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Signals from the Commodore
Congratulations on the (better late than never) start of our boating season. Thanks to all PYC
members for your patience and for doing all the right things to ensure a safe and efficient launch
day. I noted that by 11am, the crane had already begun launching the final shift of boats on the
north shore!
I’d love to say we can now return to “normal” operations and activities, but we all know that’s going
to take a while. In the meantime we will have to get creative; try some new approaches to
socializing, racing and enjoying our beautiful corner of Lake Ontario. I think I can speak for Vice Commodore
Brannon and Fleet Captain Rice by saying we welcome your ideas for new social and racing activities while
following distancing, mask wearing and sanitizing.
I’m tempted to say that Mother Nature has shown mercy on us thus far, perhaps thinking the double-whammy of high
water and CV19 was overkill… but I won’t because I’m a sailor, and sailors don’t tempt Mother Nature.
“He is the best sailor who can steer within fewest points of the wind, and exact a motive power out of the greatest
obstacles.”
– Sir Walter Scott (1771-1832)
Stay safe, be well and sail on!
Your Commodore,
Daryl

Notes from the Vice Commodore
I have been in touch with Pati Robben, the provider of all our cool, custom logo’d merchandise!
We reviewed the PYC line of offerings and the Member link to the merchandise virtual catalog on
the PYC website is now “up and running”. Pati did mention that “Business is not great” … With
the current slowdown, she IS using her talent and equipment to make masks for the cause. If
you’ve EVER been interested in getting some PYC garments or accessories, custom
embroidered with your name(s) and/or your boat’s name, now might indeed be the time. You
could help a local small business keep afloat; one that provides us with a truly unique service.
Please give this some consideration.
We completed a successful “Socially Distant” Launch Day. I think everyone did well with adhering to the safety
guidelines established for the Club. These are strange times and it is encouraging to see how the membership rose to
the occasion. Thanks to all for that! Like everyone, I missed the food and comradery during the breaks but think of
the avoided weight gain from not consuming those apple fritters….! While no food was officially provided, our
consummate Launch Day Cookie Provider, Jan Burcroff evidently didn’t “get the memo” and provided us with an
abundance of assorted cookies, individually wrapped for COVID19 safety! We want to thank her for her
thoughtfulness and efforts!
At this point, it doesn’t look like full-up social gatherings will be happening for the near term. I’m toying with some
ideas for some Socially Distanced events. More to come on that... If anyone has some suggestions, please send
them on.
It’s so good to see the boats in the water at the harbor and even better to see (socially distanced…) familiar faces at
the Club once again. 2020…a Season we will all remember….
Bruce
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Notes from the Engine Room
We finally got the boats launched for the 2020 season and we're starting to
look like a yacht club again. It looked like it was going to be a bad day when
the crane operator knocked his coffee to the ground as he was getting in the
crane. All went well despite this and we were done on the south shore in 50
minutes. Most of the launch was done under a sunny sky and mild weather
and when the rain did come, it was light and short lived.
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My thanks to Russ Palum for making this happen and thank you to all who stepped in to do what
needed to be done and to those who stayed late to help complete the clean up. People like you are what makes our
club so great.
Also, thank you to those who helped with the floating docks and putting in the channel
buoys. The water was so clear, several members worked longer hours retrieving buoy
anchors that had been lost over the years. I think the last count was five anchors. Nice
job!
Effective as of now, we have eased some of the restrictions on the use of the clubhouse.
All of the heads and showers are open as well as the galley (kitchen). We ask that only
two (2) people occupy the galley at a time, wear your mask/face covering, and clean and sanitize when done. We also
ask that you use paper and plastic and dispose of properly. Do not use the club dishes or silverware. The lounge area
and dining table and chairs are still off limits. New rules will be posted.
This has been a season of firsts. First time we've launched this late, first time we had no coffee, donuts, or lunch
served, first time we had to wear a mask (besides possibly a ski mask), and, first time I ever heard someone complain
that it was “too hot”, while preparing his boat for launch. Here's another first, we will not be scheduling our traditional
A thru Z workdays this year. That being said, there is still work to be accomplished. I have a list of jobs that will be
sent out to the membership as well as posted in the clubhouse. You will be expected to sign up for a job(s) either
electronically (if I can figure out how) or in the clubhouse and complete them at your convenience. There will be a time
frame as to when we want them done. There are also jobs that need several people(ie: dock work) which would be
scheduled when we get the number needed. You would record your hours worked for each job in the clubhouse job
list.
Now that our boats are in the water we'll be getting our masts stepped and get on with the summer sailing. I would like
to have the masts out of the pavilion in the next couple weeks, June 14th, so we can dismantle the mast storage racks
and move some picnic tables in. The tables will be spaced for social distancing so there will only be about half of what
we usually have available. The gas grills will also be spaced 6' apart.
Thanks again for your continued help, patience, and co-operation. Wear your mask/face covering, keep your
distance, and wash your hands often, and we'll get through this together.
Smooth sailing,
Don
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From the Fleet Captain
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Ahoy racers! With boats finally in the water, it is time to figure out
racing. This is still a work-in-progress and dependent on the advancement of
re-opening phases for NYS. I have done a quick survey of yacht clubs’ web
pages around the area and here is what I’ve found.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Brockport Yacht Club – cancelled racing
Canandaigua Yacht Club – will not start until Phase 4 re-opening is reached
GYC has cancelled formal racing but may hold informal self-timed races at the discretion of
the boat’s captain
RYC appears to be racing with the caveat that crew is family unit only.
Sodus has cancelled formal racing and is working out a new informal schedule.
Sodus has also informed LYRA they cannot safely host the race. LYRA has taken it under
advisement.

