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Welcome to 2013. May it be a great with a lot of wind and plenty of water 
under our boats.  
 
I appreciate the opportunity to serve as Commodore of PYC. Looking forward 
to working with the Executive Committee of Nancy Gong- Vice Commodore, 
Mark Laffin-Rear Commodore, Doug Axtell- Fleet Captain, Ellen Wozniak
-Secretary, Bob Hamilton- Treasurer, The Cornwall Trust and the General 
Membership and all our neighbors: The Mariners, The Pultneyville Historical 

Society, and our local businesses.   
 
On behalf of the entire Executive Committee I 
invite you to participate in and encourage every-
one to volunteer to host a scheduled social event 
or to serve on the various committees or working 
projects we will have going on throughout the 
season. Our first event of the year is the Winter 
Cabin Party . This has always been my favorite 
club event if you have never attended it, I highly 
recommend it. This year we may even have some 
snow to go sledding.  
 
I can’t forget Greg Fitzpatrick- Dock master, 
Jerri Schiff- Membership, and Webmaster- 
Scott Nichols, Editor/Publisher-Lake Sounding
- Earl Chapman and Tony Belaskas.  
 
The PYC Executive Committee met on January 8, 
2013 and reviewed the upcoming Club season. 
We discussed and finalized the 2013 Social 
calendar of events, which may be subject to 
change. Reviewed all the possible projects that we 
want to begin or accomplish in the upcoming 
season. The first major thing we hope to accom-
plish is to have the channel dredged before the 
end of March to get us ready for the beginning of 
our season.  
 
Remember each one of you is what makes this a 

great club to belong to. Enjoy each other. Hope to 

see you at the Cabin Party. Stay warm. Soon we 

will be back in the harbor enjoying our beautiful 

club.  

Kathy 

Upcoming 

Ac�vi�es  

www.Pultneyvilleyachtclub.org 

Pultneyville Yacht Club 

Date Time Event 

19-Jan 11:59 PM Annual Dues Renewal and Dock Deposit Deadlines 

3-Mar 1PM -6PM Winter Cabin Party @ Webster Park's Parkview Lodge 

15-Mar 11:59 PM Dock Fee Deadline 
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LAKE SOUNDINGS is published monthly for PYC members, 
February through December. Letters to the Editor, 
suggestions, commentaries, wit, memoirs, tales, seaworthy 
tips and maritime art are welcome. Submissions will be 
edited and published as space, temperament and 
accommodations allow  
©2013- Pultneyville Yacht Club. 
 

NEWSLETTER STAFF: 

Ellen Wozniak - Secretary 

Joan Stage - Distribution 

Earl Chapman (echapman@rochester.rr.com) - Editor 

Special thanks to those who have contributed to this issue 

PYC OFFICERS: 
Kathy Fedick - Commodore 

Nancy Gong - Vice Commodore 

Mark Laffin- Rear Commodore 

Ellen Wozniak - Secretary 

Bob Hamilton- Treasurer 

Doug Axtell - Fleet Captain 

H e l l o   PYC! Once again I want to thank everyone who helped out in any way with our 
events and club merchandise last year.  If I have missed thanking anyone, please accept my 
apologies. I am truly grateful to those who gave their time and effort (fun) to make our events 
successful. Member participation is what makes PYC the great place that it is. We tried some 
new things last year to keep it fresh.  Most were well received so, it looks like we’ll continue on 
that path.   
 
The gate is up and the 2013 Executive Committee is off and running.  In the works are lots of 
opportunities to gather with the PYC family; old friends and new.  

To start the year out, if we get another nice snowfall, watch your e-mail for information about an impromptu Winter 
Day at PYC. 
 
Pray for snow. Lots of snow! March 3rd will be having a Cabin Party in Webster Park at the Parkview Lodge.  
Outside, we’ll be playing in the snow with a hill and trails nearby. We’re having races inside! Horse Races! So bring 
your snow toys, be prepared to name your horse and to cheer on the racers! The Cabin Party Reservation form is 
here in the Soundings.  We’ll never turn anyone away for a late reservation, BUT, as a courtesy to planners of the 
event, please be mindful of the reservation deadlines and send your reservations in by the requested deadline. 
 
Many of the regular events were pumped up last year and they’ll be back along with two Movie Nights, one with a 
PJ Party (see the revised date) and the International Festival. Tacky Light Night will have its own night. Open 
Boats will ride along with Homecoming Weekend. BYO Picnics are no longer a listed event since this happens 
naturally on its own most weekends anyways.  You’ll find the calendar here in the Soundings and soon, to be 
posted on the web site.  Please note, a few dates have changed since the tentative calendar was passed around 
at the December meeting, so take a look and mark your calendars. In the members’ section you also find the sign 
up sheet for hosts and helpers for the various social events. Looking for event hosts! It’s really easy. Contact me if 
you’d like to help. It’s fun and a great way to get to know other members. 
 
