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Signals from the Commodore
September, hard to believe it is here. We start the month off with the
Commodore’s Challenge with our neighbors the Pultneyville Mariners. The
Commodore’s Challenge against PMI Commodore Karen Ackerman, is
Saturday September 7th PM. The Pultneyville Mariner’s are hosting the event
this year. But we usually bring over our favorite appetizers/drinks to share.
Please mark your calendars and come over and cheer for me. This year we
will be racing a Hobie Cat. Should be a riot.
September 14th is Cradle Day for the First Haul on September 21st. The September General
Membership meeting/Officers Elections@2pm. If you are unable to attend the meeting please email
Secretary Ellen Wozniak for an absentee ballot. Returning - Commodore -Kathy Fedick, Rear
Commodore-Mark Laffin, Treasurer-Bob Hamilton and Secretary- Ellen Wozniak. New to the EC
Board are officers elect – Vice Commodore-Debbie Hefferon, and Fleet Captain –Bob Hibbard.
Thank you, Nancy and Doug for your time on the EC committee. Again Thank you to our Nominating
Committee- Jane Hamilton, Joe Davis, Russ Palum, Cher Gray and Stephanie Fitzpatrick for a
great job done. Also September 14th@4pm is the International Festival please make sure you send in
your reservations , this is usually a very enjoyable event.
Lease information Updates for everyone to review and send any questions you may have to Dave
Weagley, Lease Committee Chair @ tweagley@rochester.rr.com
Lease Updates 8/13/2013
•
•

•

•

The lease will be for 5 years
The Landlord will receive a fixed income of $85,000 of which they will pay the taxes ( approximately $25,000 and they will spend $15,000 per year ($75,000 for 5 years) for capital projects. PYC and the Landlord will manage the capital projects. This leaves the landlord with
$45,000 income each year. This was their yearly income for the past 5 years.
In the previous lease they also received and additional $25,000 per year from dock income
which was used for dredging. In the new lease PYC will retain this $25,000 per year and we will
manage and pay for dredging. We felt that we could manage the process better by taking the
landlord out of the loop.
We have a current capital depreciation schedule in our current lease that will carry over. As an
example if the lease terminated this year the Landlord would have to pay PYC $38,000. They
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have also agreed that if PYC decided to put any additional money into capital in the future and the Landlord
approved then this additional money could also be added to the depreciation schedule.
In August on Saturday, August 10th a bunch of us went
over to the Pultneyville Marnier’s for their First Wine,
Cheese and Jazz on the beach gathering. The wine
tasting was offered by owner Chris Staub, Ontario Barn
Vineyard 513 Whitney Road Ontario NY 14519 http://
ontariobarnvineyards.com , and the Cheese tasting from
Blue Moon Bend Farm from Marion NY. The Jazz on the
beach was from Paradigm Shift. A great time was had by
all that attended the event . Thank you PMI for the invite.
Enjoy the rest of the boating season.
See you at the club.
Kathy
cm_pultneyvilleyachtclub.org

