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Signals from the Commodore
Summer has arrived. These past weekends have been beautiful. Hard to
believe it is July though. July is always a busy month with many of us doing
other club races and starting your summer travels.
The club looks great. Welcome to all our new members that have arrived into
the harbor over the few months. (Tom Sackett, Steve/Anne Potter, Gregory/Emily Hammond, David/Elizabeth Harding, Dave Peck, David VanArsdale/Wakenda Taylor, Bob/Janet Leiby and Keith/Sandra Herman). We
are glad to have you in the harbor.
This month we have our Homecoming weekend in the Hamlet on July 19 with a parade at 11am.
Watch the traffic on your way in they usually close off the thru traffic for a certain period of time
before and during the parade. This year we will have our PYC booth at the corner of Lake Rd and
Hamilton Street Extension again, please stop up and help us promote the great club that we have.
Later that day there will be Open Boats in the harbor starting at 4pm , anyone interested in having
their boat open for quick tours please let me know. It is usually a fun time. The Lotus is planning on
being in the harbor that weekend and will be open for tours also. See attached flyer for the weekend
of Homecoming events.
Our neighbors at Gates Hall are having a Fundraiser to help with some of their repairs to the
structural support and interior lighting. See attached flyer if anyone is interested in donating please
use the attached flyer.
Enjoy your summer, safe travels.
See you at the club,
Kathy

Secretary’s Report
Welcome to July. Our membership continues to grow, we are currently @89
voting, 4 non -voting, 2 social, and 2 reciprocal. Welcome to all our new
members. Please remember to pick up your membership cards and your log
books in the club house. PYC has renewed our Corporate Group with Boat
US. Our group number is GA80260Y and entitles PYC members to half price
membership in Boat US. Application forms are available in the clubhouse.
Anyone wishing to renew their CPR please see Don Byrnes or sign up on the
whiteboard in the clubhouse. Enjoy the warm weather.
Ellen
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Fleet Captain’s Report
Congratulations to the diehard sailors that tackled the 2014 Scotch Bonnet race! It was
another memorable race for the record books but not really for the desired reasons. Slow
and cold are never fun racing conditions. Dulcinea, Edelweiss, Practice and Still Comic
participated in the race. Racing was scored with rounding times at the Scotch Bonnet Island
since no boats completed the course before the required midnight-Saturday deadline.
Special congratulations to Earl Chapman & crew on Still Comic for taking 2nd place both
in their division and in the overall Spinnaker class. It is a great accomplishment that
required significant patience to keep the boat moving in light winds.
A reminder to everyone that we have the PYC/GYC Distance Race and weekend events beginning on Friday July
11th with a combined race back to PYC on Saturday July 12th. Larry Rice has agreed to coordinate the event and
is finalizing plans. The tentative schedule is a sail for PYC to Genesee Yacht Club on Friday with a picnic hosted
by GYC on Friday night. A combined race will be held on Saturday back to PYC and we will host a picnic on
Saturday night. Please contact either Larry or me for details and let us know if you are participating. Everyone is
invited and we are hoping for significant participation.
Thursday night racing is progressing successfully with only one race canceled due to low wind the night before the
Scotch Bonnet race. It was a great chance for the Scotch Bonnet racers to fine tune their light air sailing.
Have a great summer season both cruising & racing.
Bob Hibbard

