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Members,
Our last social
event of the year
was a great success with 61 people attending the fall banquet.
I extend my thanks to Mark and Laurie Blaakman for hosting the event and to Wendy
Axtell and Terri Bolt for the raffle and
door prizes.
The next event is the annual meeting on
December 7th at 1pm at the fire hall in
Pultneyville. Our main agenda item is the
review and voting on the 2009 budget. We
will also have an update on the lease and 2009

projects. This event is also a small social so
bring a snack to share and we will provide the
liquid refreshments.
This is my last Soundings article as your Commodore. It has been a very busy but fun time
with the day to day activities and also the lease
negotiations. Having a place to relax and enjoy good friends makes it all worth while.
I want to thank the 2008 Executive Committee for all of the time they have spent this year
in running the club. It takes a lot of effort and
everyone worked together to make 2008 a
good year.

We’ll see you at the general meeting,

Dave Weagley

At the 2008 Fall Banquet,
Commodore Dave
Weagley presented the
Commodore’s Service Award
to Cher and Merril Gray, and the Rear Commodore’s Service Award to Barry Gheer.

2008 Service Award Recipients

In presenting this year’s Commodore Service award, Commodore Weagley said “Over the past
eleven years Merril and Cher Gray have been the Sounding’s editors and have done an excellent job keeping us all informed. They sorted out the material that the officers sent in each month and many times
needed to chase us down because we were late. For all of
their patience and dedication I presented the 2008 Commodore Service Award to Merril and Cher Gray."
The 2008 Rear Commodore’s Service Award was awarded
to Barry Gheer. On Rear Commodore Burcroff’s behalf,
Dave read a note from CR that said it best. “Well, he’s just
always there, helping with whatever is needed”.

Barry receives Rear Commodore’s
Service Award from the Commodore
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Secretary’s Corner
December General Membership Meeting
The final general membership meeting of 2008 will be held on December 7th at
1:00 pm at the Pultneyville Volunteer Fire Department Hall located just
west of the Pultneyville Pickle on Lake Road. The 2009 PYC budget will be discussed and voted on during the meeting. Commodore Weagley will also have an
update on the lease negotiations with the Cornwall Trust. All voting membership
units should attend.

Membership
News
Membership Unit Counts
At the close of 2008, membership
stands at:: 81 voting, 9 non-voting, 0
social and 3 PMI reciprocals. Chris
Abate recently rejoined the club.

My thanks go to everyone who volunteered their time and talents to
the activities under the Secretary's flag the past two years. The results have been superb and everyone in the Club has benefite from
your hard work. I also wish Secretary-elect Gheer the best as he
begins 2009.
I hope we cross paths as we cruise the lake in 2009 and beyond.
Fair winds and calm seas,
Mark Laffin .

Welcome back Chris!

Hopefully you caught our own
Eric Matteson in ESPN Classic’s
documentary on the 100th running of the Chicago Mackinac race, where Eric was a crewmember on Ray
Howe’s Earth Voyager. We’ll watch for times of an encore presentation and
publish, but I hear Eric will soon be getting a DVD, which I’m sure he will be able
to be talked into sharing.

Celebrity in our Midst
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Notes from the Vice Commodore
Many thanks to Mark and Laurie Blaakman for
organizing a memorable Fall Banquet at the
Triphammer Grill. Thee ambiance was lovely, the
food terrific and the companionship of members outstanding! While the High Falls were not lit, having
them nearby added to atmosphere. A good time was
had by all.

people to come up with
new ideas.
Specifics
mentioned included an ice
cream social, Holiday
themed parties (Christmas
in July???) and also having more recorded music
at events. Activities other
than games, drawing on
the talents of members/friends/family for entertainment, holding events at different venues (e.g. Sodus
Bay lighthouse) and adding speakers of interest were
also suggested as possibilities.