PYC will most likely be modeled on GYC and Sodus scenarios. I will be reaching out to racers in the next two weeks
and discussing this at the next Executive Committee meeting on June 9. Stay tuned…
Get those masts up and sails on –
Betsy

From the Secretary
Well, once again we did it, all of us working together to get the boats launched. And from at least
a 7-9am perspective, the pandemic-motivated four shifts not only were successful, but an
improvement. Teams were able to get in and get out, still with opportunity to do other things
during the day—witness the much higher than usual number of masts stepped on launch-day this
year. Of course, two fellows that still had to put in a very full day were the ones responsible for its
planning and execution—Rear Commodore Don and indefatigable Russ Palum. What a great
job! And all done without doughnuts!! Big thanks from all of us.
Regular Soundings readers (yes, you two…) know a traditional feature of the postlaunch newsletter is to chronicle Stu Pearson’s “first boat sailing” accomplishments.
One past year was particularly noteworthy when as a local variant of Lebanon’s
onetime tourism slogan--ski in the morning, swim in the afternoon—Stu first skied
Bristol, then sailed Pultneyville. But like all top
performers, he’s always faced with “ok, what’s your
next trick?” This year’s was a good one—he sailed
out of PYC before launch, witnessed going past the
Secretary’s window May 14th as pictured. How did
that happen?!? Of course, he has two boats, the
early-out one trailer-launched. (So, THAT’s why he’s had the dang thing moth-balled
in the garage the past x years…)
Members may have noted that, thanks to a small group of flag raisers—past
Commodore Steve, Rear Commodore Don and past Rear Commodore Tom—flags
again are flying at the Club. For the flagpole itself, the Club is indebted to Al Shults,
prominent Williamson businessman and real estate developer, who was Commodore
in 1973 and 1974 and 45 years ago donated the flagpole to PYC. And it’s not any old
pole, but an “official” yacht club one, appropriately oriented. What makes it special?
A “gaff” and “yardarm” (crosspiece). And the orientation? Located as if the pole were
a ship, sailing out to sea. The placement of flags on the pole also has special
significance. Perhaps surprisingly, the PYC burgee flies at masthead, above the
national ensign (US flag) on the gaff. But according to long-standing naval tradition,
the position of highest honor for flags is not the highest point, rather the rear-most one
(dating from when captain’s quarters was at the stern and the flag overhead signified
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this). Remaining flags are displayed with the most-starboard halyard having the position of
highest honor, so for our pole sailing out to the lake, the Canadian flag is on the SE halyard and
New York is on the NW. You’ll note in the attached picture, gaff and yardarm flags are not fully
hoisted. Here the explanation is current events rather than naval tradition. Mr Trump, reportedly
in response to Democrat request, ordered flags at Federal buildings and National Monuments
lowered Memorial Day weekend to honor the 100,000 COVID-19 fatalities (and the war-dead on Memorial Day, as
traditionally). PYC flags now are flying proudly at full-hoist.
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In other business… This year boats on the South Shore fully entered the “first world.” Stanchions there now have
power AND water—no more groveling on bended knee for the water hookup. Thanks again to past Commodores
Steve and Bob, Rear Commodore Don and perennial plumber Russ for the improvement!
We trust all launch participants remembered to retrieve their 2020 Log and Membership Cards from the Clubhouse. If
you didn’t, or didn’t attend, please do so soon; otherwise we’ll conclude (sniff!) “you just don’t care.” By the way, a
member noted apparent discrepancy in the Log’s Seniority Table. But the explanation was that data were calculated
for the table March 17. Like good wine, the Log takes time!