We’ll also be updating our mosaic of member photos displayed in the clubhouse.. We’ll be taking photos during for 
the first few events at the club. We like to have the boats and water in the background. 

Meanwhile, join us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pultneyville-Yacht-
Club/112479128810876?ref=ts&fref=ts  I welcome suggestions we can build upon. Send them to me via e-mail 
ngong@rochester.rr.com  
 

See you at the Cabin Party! 
Nancy 

Notes from the Vice Commodore 
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The water level of Lake Ontario is paramount on everyone’s mind.  The ancient mariners of 
our Club can’t remember a time when the water level was lower.  The Great Lakes basin is 
feeling the impact of last summer’s drought, along with other inland waterways.  Lakes 
Superior, Michigan and Huron are ten (10) to eighteen (18) inches below their respective 
chart datums. In mid-January, Lake Ontario was seven (7) inches below the long-term 
average for this time of year, and seventeen (17) inches below the level in mid-January 2012. 

 

We are planning to launch yachts on Saturday April 20th if there is enough water in the harbor 
to allow everyone to get to their slip.  We plan to take depth soundings around the harbor in 

early April. We will delay launching yachts until May 18th if the water in the harbor is not deep enough to launch 
yachts and allow movement of the yachts within the harbor.  If you have your yacht stored on the PYC grounds, 
plan to launch on April 20th but, keep May 18th open on your calendar, just in case. 

 

The channel between the harbor and the lake is very shallow.  Bob Hamilton and I sounded the channel on 
Saturday January 12th.  There is a 120-foot stretch of the channel that is 3½ - 4 feet deep.  NOAA and the Core 
of Engineers predict that the lake should rise nine (9) inches by April but, there is no guarantee and a lot of 
variables.  The diagram below shows the results of the soundings that Bob and I took:  

                          

The Cornwall Trust has agreed to dredge the channel; the question is when.  The NY DEC will not allow the 
Trust to dredge from March 15th through June 30th to protect fish spawning.  The Trust is taking bids for the 
dredging and has committed to dredge the channel during the month of March, weather and seas permitting.  If 
the Trust is unable to dredge before March 15th, yachts with a draft of four (4) feet or more (assuming the water 
rises by nine (9) inches as predicted) will not be able to get exit or enter the harbor until dredging is completed 
in early July.   

 

If the Trust cannot get the channel dredged in March, members who hauled and stored their yachts at other 
marinas and rent a dock in the harbor should explore options for temporary dock space outside the harbor until 
the channel is dredged in early July.  Members who hauled and stored their yachts at PYC will be launched but, 
getting out of the harbor will be difficult or impossible for yachts with drafts greater than four (4) feet. We are 
discussing options regarding dock deposit refunds and prorated dock fees with the Cornwall Trust and hope to 
have something worked out in early February.  We are going to keep a close watch on the water levels and we 
will keep everyone updated as conditions change. 

 

Dredging the channel will expend most or all of the $19,000 that the Trust planned to spend on harbor projects 
this year.  There are two projects that the Trust would normally fund that need to be done: 1) Repairing the sink 
holes on the North Shore and Peninsula that resulted from last year’s dredging, and; 2) cutting down a large 

From the Pilothouse... 



Lake Soundings February 2013 

 

P 

dead tree in the grassy area 
south of the campfire on the shoreline.  We are discussing how to fund these projects with the Trust and will 
hopefully have something worked out sometime in February. 

 

We are closing docks N11 – N15 on the North Shore, west of the Little Peninsula (we are not closing N10 
adjacent to the Little Peninsula).  The low water has made it easy to see the poor shape that these docks are in; 
they are not safe to use.  Harbormaster Fitzpatrick will be relocating the non-member renters who normally use 
these docks to other slips in the harbor. 

“Best use of the harbor” will come into play this season when it comes to slip assignments.  The deepest slips in 
the harbor are along the North Shore and the East end of the Peninsula.  If you have a shallow-draft yacht and 
normally dock in one of the deep-water slips, you can almost certainly count on being reassigned to another slip 
that is more appropriate for the draft of your yacht.  We have to put the deepest draft yachts in the deep-water 
slips.  Harbormaster Fitzpatrick and I ask for your patience, understanding and forbearance.  The low water 
level is going to force some difficult and unpopular slip assignment decisions.  If you are asked to move to 
another slip, please accept the change graciously and without debate. 