Still Comic about 8 miles from Scotch Bonnet (Bob’s comment about light air is an understatement)
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From the Pilothouse
Lake Ontario is a couple of inches above the seasonal average and is forecasted to track the
seasonal average through the rest of the yachting season. The channel to Lake Ontario is at
least eight feet deep, so getting into and out of the harbor should be easy this summer and
through the fall.
Steve Sangster, Frank Zannie (a friend of Steve’s
and a licensed electrician) and Mike Schiff replaced
the meters and main electrical panels that provide
power to the dock-side electrical outlets and the inner
-harbor range lights. The wiring and the existing
panels were old and in poor condition. The new panels provide the
proper electrical capacity as we gradually upgrade our dock-side shore
power system.
The two Club work-days were a great success. Joe Davis and Stu
MacDonald led the workdays and, as usual, both days were well
organized and a lot of important projects were completed. Vice Commodore Heffron and her team provided snacks and lunches on both days, and some pizzas for dinner the first
work-day because two of the crews worked well past 5:00pm. In addition to the routine cleaning, clearing, repair
and organizing activities, several large projects were completed, including:
Dock P7 was completely replaced
Dock P9 was structurally repaired and reinforced
New dock frames were built for docks N2, N3 and N5; more about these docks
later
The decking on several docks was partially or entirely replaced
The floating docks were pressure-washed to clean off years of accumulated mold
and algae; they look like new!
A new gangplank was built and installed to connect the North Shore floating docks
to the shoreline
Numerous holes and depressions were filled with top-soil and seeded
The floor of the large shower room in the Clubhouse was partially replaced; thanks
to Tom Bolt for the demolition and Larry Fedick for reinstalling the tile
The rear inner-harbor range light was raised; the front range light still needs to be
raised
A lot of brush was cut down around the perimeter of the Club grounds and in the
cradle storage area
New power and water lines were installed to dock B4. The old lines came from the
Baird House and we needed to replace them as part of returning the Old
Clubhouse to the Cornwall Trust. Thanks to Steve Sangster for using his
tractor to dig the trench!
New fender-boards were installed in the slip used by the Pultneyville Volunteer Fire
Department rescue boat
Thank you to everyone who brought their tools and worked hard on both Club workdays. There’s still work to be done, though. If you were not able to fulfill your work-day
commitment, please contact me. We still have several projects that need to be completed.
The Old Clubhouse is now closed. We finished removing the Club property and
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cleaning up the space on one of the work-days so that we can return it to the Cornwall Trust to manage. Please
do not enter or use the Old Clubhouse. Non-member dock renters will now be using the main Clubhouse restrooms and showers; they do not have kitchen privileges.
We are planning to replace several pilings on the North Shore this year if we get enough dock rental revenue.
The pilings supporting docks N2, N3 and N5 will be removed and replaced with new steel pilings. In addition,
several pilings supporting the North Shore seawall will be reinforced with new steel pilings. The new dock frames
for the docks have been built and the steel pilings will be on order shortly. We will engage the contractor once we
have enough money to pay for his labor and equipment.
Dave Weagley, Russ Palum and others have been developing a new dock design that will allow us to span a
longer distance from the shoreline to the piling, enabling us to eliminate some of the intermediate pilings that exist
in the harbor today. We will be constructing the newly designed dock frame and installing it on a piling on the
South Shore later this summer.
Chris Hubbell and Scott Nichols are partnering to improve the PYC Wi-Fi coverage and signal strength. In
addition, Scott wants to install a new webcam to provide a new view of the harbor on the web. Chris and Scott will
be working on the Wi-Fi system over the early part of the summer. The system is working now and can be
accessed using the PYC2 network.
PYC is now an official lake fish stocking site for the NYS DEC. Early in May a large DEC truck deposited 15,000
brown trout into the harbor on the east end of the North Shore. The DEC will return each year to deposit more
fish to keep the lake stock healthy.
I am very thankful for the volunteer effort of so many of our members. People just step-up and help out whenever
there is a job to do, large or small. It’s great to see the volunteer spirit that underlies our Club in action in so many
different ways.
Mark Laffin
585-314-8831
mark.laffin@gmail.com

The Nominating Committee
It is time to identify PYC board members for next year. Holding a position on the board is a
chance to have input into PYCs future and help more people enjoy the club.
The nominating committee has to find members to hold the positions of Commodore, Rear
Commodore, Treasurer, and Secretary. If anyone is interested in these positions please
contact Russ Palum (rpalum@rochester.rr.com), Pat Sangster, Stephanie Fitzpatrick,
Joe Davis (Journey31@rochester.rr.com), or Jerri Schiff (nnairej@yahoo.com).