Notes from the Vice Commodore
Fellow members,
Now that I've nearly completed my service as Vice Commodore for you, I’ve finally figured out
a format for the VC Soundings articles!
Anchored - what's been happening
We had an absolutely fabulous Annual Roast in August with over one hundred members and
guests attending. This is a record attendance for any PYC event in all the Gong Fisk's twenty
five years as members. Boaters from around the lake and visitors by land have come to know
PYC through its laid back hospitality with friendly, helpful members. The warm welcomes
come by way of our OOD volunteers and members helping guests to find and settle into docks, members
sharing their excitement of PYC offerings to help make them feel as home as a guest, to our friendly, competitive racing program - open to all and our fresh, inclusive social programming. Guests share their experiences
and fondness for PYC with others along their travel at sea and on land. This helps bring new friends to PYC.
Let's keep that going! Special thanks to those who've help year after year after year with the day long roasting:
Tom Jayne, Watercolors - Chief Roaster, Eric Matteson, Dulcinea, Don Byrnes, Edelweiss and Dave Muth,
Schatzi. Thank you all. It just wouldn't be the same without you. Also stepping in at the last minute to help with
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the Roast, a faithful core group who always seem to be there to lend a hand, I would like to extend a huge thank
you for helping and for making it fun too; Garland Nichols, Practice, Carolyn Fowerday, Pandora, Marv Hill
and Sylvie Kless, Serenity, Tracy Matteson, Dulcinea, Diane Boesel, Avalon, Michele Hunt, Sea Dog and
Anneleise Bopp, Nyneve, and Chris Hubbell, Ravat and Scott Boesel, Chaos.
We had a full day of filling water balloons – over three hundred, followed by a balloon toss and great games led
by Diane and Michele. We had some great soakings without sulking. It was great fun for those who chose to be
a kids for the day! Great day. Great memories of a day at the lake. Check out the videos on the PYC website:
www.Pultneyvilleyachtclub.org
We had a second movie night showing Atlantis for those who braved the cooler night time temperatures. It
turned out to be a night to hang out in the sleeping bags! The kids were hardy and braved the cooler temperatures. The adults didn't do so well. Thanks to Chris Hubbell for putting it together, to Peter Fisk for running the
movie and to Doug Axtell for loaning us the projector.
Currents
Commodore's Challenge, September 7
Kathy Fedick, PYC Commodore will challenge Kathy
Ackerman, Commodore of the Mariners in a race on board a
Hobie Cat. We can watch from the beach or take your own
boat out to watch from the water - if you can keep up with
them. After the race, join members of both clubs at the
Pultneyville Mariners' beach across the creek, up and around
the road to meet our neighbors. Refreshments and snacks
provided by the Mariners. Bring an appetizer to share, or just
come! You can see the perpetual trophy currently held by
PYC on display in the trophy case.
General Meeting, September 14th, 2:00
As always the future of PYC is in the members' hands. Join us at the General Meeting as we vote for 2014
Executive Committee officers and review other areas of interest including our lease and policies affecting all
members. This is the time to provide feedback to the EC on what you like and what you feel can be improved
upon. It is, as always important that the full membership be represented. A variety of minds brings balance and
life to the club. Let's keep PYC, this place special place that has captured our hearts fresh, alive and growing.
International Festival, September 14, 4:00.
An international menu, piñata for the kids, international beers and wines.
Members and guests are to bring an appetizer, side or dessert representing the country of their ancestral origin
or somewhere they wish they were from.
Reservations are helpful in planning. If you think you might be joining us, let us know. For the Roast, we had 40
reservations for the event by the deadline, one week in advance. This is when all the purchase planning occurs
for refreshments, food and EVERYTHING. By the day before the event, we had nearly 100 attending. Can you
imagine the running? We'll never turn anyone away, but please help with early reservations. It will assure we
have enough food, that things run smoothly and no one has any anxiety attacks. To encourage early reservations, two lucky numbers will be picked for prizes. For the Roast, Debbie Heffron was number 25. She won a
PYC pin. Congratulations Debbie. Another member was number fifty. That member shall remain unnamed. Their
reservation was late, so they were ineligable for a prize. Send those reservations in! It's always fun to win!
Prizes will vary from time to time.
Helpers needed to help with food in the clubhouse for Second Haul (October 19), Fleet Captains Work Day
(October 26) when race marks, navigation aids and floating docks are pulled. Sign up to help and to meet other
members. Contact Nancy@nancygong.com.
Mark your calendars for the Fall Banquet / Cups and Flags on November 9th at the Daisy Flour Mill. Sue and
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Andrew Davidhazy, Adria along with Jim and Deanna Wurtenberg, Dragonfly, are helping to organize
this event which closes out our season, the last social event of the year. In what has become a tradition for the
Banquet, Andy Davidhazy will be putting together the slide show. We're looking for images. Send your PYC
summer pictures to andpph@davidhazy.org
PYC is looking for a complete Croquet set and Horseshoe set in decent condition for the club. Contact nancy@nancygong.com.
Reminder: if you are looking for PYC Regalia, check Mike and Mary Jane McDonald, Irish Diplomacy. They
have some merchandise including burgees and hats on hand. They can order most anything you'd like to put a
PYC logo on. In the works is a web link where order can be placed on line. Soon, it will be soon.
Enjoy the season and don't let anything stop you!!!
Nancy
Vice Commodore