Plans are afoot for a new social season for next summer. More on those specifics in the next edition of the
Soundings but thank you’s already go to the Weagleys,
Fisk/Gongs, Boesels, Axtels, Bolts and Hamiltons for
volunteering to organize events. There will be another
opportunity to sign up to host or help at the December
meeting.
As far as food preferences are concerned we are a club
of burger and chicken lovers. We like red wine by a
As promised, here is a brief summary of the social sur- 2:1 margin over white and nobody (I mean nobody)
vey. After a few reminders, I had 25 responses. Given voted for Budweiser as their “beer of choice.” If there
the size of our club, this is a great return! Thanks to all are Bud lovers out there, you need to make yourselves
who participated. So, now the results (drum roll…).
known! LaBatt’s Blue was preferred by 2:1 over Heinekin and there was a strong contingent with a preferIn terms of the number of events held, nearly everyone ence for lite beers. Also mentioned was beer other than
thought the number of events held was “about right.” the “mass market” type for a change. On the soda
Only two people thought otherwise and both of those front, diet colas were number one ranking, followed by
people wanted more events! And while not everyone colas in general. There was a slight preference for
plans to attend every event, the comment was made Coke over Pepsi. Sprite and others were down on the
that it was good to have choices. Not surprisingly, the list. However, LOTS of comments suggesting lemon3 main reasons people attend are they enjoy the cama- ade or iced tea as other alternatives to consider and botraderie of members, it is a good way to meet members tled water made also made a strong showing.
and they like to sample the different dishes people
bring to pass. The predominant reasons people don’t While this survey wasn’t rocket science, it helped me
attend is that they have competing social/family obliga- confirm some hunches about types of events to plan
tions or need to be at work.
and food to purchase. There were many other suggestions that I haven’t mentioned (or this would be too
Based on the 25 responses I received, the favorite event long!) but I will use them in planning as well. Thanks
last season was the Club Roast. All events received again to all of you who participated.
votes as “most favorite” but the warmth of August, the
theme and the food were clear winners! The least fa- If any of those comments motivate YOU to want to
vorite event this year was the Club Cruise. Again, all host a new and different event, please let me know. We
events received votes for “least favorite” but the loose will be setting the club’s social calendar at the January
organization of the cruise was cited as the reason. Fa- Executive Committee meeting. Stayed to next month’s
vorites or not, again I’d like to thank all those who Soundings for more about the calendar.
helped organize them.
And…stay warm over the winter!
Suggestions for improvement of future events centered
Betsy Rice
around the desire for new themes and/or different
events. Many comments were made about encouraging

PAGE

3

PAGE

4

Fleet Captain’s Report

Shakespeare, in one of his
plays, said the “Parting is such
sweet sorrow”. I now understand what he meant by that
wise statement. I am sorrowful that I am not continuing as
your Fleet Captain, but happy
that I will have time to do other things, such as cruising Penelope in what little free time that the farm allows me. I enjoyed my canal trip, as I said in last
months article, and look forward to repeating the trip
in the spring. New horizons are beckoning us to explore.

grievous error at the fall banquet. I awarded the
Bown awards to last year’s winners. I will correct
that mistake at the Annual meeting in December. I
will also award the flags for the Fiasco race at that
time.
Good news for next season is that the nav-aids will
have new lights on them that should be brighter.
So, with the best of wishes to Jon for success during
his term I bid you a fond farewell.
Fair winds and smooth sailing.

Tom

It has been brought to my attention that I made a

Notes from the Engine Room
This is the end of my first year as your Rear Commo- Flowerday, Mike
dore. I have enjoyed the year, it is a lot of work and Saporito and
some fun.
Dave Weagley.
I survived a launch and the two haul outs with a lot of Dennis brought
along his children
help from Fred Bertoni. I would like to thank
Daryl Hunt for getting the contract with Clark Rig- and they pounded
loose nails on the
ging last winter. When I took over, he volunteered
decking. I hope I haven’t forgotten anyone. Thanks
to get the contract.
to all of you!
This year I will be talking to Clark Rigging in December and have a contract by the first board meeting in Barry Gheer is the recipient of the Rear Commodore’s Award. Barry is always here, there and eveJanuary. Also a lawn mowing contract.
rywhere. Congratulate him when you see him.
The south side of the peninsula was left open this fall
for new dock construction. This seems to be moving Also a THANK YOU to Merril and Cher Gray
for eleven years of putting the Soundings together
along. We should have some new docks by launch
this coming spring. The plan is to have them built off each month for all of us.
site and installed after the old docks are removed.
I can’t believe this year is over (time flies when you
are having fun). Jan and I wish all of you a Merry
I would like to thank the crew that showed up on
st
Nov. 1 to pull the floating docks. They were Robin Christmas and Happy New Year.
Wilkinson, Joe Davis, Don Byrnes, Dennis
Cooney, Bob Hamilton, Barry Gheer, Jon

LAKE

SOUNDINGS

C. R. Burcroff

LAKE

SOUNDINGS

Thank You

Thank You

Thank You
Thank
You
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You

Commodore: Dave & Terry Weagley

Thank
You

Fleet Captain: Tom & Julia Jayne

As we roll into
the new year,
several of the
club’s officers
are completing
their “tour of
duty”.

There is no way to thank them enough for all
they have done for the club and it’s members.
Please be sure to thank them in person when you
see them

Secretary: Mark Laffin & Judy Overholt

In case you missed them, here are a few pictures
of them caught in their “Sunday Best” at the Fall
Banquet,
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The PYC Log is our way of telling the members what is in the wind for the upcoming weeks. Please read it
over and mark your calendars for these important club events
•

SUN - DEC 7

Annual Meeting - Pultneyville Fire Hall - 1PM
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