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Signals from the Commodore 
As the boating season winds down, I want to thank everyone for 
hanging in there and doing the right things to keep us all safe.  
Although we’ve all missed the usual PYC social activities, I’ve 
been happy to see you enjoying PYC and your boats in smaller 
“family” groups.   
 

At last report, our Nominating Committee, led by Pat Sangster 
has made good progress at an officer slate for 2021.  If you’re approached by the 
committee, please consider serving PYC as an officer. 
 

You’ve probably heard the great news that our Lake Ontario Business Resiliency 
Program application was approved.  I can now share the additional great news that 
Stu MacDonald has agreed to be the point person for coordinating the 
commencement and completion of these projects.  If you see Stu, be sure to thank him for taking on this important 
role.  I can think of no one more qualified to lead this effort. 
 

One thing that some of you may have noticed (but not necessarily missed ;-) is the PYC General Meeting which we 
traditionally have held in June was not held.  The EC made the decision to skip that optional meeting due to 
restrictions on gathering.  However, the ByLaws do require a Fall meeting to elect the following year slate of officers.  
We have decided an in-person meeting is still unwise and will hold this meeting through Zoom in October.  Here’s the 
schedule: 
 

• September 15:  Nominating Committee submits 2021 officer slate to the Executive Committee 

• September 17:  Secretary sends officer slate and other items to be voted on to PYC membership 

• October 17: Zoom General Membership meeting for officer presentations and Q&A 

• October 19: Membership voting by email 
Your Commodore, 

Daryl 

Notes from the Vice Commodore 
Here it is, September already!  We have just one month left in this peculiar 2020 season.   As with 
most of you, I have missed the picnics & parties that bring us together and enhance our PYC 
experience.  All across the country COVID19 sucked the “social” out of social organizations like 
ours.  That said, the 2020 season was by no means a total loss.  With remarkably good weather 
(and unexpectedly, no high water) the membership seems to have logged a lot sailing.  Following 
COVID19 protocols, the Racing program was a big success albeit without the post-race, bragging 
rights, socializing.  And when at the Club, I noticed numerous small, socially distanced gatherings.  
All good stuff! 

 

Pending the upcoming PYC EC elections, I am hoping to be back as your VC for the 2021 Season.  For reasons far 
and above our ability to party together again, let’s all hope that by then, the New-NEW Normal, will be less socially 
distanced.  I’m looking forward to it!  Having not done much as your VC this year, I do appreciate everyone’s 
understanding with not holding any events and more importantly, I appreciate everyone’s cooperation with adhering to 
the COVID19 protocols set forward by the EC back in the spring. 

Bruce 
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Stormy view from my cockpit 



From the Secretary 
 

Because there are weighty matters to review in this issue, we’ll start off with 
a request.  We regularly joke that only a handful of members read Soundings 
(and fewer still enjoy it!), but of course hope that’s not the case.  The 
newsletter does chronicle Club life and is the main vehicle of general 
communication from the Executive Committee to the membership.  But if it’s largely unread, we 
all could better employ our time.  More than one past or present EC member has remarked that 
writing their monthly article is the most onerous aspect of the job.  (And we suspect more than 

one member believes reading the Secretary’s contribution is at least as painful!)  So, the request:  if you’ve read this 
far, please--right now--send an email to: 
 

sy_@pultneyvilleyachtclub.org 

 

No need for any message; just a very informal survey to gauge readership. 
 

On to the important business…  With Geva not presenting A Christmas Carol this year, why should we expect 
anything else would proceed as normal, in particular our next General Meeting?  Commodore Daryl has outlined how 
we’ll be handling the meeting this year.  A major diversion is that while the Club Constitution indicates: 
 

All officers shall be elected at a general membership meeting, which shall be held in September 
 

this year that’s not happening. 
 

According to Club Bylaws: 
 

The nominating committee shall identify candidates for each elected office and file the list of such candidates 
with the Secretary thirty days prior to the General Membership Meeting in September, and the Secretary 
immediately shall post said list. 

 

So, while there won’t be a General Membership Meeting in September, we will send the membership the list of 
candidates 30 days before members will vote on the slate. 
 

Club Bylaws also indicate: 
 

The Executive Committee will provide an absentee ballot of voting options, prior to each General Meeting. 
These ballots will be sent out only to members who submit a request for an absentee ballot to the Secretary 
one month prior to the general meeting. The ballot will provide voting options for only those election items 
known at that time. 

 

This year everyone will get an absentee ballot, without asking for it.  We’ll include the absentee ballot in the email that 
indicates the slate of candidates.  You’ll vote by returning the ballot electronically. 
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LAKE SOUNDINGS is published monthly for PYC members, February 
through December. Letters to the Editor, suggestions, commentaries, 
wit, memoirs, tales, seaworthy tips and maritime art are welcome. 
Submissions will be edited and published as space, temperament and 
accommodations allow  

©2020- Pultneyville Yacht Club. 
 