Fleet Captain’s Report...
The Fun Stuff:
The PYC summer series continues
with a little surprise as the lead in
the FS<183 (fast spinnaker) fleet
switched from our regular boat to
our Fleet Captain elect’s boat. In
the FS>183 fleet, Practice clings to the lead, while High Life leads
the pack in the NFS (genoa only) fleet. Stay tuned to see if these
skippers can cling to their tenuous leads… The regular Thursday
evening races continue to have the race committee work done by
Steve Sill, who is US Sailing certified. The result is great races with
skippers able to participate in every race. There are a few more
regular Thursday evening races and on August 31st (Saturday) is
PYC’s Bown Race, a long-distance drag race to Sodus and back.
Come on out and see if you can beat Dulcinea on corrected time.
Eric must have a really large tardis to get down to Sodus and back
so quickly.
The PYC Woman Skipper Race was scheduled for August 3rd, the same day as the Pig Roast. Dave and Andre Muth
valiantly tried to run a race but the sailboats all turned around and returned to the docks when they encountered the largish
seas and high winds that were on the lake that day. If there is any interest we could try to reschedule this race in one of the
remaining weekends this year.
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The Jim Ely Moon Race was held on August 17th with three boats participating in a moonlight sail to the Ginna Power
plant eastern buoy. The race started at 20:30 in about 4 knots of wind from the West. There were 3 boats for the 2013
Jim Ely Memorial Moon Race; Practice, Edelweiss and Ravat all sailing Genoa Only. Several of the regular skippers
were out of town or on cruise and Earl Chapman, the sole representative of PYC at this year’s Rochester Hospice
Regatta. (The Hospice Regatta was added mid-summer after Lifetime Care decided to end their support of the event
in the late spring. The new sponsor is Sunset House who hopefully will continue the tradition that Lifetime Care
established in coming years.) The course was established as rounding the Ginna buoy (N 43' 17.312, W77 17.083)
and back to the PYC Race 0 mark with the participants taking their times at the 0 mark. Fortunately the competitors
took their times at the Ginna mark as the wind died completely sometime after midnight. The results of the race can be
found on the PYC website.
Roger Slade who crews on Glad Tidings in the PYC Thursday evening series, invited me to join him at the Women,
Junior, Masters Lightning Nationals in Nyack, NY at Nyack Boat Club.
This race was the qualifier for the juniors trying to race in the Lightning
Worlds later this year. The fleet was 57 boats with some really big
names in sailing, former Olympian and future Olympians. I heard that
Buffalo Canoe Club had more than a dozen Juniors (skipper<20 yrs.
of age) boats (36 young sailors) there. Roger has been racing on his
1961 Nickels since he was about 10 (as crew then), and some of
these kids really are great sailors. PYC should work with neighboring
clubs to build a fleet and get juniors involved. The Lightning is a great
boat for novice and advanced
sailors alike. It is stable, yet
fast with tons of things to
tweak.
When the wind was down the
kids began to have fun and soon everyone was involved in throwing Frisbees
and balls as the boats sailed around the start line. Here is a photo of the top
US Junior crew after 4 successful races. Juniors' Champions: Adam MacDonald, Abby Bennet, Allie Jones
By the way Roger Slade got a 2nd Runner-up (3rd) that is a pretty respectable
showing considering the age of the boat and her crew (all over 50) with his
classic wooden Lightning. And Roger’s daughter, Emily crewed in the 1st
Runner-up boat (photo below) Pandora II, here paddling out to the race course
near the Tappan Zee Bridge.
A panorama showing part of the Junior and Masters fleet waiting for the start of
the 1st race with Nyack Boat Club on the west bank of the Hudson in the
background.