 

On a more positive note, the Executive Committee met in January and agreed on several projects for this year, 
including: 

Finish replacing the harbor lights with more efficient bulbs to lower our energy costs while maintaining a safe 
level of lighting at night 

Replace the incandescent bulbs in the Clubhouse and Pavilion with compact fluorescent bulbs to reduce our 
energy usage 

Replace the countertop, sink and faucet in the Clubhouse (the sink has a hole in it) 

Purchase and install new Adirondack-style chairs and benches near the shoreline campfire area and the 
grassy area east of N1 on the North Shore 

Rebuilding the Guest Dock pier North of the gin pole, along with other dock repairs 

Purchase a custom-cover for the forklift 

Replacing the privacy fence around the trash bin 

 

Please contact me if there is a project that you would like added to the project list or know of something that 
needs to be repaired or replaced.  We will be walking around the Club grounds and harbor in mid-March to 
identify specific projects for the two Club workdays scheduled for May 4th and May 11th. 

 

This winter the weather has alternated between very cold and moderate temperatures.  These conditions cause 
the ground to freeze and thaw. If your yacht is stored outside, now is the time to check the blocks under your 
cradle or your jack stands to make sure that the ground underneath them has not shifted and that the pads are 
still firmly in contact with your hull.  You should also check your covers for tears and your cockpit drains and 
bilge to make sure that there is no standing water or ice.  Ice expands and contracts as it freezes and thaws 
and can crack or break ribs, bulkheads and other hard surfaces that it comes in contact with. 

 

I am always available to speak to the members of our Club about anything related to the buildings, grounds or 
harbor. Please contact me at any time. 

Mark Laffin 
585-314-8831 

mark.laffin@gmail.com 

From the Pilothouse (cont’d)... 
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Fleet Captain’s Report... 

It is the middle of racing season and thing were a little turbulent for me.  I am 
referring to racing on frozen precipitation aka snow.  I work part time as an alpine 
USSA coach and NYSSRA (USSA’s NY division) U14 athlete development chair.  
This season started off with a drought and with a new group of athletes for me, on 
the day following Thanksgiving with on snow training at Okemo.  We trained hard 
for three days and then returned to western NYS to nothing until December 27th.  

In the skiers world this is the same as the dry slips we are currently facing at PYC; extremely disappointing.  
Then on my birthday, January 6th , an instructor hit the tail of my ski rotated it through a full tack (woops wrong 
water sport) and completely severed my ACL in my right knee.  I immediately started on PT and am mobile 
with a brace but ultimately will need reconstructive surgery.   I see the surgeon soon.  The good news is my 
athletes are wonderful young ladies who all work very hard, are great to work with and are achieving fantastic 
results so far. 
 
The downside to this is; I will need more help than usual this spring getting the navigation and race buoys 

ready and in place.  I anticipate having surgery about the time the snow melts away and flowers emerge, and 

may have limited capability for a while afterwards.  In addition, I hope people will be patient as I gimp about 

during launch.  That said, I am hoping the rest of the winter brings us a lot of snow cover, so think snow even if 

you aren’t a skier so your boat has something to float upon in the spring.  With luck the great lakes basin will 

get hammered with snow in February and lake levels will rise. 

Doug 



In  

Memoriam 
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Bob Corbin  

East Rochester: Peacefully, surrounded by his loving family, January 1, 2013 at age 89. 
Predeceased by his loving daughter, Gail Schoen. Survived by his wife, Jean (Ulmer); 
daughters, Diane Carhart (Rich) & Barb Miller (Glen Dauphinee); grandchildren, Emily 
Castrechini, Tracy Abbott, Audrey Myers, Michael Miller (Allison); great grandchildren, 
Jayden Castrechini, Mollie Mattice & Gwenyth Miller; brother, Richard Corbin; sister, 
Jackie Meier; several nieces & nephews. US Army Veteran of WWII. Bob was retired 
from Kodak where he worked for 36 years. He was a member of the American Radio Re-
lay League and the Antique Wireless Association where he volunteered for many years. 

Secretary’s Report... 

Greetings all, I hope the winter is treating you well.  While we wait for the snow to melt (and 
lake to fill) the Executive Committee is off and running.  I’d like to thank Barry Gheer for 
helping me with the transition in my role as Secretary.  I will surely be looking for his 
continued support as the year progresses.  In the meantime, here’s an update on some of 
the efforts in my area: 
 
 

• Membership Dues and Dock Deposits - At this point you should have received your invoice and 
made the appropriate payments postmarked by January  19th.  Please contact me immediately if 
you or someone you know has not received it yet.   

 

• Club Calendar - This early in the year some of the dates can be a little fluid, so you will likely see 
revised versions of the calendar as dates, times and places get firmed up.  Revisions will be 
communicated via the Soundings, emails, and an updated calendar on the website. 