NEWSLETTER STAFF: 

Brian Smith - Secretary 

Earl Chapman (echapman@rochester.rr.com) - Editor 

Special thanks to those who have contributed to this issue 

PYC OFFICERS: 
 

Daryl Hunt - Commodore 

R.Bruce Brannon - Vice Commodore 

Don Boesel- Rear Commodore 

Brian Smith - Secretary 

Florence Socci - Treasurer 

Betsy Rice - Fleet Captain 
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So, it will be a different meeting this year.  In the words of Mr Dickens and Tiny Tim "God bless us, 
every one!" 
 

In the meantime, if you’d like some good food and opportunity to support Pultneyville Fire and 
Water Rescue—you know, the folks who might save you from on-the-water disaster--why not enjoy a pulled pork 
dinner from them Saturday, 19 Sept?  See accompanying notice for details. 
 

Though he didn’t take credit for it, last month’s Soundings had a good article by Editor Earl featuring the rebirth of 
Keith Herman’s Almayza.  Subsequently, Keith stepped the mast and a little after nine a.m. 9 Aug, fresh from its +60 
year nap, Almayza, with Keith and John Garlock, sailed by the Secretary’s 

bedroom window.  The Secretary also had been 
sleeping, and will admit to first thinking “wonder if that’s 
Almayza?”  As if it could be any other! 
 

News of the moment…  Shortly after Fleet Captain Betsy 
sensibly cancelled tonight’s “Half Moon” race—and why 
not, with forecast 30 kt winds, waterspouts and 14 ft 
waves?—who should be seen leaving the harbor but 
“what, me worry?” Stu Pearson, soon under shortened 
main and storm jib, which for this fellow seems to constitute “an abundance of caution.”  
While conditions had not yet reached the night’s forecasted fun, a SCW was up, skies 
were threatening and no other boat could be seen on the lake.  We mention this here only 
because at season’s end, likely we’ll be reporting another eye-poppingly high “number of 
days sailed” for Stu, shortened season notwithstanding and note now that the 
accomplishment doesn’t happen just because he decides to go sailing every sunny, 
pleasant day.  No, it takes crazy-dedication (or perhaps just crazy!). 

 

Once again, with thanks to Treasurer Florence, here are the Member and Dock statistics: 
 

 

 

Your Secretary, 
Brian Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 End August August 
Paid Mem-
bers 2019 2019 2020 

Voting 74 75 74 

Non-voting 4 7 8 

Social 2 3 5 

Reciprocal 1 1 1 

Boats Docked    

Members 69 69 74 

Renters 5 2 5 
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P  Notes from the Engine Room 
 

 As our 2020 boating season comes to an end it's time to start thinking about 
inspecting our cradles and jack stands and ensure that they are in 
serviceable condition. Please take the time to ensure your name or boat name is on your cradle 
or jack stands and clearly legible prior to cradle day.  
 

CRADLE DAY IS SATURDAY SEPTEMBER, 26 @ 8 am 

 

HAUL OUT IS FRIDAY OCT. 2 & SATURDAY OCT 3 @ 7 AM 

 

Here are a few reminders for haul out. Keep in mind the COVID virus is still with us and to maintain CDC guidelines 
as much as possible. 
   

• MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCING (Wear your mask/face covering when social distancing is unavoidable)  
• EVERYONE DIRECTLY INVOLVED WITH THE HAUL OUT SHALL WEAR YOUR MASK/FACE 

COVERING AND GLOVES AT ALL TIMES. 
• There will be NO COFFEE or LUNCH served (bring your own if you want) 
•  Please adhere to clubhouse rules posted on the door.   
• Don't show up if you're sick or have covid-19 symptoms! (Get someone to fill in for you) AND 

please let us know so were not looking for you! 
• You must be present or have a responsible person familiar with your boat when being hauled. 
• Communicate with the crew chief, or crane personal,while your boat is being set in position. 
• Stay until your shift ends. 
• Work safely! 

 

Haul out assignments are included in this issue, if any issues, please contact me. Also, we are short handed with the 
number of people on the schedule and could use a couple more people to help move boats, especially on Friday, let 
me know if you can help. Thank you. 
 

I plan to put the mast racks up in the pavillion on Saturday,Sept. 19th. I'll need four volunteers to help move picnic 
tables and install the mast racks. Again, let me know. 
 

We have one more scheduled workday on October 10 starting @ 9am to remove the floating docks, channel buoys, 
and race marks. This usually takes about four hours and eight to ten people, let me know if you can help. 
 

Enjoy the remainder of the season. Stay safe. 

