you wish for! 

 

Launch is still planned for Saturday May 1, starting at the 
South Shore, Peninsula, and then North Shore.  I will for-
ward the detailed launch schedule along with work as-
signments by Mid-April.   
 

I am planning to launch the floating docks on Saturday 
April 24 at 9:00 AM and will need about 8 people.  Let 

me know if you want to be there, we do not need a lot 
more bodies than that.  
 

The club grounds walk-around are scheduled for 10:00 
AM on April 10th (not 9:00 AM as noted in March Sound-
ings).  Show up if there is a project you want to discuss 
or look at.   
 

The dumpster should be opened by April 12.  Dockside 
water and clubhouse water will be turned on prior to 
launch, weather dependent. 

Jeff 



LAKE SOUNDINGS is published monthly for PYC members, February 
through December. Letters to the Editor, suggestions, commentaries, 
wit, memoirs, tales, seaworthy tips and maritime art are welcome. 
Submissions will be edited and published as space, temperament and 
accommodations allow  

©2021- Pultneyville Yacht Club. 
 

NEWSLETTER STAFF: 

Leslie Phillips - Secretary (sy_@pultneyvilleyachtclub.org) 

Earl Chapman (echapman@rochester.rr.com) - Editor 

Special thanks to those who have contributed to this issue 

PYC OFFICERS: 
 

Fred Bertoni - Commodore 

R.Bruce Brannon - Vice Commodore 

Jeff Tallon- Rear Commodore 

Leslie Phillips - Secretary 

Jim Allen - Treasurer 

Nick Harkola- Fleet Captain 
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Notes from the 
Fleet Captain 
The weather is becoming more 
spring-like and I'm glad to see boats 
being uncovered and boat projects 

starting at the club. The dates were announced for many 
of the local regattas over the last month. SBYC will be 
hosting their annual Challenge Cup regatta on June 26th 
and 27. The Sunset House Hospice Regatta was con-
firmed for August 14th, and GYC is hosting a late-

summer Scotch Bonnet Light Race again this year on 
August 27-28. 
 

I'll be hosting a zoom "get-together" at 6:30 on 

Thursday, April 15th to discuss racing this season. If 
you're planning on racing this session, I hope to see you 
online.  
 

The Following Thursday, April 22 at 6:30 I'm holding 
an "Intro to Racing at PYC" zoom meeting for new 
and prospective racers. Here we'll talk about racing at 
the club, I'll go over the basic Rules of Racing, and have 
a Q & A. Look for email invites for both of these events 
in the upcoming weeks.  
 

Lastly, Fleet Captain Work Day is scheduled for April 
24th, starting at 9am. Let me know if you're available to 
help out.  
 

-Nick 

From the Secretary 
Just a short note to let you know 
that work has begun on the 2021 
Log. Thanks to everyone who sub-

mitted photos for the Membership 
Directory section of the Log and for 

the cover.   
 

The plan is for the Log to be distributed in mid–May. We 
might have a few extra copies printed in case anyone 
wants two copies. If anyone is interested in a second 
copy, please send me an email so we can make sure we 
have enough. 
 

Wishing you a safe and peaceful night, 
Leslie Phillips 

Pultneyvilleyc.secretary@gmail.com 

Membership News 
Hopefully you are all well and doing 
all you can to stay healthy and safe 
during this interesting time!  Con-
gratulations to those who have 

managed to get your vaccines!  May 
all who are still trying to make appoint-

ments be successful in the very near fu-
ture.  It certainly requires a great deal of patience to make 
it happen but so well worth it! 
 

I am pleased to announce that since our last newsletter we 
have had one new member approved by the EC!  
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Rachel Simpson has joined PYC and is looking forward 
to sailing her 18’ 1974 Laguana Windrose this summer.  
Rachel is currently doing some work on the “new to her” 
boat and we look forward to having her join us soon in 
all PYC has to offer!  She has had a great deal of experi-
ence sailing in Iowa on the Mississippi with her Dad sail-
ing on a Venture 222.  Later she sailed on her Dad’s 29 
Erikson in the Great South Bay of Long Island.  Rachel 
also worked at a boat yard as a side job for 8 years and 
piloted boats there as well, and has had a lot of experi-
ence fixing boats and with marina upkeep.  I’m sure she 
will be a great addition to PYC! 
 

Please welcome her to PYC and let’s do all we can to 
help her get to know all the club has to offer! 

Soon the boats will be in the water and fun times are 
before us!  That said, now is the ideal time to make sure 
we have our flyers posted in as many places as possible 
to let people know about our club and consider member-
ship.  Please do take the time to put up copies of the 
attached flyer in as many places as possible! 
 

Thank you for anything you can do to let people know 
how great our PYC is! 

 

Cathy MacDonald 

Membership Chair 
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