 

• Membership Cards – The target mailing for membership cards is late February.  The cards will 
include door combinations and website passwords.   

• Member Log - The information for this will come from the database that was used to create your 
invoices.  Please look at your invoice to ensure the information is accurate.  If you provided updated 
information on the invoice, I will be sure to make the changes.  If you need to make any further 
revision please send me an email at ellenwozniak@yahoo.com 

• Email Contact List – I will be working from the distribution list that Barry provided to me for newslet-
ter distribution and other member communications.  Please let me know if this contact information 
needs to be revised. 

Thanks in advance for your help and patience while I continue to transition into the role. 

Ellen 



Club Events Schedule 2013 
Updated 1/22/13 

(Changes/updates will be sent by email and published in the Lake Soundings) 

Date Time Event 

19-Jan 11:59 PM Annual Dues Renewal and Dock Deposit Deadlines 

3-Mar 1PM - 6PM Winter Cabin Party @ Webster Park's Parkview Lodge 

15-Mar 11:59 PM Dock Fee Deadline 

13-Apr 8:00 AM Launch Floating Docks 

April 20 – 21 7:00 AM Launch Boats (April 21 only if needed)  *PLEASE SEE  NOTE BELOW 

27-Apr 8:00 AM Fleet Captain Work Day 

4-May 8:00 AM First Club Work Day 

11-May 8:00 AM Second Club Work Day 

25-May 2:00 PM Commodore’s Review 

26-May 
9:00 AM 
5:00 PM 

Memorial Day Flag Raising  
Picnic and New Member Reception 

27-May 9:00 AM Bowersox Memorial Day Race 

8-Jun 10:00 AM Commodore’s Brunch 

8-Jun 1:00 PM General Membership Meeting 

7-Jul TBD Fun Race  

13-Jul 7:00 PM Ice Cream Social & Movie Night 

June 14 – 15 12:00 AM Scotch Bonnet Race 

20-Jul 11:00 AM Pultneyville Homecoming Parade in the hamlet 

20-Jul 4:00 PM Open Boats - Open to the public 

27-Jul 9:00 PM Tacky Light Night 

28-Jul 9AM - 12PM Balance Wellness Event 

3-Aug 11:00 AM Ladies Skipper Race 

3-Aug 5:00 PM Club Roast 

14-Aug 11:59 PM Haul Sign up/ Payment Deadline 

17-Aug 1:00 PM Commodore’s Challenge (Mariners Host) 

17-Aug 7:00 PM Jim Ely Memorial Moon Race (Full moon Tue Aug 20th) 

24-Aug 7:00 PM PJ Party & Movie Night 

31-Aug 9:00 AM Bown Race 

14-Sep 8:00 AM First Cradle Day 

14-Sep 2:00 PM General Membership Meeting and Officer Elections 

14-Sep 4:00 PM International Festival 

21-Sep 7:00 AM First Haul-out Day 

12-Oct 8:00 AM Second Cradle Day 

19-Oct 7:00 AM Second Haul-out Day 

26-Oct 9:00 AM Fleet Captain Work Day 

9-Nov 5:00 PM Fall Banquet/Cups and Flags (location to be announced) 

1-Dec 1:00 PM Annual General Membership Meeting; Pultneyville Fire Hall 

   

* Launch date based on water level.  Alternative launch date is May 18th. 
   

Future events to be added once dates are established 

SBYC Challenge Cup   

PYC Long Distance Challenge Race  

Club Cruise (Fri—Sun)    

Dredging (March or early July; depends on weather and seas) 

Hospice Race (Rochester)   

 

P 



PYC Winter Cabin Party 
PYC Members and guests, join us for some winter fun! 

 

Sunday, March 3rd, 1- 6pm 

Webster Park at the Parkview Lodge 
(across from the White House) 

 
ACTIVITIES 
Sledding hill 

Trails for cross country skiing or snowshoeing.  
Bring your winter toys and clothes to change if you need. 

 

We're having a Horse Race!  
Think Kentucky Derby~PYC style. 

We'll be looking for jockey, horse names and an audience! 
 
 

THE MENU 
PYC will provide refreshments, chili and stew 

 
 

RESERVATIONS 

$7.50 per person I $6.00 for Children under 12 
Make checks payable to Pultneyville Yacht Club  

Send reservations by February 23 to:  
Nancy Gong 

42 Parkview Drive 
Rochester, NY 14625 

Please be mindful of the reservation deadlines, Planners need time to 
plan and prepare. 

 

Your Name(s), Mark children with* 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Bring  a dish to pass. Let us know what you 'll be bringing: 
  Appetizer  Side Dish   Dessert 