The Not-So Fun Stuff:
Not much to report here, the workboat is done, well under budget with at least 10 hours of labor put in by child labor
(Nathaniel Axtell) and more than 60 hours in total. The race buoys will be pulled soon after the final race, and the
navigation buoys once the boats are on the hard.
Doug
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I overlooked thanking Mike Schiff for his help installing the large stones and gravel on the
North Shore. Mike, along with Steve Sangster and CR Burcroff, worked very hard to make
the North Shore look great. The team plans to spread a new layer of gravel on the Peninsula
next. Thanks to Mike, Steve and CR for their help and hard work!
Early haul is just three weeks away. Fred Bertoni has agreed to plan the haul/storage/
launch activities again this year…thanks Fred! The early cradle day is Saturday September
14 starting at 8:00 am; we should be done by noon. The early haul is Saturday September
21 starting at 7:00 am; arrive at 6:30 am so that we can start on time. The crane should be
on-site on Friday night, set up and ready to go for Saturday morning. The crew assignments and yacht locations are posted in this edition of The Lake Soundings. Members hauling their boats must be present for cradle
day and haul day. All haul/storage/launch reservations and payments should be in by now. Contact me if you
have not submitted your reservation and payment and still want to haul in October.
Please read through the Shoring Policy starting on page 7.13 in the 2013 PYC Membership Log; it’s very
important that you are prepared to haul and store your yacht according to the policy. Take the time now, while
the weather is good and there’s no rush, to make sure your cradle or stands are in good repair, you have the
appropriate wooden blocks for keels and cribing, and to make other preparations. Pads underneath jack stands
should be made of pressure-treated wood or plywood (not chipboard) and be at least ½ inch thick. Remember,
concrete blocks and other masonary products cannot be used to support or block your yacht. We will be
inspecting cradles, especially wooden ones, and stands for structural integrity on cradle day. We will not haul
your boat if you are not prepared according to the policy. Contact me with any questions about hauling or
blocking your yacht.
Your yacht should be prepared and ready to haul on Friday September 20:
•

Fuel tanks topped off

•

Potable water and holding tanks emptied

•

Masts stepped and stored

•

Long steadying lines tied on the bow and stern

•

Fenders on deck and ready

•

Decks cleared of loose items that may fall off during haul

•

Sling placment marks on or near the gunwales on both sides of the yacht

We have added a recycling service to our trash contract with K&D Disposal. A blue 96-gallon wheeled tote is
now in the Pavillion and should be used for recylable glass, plastic and cans. Please don’t throw trash or other
non-recyclable materials in the tote. The tote will be emptied every other week by K&D.
We’ve completed several repairs and maintenance items around the Club:
•

A new slide was installed on the swing set and the hardware supporting the swings was replaced. The
old slide had cracked, making it unsafe, and one of the rings supporting a swing had broken.

•

A new push-button lock was installed on the Clubhouse door; the old lock simply wore out. The lock
combination remains the same. Button “1” is at the top and button “5” is at the bottom of the new lock.
We also had keys to the front door made.

•

A sink faucet was replaced in one of the Clubhouse shower rooms.

•

Andy Davidhazey replaced two fence posts on Appleboom Point and reinstalled the spit rails

•

Jim Deatch completed sounding the harbor around all the docks; we will use this information for future
dredging plans and slip assignments

•

CR Burcroff replaced the screen on the north Clubhouse door.

•

Tony Belaskas installed a new sign with the fees for ice, pump-out and overnight guests on the side of
the tool shed near the ice machine
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•

The gangplank to the floating docks south of the Guest Dock was reinstalled on top of the docks; the docks
drifted away from the shoreline and the gangplank fell into the water. Thanks to Bob Hamilton, Merril and
Cher Gray, CR Burcroff and others who helped.