On Steering
By land, sea and air for 70 years PYC Members have found our way to the harbor,
Club events and area attractions. Just look for the manicured ‘fairways’ - following
the gravel roadway, channel marks and range lights.
These first impressions always count for a lot.
Yet, even in a working Club staffed by volunteers, somebody must take responsibility for the driving. That would be the elected Executive Committee – comprised of six
(6) Officers and the immediate Past Commodore. Duties of the Executive Committee
and Executive Officers are described in Articles VI and VII of the PYC Membership
Log.
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The Executive Committee is the internal steering mechanism of our Club – governing our organization, management and work process. The work of this body is grounded in the Club Constitution, policies and bylaws which, in
turn, frame how we see the world (of boating) and how we govern ourselves. Here are all the elements of vision,
leadership, consensus building and collaboration.
We represent and serve Club and Member interests in both internal operations and in relationships with our
external customers, including prospective Members, other boating and Pultneyville based organizations and our
long time landlord, the Cornwall Trust.
So, yes, there is a need for communications, construction/engineering and planning, budgeting and finance skills
but also a place on the Executive Committee for talent in marketing and organizational development.
Commodore Fedick has named members of a Nominating Committee (Joe Davis, Stephanie Fitzpatrick, Russ
Palum, Pat Sangster, Jerri Schiff ) to “… identify candidates for each elected office…” to stand for election in
September.
I encourage each of you to reach out and to speak with members of the Nominating Committee about your
interests.
Larry Rice

How many club members does it take to raise a dock?
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Gates Hall Fundraiser
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2014 PYC Merchandise Program
The Pultneyville Yacht Club Merchandise Program is now available for on-line selection and ordering. There is a broad selection of merchandise available, and more can be added over time.
There is also a category for the club specific merchandise, such as Burgee Flags, Car Stickers,
Boat Transom Stickers, Pins, etc.
The website address is:
www.companycasuals.com/PultneyvilleYachtClub/start.jsp
We hope to provide a link on the PYC Web Site as soon as possible. Please note, you will need to
have the latest version of “Adobe Flash Player” installed on your computer for the site to work
properly.
Instructions for ordering are shown at the top of the web site main page. You can select your
items, select your choice of logo, select color, select your size (size charts available on the site),
put items in a shopping cart and place an order directly on the site. Please be very careful in selecting sizes, as we cannot return items that have been embroidered with the PYC logo. You will
receive an email from the supplier (Lorie Seegler) confirming your order, and Mike and Mary Jane
will be cc'd on each order. Orders will be grouped and ordered on the date shown on the top of the
main page, in order to minimize shipping costs.
All cost is included in the price shown, including shipping and tax. Items will be delivered to the
embroidery shop to add the PYC Logo's. Once the orders are complete, Mary Jane and I will pick
the items up and arrange to get them to the appropriate members.
Payment can be made by mailing a check to Mike and Mary Jane McDonald at the address below.
Please make your check out to “Pultneyville Yacht Club”. Unfortunately, the site does not have
credit card payment capability at this time.
1101 Everwild View
Webster, NY 14580
This is a new site, and may have a few bugs at the start, but we will work with the vendor to resolve
any issues that may arise. Spend some time exploring the site and give it a try.
Please feel free to send us an email to let us know of any problems, and also let us know if there
are specific items that you are looking for, and cannot find them on the site. We can add new items
to the site in the future, if they are available from the vendor.
Our email is:
mpmjmcdonald@yahoo.com
Hopefully this will will give everyone access to a broader selection of items, with clear pricing and
options. Good luck, and don't hesitate to contact Mary Jane and I. Thanks.
Mike and Mary Jane McDonald