  Don 

 

From the Fleet Captain 
It is the ultimate irony to have to cancel a race for too much wind but that’s what happened this 
past weekend for the Moon Race.  The rain stopped in time, the moon was visible in between 
some beautiful clouds but there was just a little too much wind…20 – 30 knots and waves of 8-11 
feet, with an occasional 15-footer!  Not a pleasant experience in the dark – or even in the 
light.  Those of you who race, know this race was moved to the weekend vacated when the 
Scotch Bonnet Light Race cancelled due to the Canada border remaining closed.   I can only 
wonder what that race would have been like had the border been open! 
 

But moving ahead, this coming weekend, September 6th, is the Bown Race.  The skippers’ 
meeting is at 9:00 am.  As with last year, the format is a chase race.  This means there will be a staggered start, 
based on your PHRF rating.  If PHRF theory is correct, all boats should cross the finish line at the same time.  Of 
course, that doesn’t really happen but the boat which crosses the finish first, is the winner.  If you have been wanting 
to try racing but don’t like to mix it up at the start, this race is for you!  The course is to the Sodus Bay Lighthouse 
and back.  The weather forecast, a week out, looks decent, so come out and give it a try.  If you DO intend to race, 
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please let Earl Chapman know so your PHRF handicap can be factored into the starting order. 
 

The Fleet Captain’s Picnic and Cups and Flags WILL be held this coming Thursday, 
September 3rd.  We’ll be serving “box lunch” style sandwiches, chips, beer, soda, water and also 
presenting awards for everything except the Bown Race.  Social distancing rules will be followed. 
A Covid-19 style (i.e. making the best of a bad situation) substitute but It looks to be a good time shaping up!   
 

It remains to be seen whether the Moon Race will be rescheduled (there will be no moon for the weekends available) 
or whether there is interest in a 2-week informal Pumpkin Series.  

 

Stay tuned and stay well –  
Betsy 

LYRA – PYC Race to the River and back. (Scott Nichols) 
August 1st 2020 

 

The Lake Yacht Racing Association (LYRA)  https://lyrawaters.org/ organization has been in existence 
since 1884 to promote interclub racing on Lake Ontario and Eastern Lake Erie, only during a few of 
those years has the races been canceled. This year due to COVID-19 it was re-imagined by the LYRA 

board to change the race so that it had multiple host yacht clubs around the lake racing on the same day. There were 
starts outside of Toronto, Youngstown, Olcott, Genesee River and at PYC. Between all of the races there were 90 
sailboats on the water August 1st. 
 

The race PYC hosted had the course from PYC to Genesee river and back, 42 miles strait line. But when is a sailboat 
race straight lines? The weather was clear, light winds in the beginning - building to high teens in late afternoon before 
clocking around and slowing in the evening. The run down to the river was a nice beam reach, quick for the spinnaker 
fleet, a little slower for the genoa fleet. By midafternoon the fleet was at the river and then it was a beat all the way 
back. Meanwhile RYC and GYC boats sailed the reciprocal course were an impressive sight heading to PYC on close 
haul, and then flying spinnakers on the way back to the river. To see so many sailboats out on a Saturday was very 
nice! 

Genoa Fleet 

 

Spin 1 Fleet 

 

 

Spin 2 Fleet 

 

 

• Overall winner Spinnaker – Mike Thurley (SBYC) on Terrapin 

• Overall winner Genoa – Bob Carry (SBYC) on Marquise 

 

Special thanks to Betsy and Larry Rice for starting the race. 
 

Rank Boat Class Club Helm Name 

1 Marquise C&C 32 SBYC Carry 

2 Madelyn Paige Saber 28 PYC Bianchi 

DNF Polish Princess O'Day 30 PYC Teese 

Rank Boat Class Club Helm Name 

1 Moongator S2 7.9 SBYC DeWispelaere 

2 Tack Season C&C 29 MkII SBYC Magin 

3 Gordy B Mirage 35 PYC Anderson 

Rank Boat Class Club Helm Name 

1 Terrapin Soverel 27 SBYC Thurley 

2 Chaos Laser 28 PYC Boesel 

3 More Practice Beneteu First 27.7 PYC Nichols 
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 2020 Haul Assignments: 

Attached is the work plan for the 2020 club haul. Key points… 

 

 - There are two, overlapping shifts each day.  Four crews all together.  

 - North shore will be Friday, Pennisula and South Shore will be Saturday 

 - Owners of the first three boats on each afternoon are requested to be available 1 hour earlier in case 
things are running ahead. 
 - Last task Fri will be to move the crane over to the peninsula 

 - Crews are pretty tight when splitting into 4, but shorter. While there are specific task assignments, we 
will need people to be flexible and looking for people to step in and fill the gaps as they appear. 
 - If anyone is available to help move boats at times when they aren’t scheduled for other tasks, particular-
ly on Friday, extra hands would be much appreciated. 






