
ing a budget.  It will be the last official 
duty for Betsy Rice as our Vice Com-
modore and CR Burcroff as our Rear 
Commodore.  They have both served 
the Club well these past two years.  I 
have thoroughly enjoyed working with 
them on the Executive Committee.  
Their insights and expertise have 
added much to the daily workings of 
the club and they have been great 
company at meetings as well.  It is a 
well kept secret but at Executive Com-
mittee we not only eat well, thanks to 
the culinary expertise of our members, 

but also truly enjoy each other’s com-
pany.  Kathy Fedick, our new Vice 
Commodore and Ron Hilgert the in-
coming Rear Commodore have al-
ready discovered this for themselves 
at our last meetings.  I look forward to 
working with both as they begin their 
official duties in January. 
See you at the Fire hall, 

Anneliese Bopp 

Dear Members, 
 
The Fall Banquet 
celebrating our 65

th
 

anniversary was a 
great success from 
the champagne 
toast, compliments 
of Charlie and 
Carol Burkwit,  to 
the slide show with 
pictures from the 

30’s and 40’s and then from the 
1970’s forward.  It was a fitting way to 
celebrate 65 years of hard work, 
great friends and wonderful memo-
ries. 
 
At the banquet I was honored to pre-
sent this year’s Commodore’s Service 
Award to Jerri Schiff.  Jerri has been 
our Membership Chair for the past 8 
years.  She fields phone calls and 
emails, greets prospective members, 
answers multitudes of questions, and 
shows off the club facilities with great 
pride.  As I was talking with two new 
members at the banquet they caught 
sight of Jerri and remarked that she 
was the reason they joined the club.  
That says it all.  In addition to her 
years as Membership Chair, Jerri has 
served as co-chair and then chair of 
the Sunshine Committee for the past 
13 years.  Her cards of congratula-
tions as well as condolences remind 

our members that they always have 
the support of fellow members.  
When you next see Jerri, please 

congratulate her and thank her for 
all of her years of service and dedi-
cation to the Club. 

 
I hope to see 
everyone at 
the December 
meeting on 
Sunday, the 
6th at 1 pm.  
We’ll be wrap-

ping up this 
year’s activi-
ties, outlin-
ing projects 
for next year 
and approv-

Signals from the Commodore 

Dec 2009 
Volume 14, Issue 12 

www.pultneyvilleyachtclub.org 

Key Dates This Month 

The Best Kept 
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December 6 1:00 pm Annual General Membership Meeting; Pultneyville 

There is no LAKE SOUNDINGS published in January.   
The next issue will be published Feb 1, 2010...Have a great holiday season! 
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LAKE SOUNDINGS is published monthly for PYC members, February 

through December. . Letters to the Editor, suggestions, commentaries, wit, 
memoirs, tales, seaworthy tips and maritime art are welcome. Submissions 
will be edited and published as space, temperament and accommodations 

allow  

Copyright ©2009- Pultneyville Yacht Club. 
 
NEWSLETTER STAFF: 
Barry Gheer - Secretary 
Stage/Markovitz - Distribution 
Earl Chapman (echapman@rochester.rr.com) - Editor/Publisher 
Special thanks to those who have contributed to this issue. 

PYC OFFICERS: 

Anneliese Bopp - Commodore 

Betsy Rice - Vice Commodore 

CR Burcroff - Rear Commodore 

Barry Gheer - Secretary 

Garland Nichols - Treasurer 

Jon Flowerday-Fleet Captain 

See you at the annual meeting De-
cember 6

th
.Merry Christmas and 

Happy  
 
New Year from Jan and myself. 
 

  Thank You, 
  C. R. Burcroff 

This will be my last 
article for The 
Lake Soundings.  
The next  article 
will be by our new 
Rear Commodore. 
 
Halloween we  

pulled the floating docks. Members 
that volunteered were Steve and 
Natasha Labelle, Rick Walker, 
Greg Fitzpatrick  Bob Hibbard, (all 
new members this year) Eric Mat-
teson, Don Byrnes, Dave 
Weagley, Tom Jayne, Daryl Hunt, 
Ron Hilgert and Barry Gheer.  I do 
appreciate the help getting them out 
even with the rain we had.  All of the 
real work has been completed for 
this year. 
 
For those of you who were not at 
the Banquet, Ron Hilgert received 
the Rear Commodore’s award.  Like 
Berry Gheer  last year, Ron was the 
most deserving this year.  He was a 
great help to me starting last winter. 
The serving tables were his design.   
Then came the new docks. Ron or-
dered the decking and helped with 
decking along with Bob Hamilton, 
Steve Heffron and myself. I needed 
to have this done before the work 
days. They did this and still worked  
their regular work day.  Thanks go 
out to all of these guys. 
 
Ron is going to make a very good 
Rear Commodore.  He will have my  

support and I hope all of yours, 
 
For me the hardest part of being 
your Rear Commodore was writing 
these articles.  It’s part of the job so 
I thank you for putting up with my 
writing skills. 
 

Notes from the Engine RoomNotes from the Engine RoomNotes from the Engine RoomNotes from the Engine Room    

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Ever since I took over the newsletter, I’ve been trying to 
get CR to send me a picture of him to replace the silly little cartoon I 
plugged in as a place holder 11 months ago.  All I ever got was a chuckle 
and a wink.  Thanks to Ron Hilgert, I now have one, and I couldn’t just let 
CR win, so here it is, blown up 11X to make up for 11 past issues...with due 
warning to our new officers! 



I accidentely stumbled on the finish of the 2009 12 meter world championships in Newport RI last weekend 
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Currently we have 
83 voting, 7 non-
voting, 0 social, 
and 2 PMI recipro-
cal members. 
 