Thanks to Treasurer Florence, here are the Member and Dock statistics:

Paid Members
Voting
Non-voting
Social
Reciprocal
Boats Docked
Members

End
2019
74
4
2
1

May
2019
75
7
3
1

May
2020
71
8
3
1

78

69

70

Okay, boats are in the water. Now you’ll need a different excuse why you’re not using it. So, do!!
Your Secretary,
Brian Smith

The Sail Locker
Club Historian
Larry Rice
THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
Well, now that that – “the launch” – is behind us, what else can we now look backward to?
As to the ‘inspiration for the Club newsletter, an eagle-eyed reader of May Soundings points out that PYC History in
the Member Log says that “The first edition of ‘The Lake Soundings’ monthly newsletter, in newspaper format, came
off the press on January 29, 1976. Mel Wright, Secretary and Tom Barker, Editor, began this publication which
becomes the running history of PYC, in both words and pictures.”
We’ve recently been in touch with Tom Barker for an update. After honing his craft in Soundings and receiving the
Silver Quill Award from appreciative fellows of PYC, he continued to publish on a wide variety of topics, related to
(local) childhood memories and hobbies in an active retirement as well as subjects of a full professional and corporate
life. (www.amazon.com/thomasbarker).
Here’s looking some more, every 5 years, at the ‘old normal.’ Soundings reported on the Harbor Rededication with
dignitaries in attendance (May 21, 1975); dock assignments (92 boats) and a hand drawn harbor soundings map
(June 5, 1980) and Membership (143) and jetty construction (April 1, 1985). Sound familiar?
We could go on; but the 1990 Soundings is missing. Any of you readers have ideas on where to look?
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS
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Hello everyone! The good news is that the boats are in and all are floating!
Now the fun begins! I’m pleased to announce that we have several new
memberships so please take time to meet them and help them enjoy all the Club has to offer! I’m
pleased to welcome:
Tanya Sanford as Voting Member. Tanya recently purchased “Elizabeth Ann”
from Rick & Beth Walker and is looking forward to her new adventures!
Scott & Trish Minty as Voting Members. Scott & Trish have lived nearby in Lakewood Estates for several
years and have brought their power boat to the Club.
Matt Malbone as Social Member. Matt is our neighbor and lives in the house adjacent to the PYC and is
looking forward to being an active member of the Club.
Holli Casanzio & James Dowling and their children as Social Members. They are new to Pultneyville & are
excited to learn about all the community has to offer!
Charlie Capizzi and his family have recently joined as a Voting Member. Charlie rented a dock last year and
is looking forward to enjoying their new boat!
We continue to get responses from our flyers, Facebook info, and the ads….so PLEASE contact me if you have
suggestions. We all need to work together to increase our Memberships!
Now that things are beginning to open up, I am attaching a copy of our PYC Flyer and requesting that you copy and
hang in any areas or places you feel might attract some attention to our Club and inform people how to get more
information. If you are copying and posting, please take the time to cut the lines between the contact information so
people can tear off and take them rather than taking the whole flyer.
Thank you in advance for any help you can provide!
Cathy MacDonald, ( MC_@pultneyvilleyachtclub.org)
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