•

Chris Hubbell (new member) is investigating the Wi-Fi system to see if improvements can be made in
reliability and coverage…stay tuned

The Executive Committee made several decisions at the August meeting:
•

Approved the purchase of two step ladders for use around the Club

•

Agreed to considering adding a new swing set to the existing play area

•

Agreed to consider adding ceiling fans to the Pavillion to control insects and make the area more pleasant
on hot days

•

Agreed to update the haul/storage/launch policy to require all yachts to
be launched and cradles, stands, blocking materials, and trailers be
stored by April 30 of each year

Earlier this year, the Executive Committee approved the purchase and
installation of a new sign on the west gable of the Clubhouse. The picture
shows a mock-up of how the new sign will look. We’ve worked with a local
commercial sign company, the Cornwall Trust and the Town of Williamson
to design the new sign and get the necessary permits to install it. Fabrication of the sign started in late August and it should be installed in mid to late
September. Watch for the new sign and tell us what you think.
We’ve had a lot of visitors to the Club this year; word is getting around the Lake that PYC is a great place to visit
and that’s good. However, the influx of visitor yachts tied up at our Guest Dock has made it challenging for
members and the public to get to the pump-out station on many weekends. PYC solicited and received public
funds to install and maintain the pump-out station. We are required to allow public access to the pump-out and
we charge non-members $5.00 to use the facility.
The Executive Committee is considering a proposal to maintain access to the gin poles and pump-out station
between 10:00 am and 8:00 pm every day; yachts (members and guests) could only tie up in front of the pumpout or gin poles while using either facility during these hours. Overnight docking in front of the pump-out and gin
poles would allowed between 8:00 pm and 10:00 am the following day. Signs would be posted and the fender
boards in the No-Docking zone would be painted blue or another recognizable color.

If a guest yacht arrives during the No-Docking hours, the Officer of the Day (OOD) or another member would
need to direct the guest yacht to the Guest Dock (S1E) north of the North Gin Pole, to an open slip, or to raft off
of other guest yachts if the harbor and Guest Dock are full until 8:00 pm each evening. Guest yachts tied up in
the No-Parking zone after 8:00 pm would need to vacate the No-Docking zone before 10:00 am the next
morning. Please contact me or any member of the Executive Committee with your thoughts on the proposal.
Thanks to everyone for helping keep our club well maintained and looking great!
Mark Laffin
585-314-8831
mark.laffin@gmail.com
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Secretary’s Report...
Please give a warm welcome to new member Pedro Luis Munoz. Pedro Luis has
been boating since 1993 in Lake Ontario, Genesee River and Irondequoit Bay. He
lives in Ontario and sails a 30 foot Ericson named Celtic Wind. With Pedro Luis
joining PYC our membership now stands at 79 Voting, 5 Nonvoting, 3 Reciprocal and
1 Social.
The calendar has been revised to reflect events for the rest of the year, so be sure to
take a look.
Enjoy the rest of the summer while it lasts!
Ellen

And lest you’re thinking about whether to use the boat today or to wait for a different day!

Lake Soundings

September 2013

P

4:00 Happy Hour / Pinata for the kids
International Beer and Wine Tasting

Dinner at 5:30

Menu:
Barbequed flank steak or ribs,
black bean shrimp,
grilled chicken,
potato latkes,
noodles with peanut sauce.
Refreshments:
International beers and wine, soda, water
and other non-alcoholic drinks.
Coffee, international liquors and ice cream.
Bring an international dish to pass. May we suggest a dish from the country of your ancestral
origin, a place you wish you were from or a place you wish you were at!
A - E Hors D'oeuvres
F- M Salad or Side dish
N - Z Dessert

Indicate on your reservation if you'll be bringing an appetizer, side dish or salad or dessert.
For after dinner, Sylvie will have an international program for us.
Reservation form:

Reservations appreciated by September 9th.
Two lucky numbers and prizes have been chosen for two early reservations that fall on those
lucky numbers!

Name

____ $10.00 Adults

____ $8.00 Vegetarian / Vegan Adults

—— $ 6.00 Children 11-13

____ $ 4.00 Children under 10
Name of Boat

————————————————————————————
————————————————————
Make checks payable to Pultneyville Yacht Club
Contact info: Nancy@nancygong.com
Send reservations to: Nancy Gong • 42 Parkview Drive • Rochester, NY 14625