Reminder: The General Meeting is 
at the Pultneyville Fire Hall on De-
cember 6 at 1 p.m.  Mark your calen-
dars and I hope to see you there. 
 
I want to thank Carolyn Flowerday 
for volunteering to manage the 
Club’s reciprocal privileges for 2010 
on behalf of the Club’s cruising 
members.  I know that Carolyn al-
ready has a couple of full time jobs 

and taking care of the Club’s recipro-
cal privileges is greatly appreciated. 
 
Next I want to congratulate Jerri 
Schiff for receiving the Commo-
dore’s Service Award and Ron 
Hilgert for receiving the Rear Com-
modore’s Service Award at the No-
vember Banquet.  Jerri’s and Ron’s 
contributions to the Club have been 
many and not just during this past 
year.  We are lucky to have them. 
 
Since this is the last newsletter until 
February I want to remind everyone 
to check their invoices when they 
receive them in early January to be 

Secretary’s CornerSecretary’s CornerSecretary’s CornerSecretary’s Corner    
sure that their information is accu-
rate and complete.  This year I re-
ceived several complaints about in-
formation in the membership log, 
only to discover that it had been 
wrong for one or more years.  My 
crystal ball isn’t working very well 
(Could be the batteries.) so if you 
don’t tell me, your log entries proba-
bly will not be correct. 
 
Last I want to thank each and every 
member of the secretary’s staff for 
their hard work and support this past 
year.  Thank you!  And to each of 
you have a safe and joyful holiday 
season. 

Barry 

 
It is hard to believe that two years 
have passed and that my term as 
Vice-Commodore is drawing to a 
close.  I have had lots of fun working 
with everyone as we’ve planned 
events.  We’ve tried some new 
things as well as stayed with the 
familiar.  Some have succeeded and 
some not so much.  But through it 
all, the support and camaraderie 
have been fantastic!  I have truly 
enjoyed my two years and trust that 
everyone will be just as supportive 
as Kathy Fedick steps into the role. 
 
 
My best to all over the holidays and 
stay warm over the winter! 

Betsy 

tings of “real” forks, knives and 
spoons.  You may recognize some 
of the patterns from your childhood, 
since they are a throw back to the 
50’s and 60’s!  They have been sit-
ting in his parents’ basement waiting 
for a good home and where better 
than this?  The dishes are for mem-
ber/guest to use with the proviso that 
they be washed and returned to the 
cupboards after use.  We are hope-
ful this will alleviate the need for eve-
ryone (myself included) to “borrow” a 
few paper plates, cups, spoons from 
the back room when having a picnic 
in the pavilion.  Also, this way, you 
won’t have to haul your own dishes 
up from your boat to the pavilion to 
eat.  You can use those in the club-
house.  There is approximately ser-
vice for 30.  We will still use paper 
goods for big club events. 

Many thanks to 
Charlie and 
Carol Burkwit for 
organizing a 
memorable Fall 
Banquet at the 
Pultneyville Grill.  
The ambiance 

was lovely, the food terrific and the 
companionship of members out-
standing!  It was nice to see a famil-
iar Lake Ontario, even if all the boats 
were out of the water.  A good time 
was had by all. 
 
There is one final change to report 
before my term ends but you won’t 
notice it until next spring.  Larry and I 
have cleaned out the kitchen cup-
boards in the clubhouse and added 
several sets of “real” dishes; plates, 
cups, glasses and some place set-

Notes from the Vice Commodore 

Ron Hilgert took many great pictures from this year’s banquet and has 
posted them for your viewing pleasure.  You can see them at: 
 

http://picasaweb.google.com/RonHilgert?feat=email 



Date Time Event 

March 1 2:00 pm Beach Volleyball Party 

April 25 – 26 7:00 am Launch Boats (April 26 only if needed) 

May 2 8:00 am Fleet Captain Work Day 

May 9 8:00 am First Club Work Day 

May 16 8:00 am Second Club Work Day 

May 23 1:00 pm Commodore’s Review 

May 24 9:00 am Bowersox Memorial Day Race 

May 24 5:00 pm Memorial Day Picnic 

June 6 11:00 am Commodore’s Brunch and New Member Reception 

June 6 1:00 pm General Membership Meeting / TACKY LIGHT NIGHT 

June 6 – 7 7:00 pm Jim Ely Memorial Moon Race (Full moon 6/7) Preliminary 

June 20 – 21   Scotch Bonnet Race 

June 20 1:00 pm BYO Picnic* (Cornwall Pavilion) 

July 18 9:00 am Pultneyville Homecoming and Open Boats(11 am – 1 pm)* 

July 18 1:00 – 3:00PM Ice Cream Social 

July 18 3:00 pm Fun Race 

July 31 -- August 2   Club Cruise  (Fri—Sun) 

August 8 10:00 am Ladies Skipper Race 

August 8 5:00 pm Club Roast 

August 15 1:00 pm Commodore’s Challenge* (PMI Host) 

August 22   Hospice Race (Rochester) 

September 5 9:00 am Bown Race 

September 5 5:00 pm BYO Picnic (Cornwall Pavilion) 

September 12 8:00 am First Cradle Day 

September 12 2:00 pm General Membership Meeting and Officer Elections 

September 12 4:00 pm Oktoberfest 

September 19 7:00 am First Haul-out Day (September 21 only if needed) 

October 10 8:00 am Second Cradle Day 

October 17 7:00 am Second Haul-out Day (October 19 only if needed) 

October 24 8:00 am Fleet Captain Work Day 

November 7 Evening Fall Banquet (The Pultneyville Grille) 

December 6 1:00 pm Annual General Membership Meeting; Pultneyville Fire Hall 

2009 Pultneyville Yacht Club Calendar 
Updated Jan 12, 2009 
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