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Signals
from the Commodore

By Bob Hamilton

Dear Members,

Now that Memorial Day, the Commodore's Brunch and General Membership meeting eventsin
June are behind us, we are off to the summer cruising season. | want to thank everyone for their
support in those events and hel ping make the club ook good.

Aswe enter the second half of our year, | also want to thank the Board for their support through
thisfirst half of an unusually busy time accomplished with alot of hard work. An extended
thanks to everyone who has been supporting the Board positions with specific jobs and responsi-
bilities. With the major work behind us, it istimeto enjoy theracing and cruising season.

For those who could not make our membership meeting, hereisaquick summary of my report.

«  Wehad our first Harbor Association Meeting on June 2 at the Clubhouse. The Association processis intended
to open communication among the club and private concerns within the Pultneyville harbor. Those represented
included the Pultneyville Mariners, The Mill Street Marina, Gail Levy, our neighborsto the south, Roy Angelo,
Wayne Brigman and Tom Brown, and our Pultneyville Yacht Club. Our first meeting was for introductions as
well conversational over awiderange of topicsincluding dredging, weed control, funding opportunities, dock
availability and other general topics. The group consensusis that the Association isagood process and should
be continued. Our next meeting will be Aug 3 and we will provide areport. If you have ideas or want to discuss
this activity more, please contact me.

* We have formed a nominating committee for election of the 2003 Officers. The new positions we are expected
tofill are Commodore and Fleet Captain with the other positions returning for another term. The committeeis:
Lou Cardinale, Rich Critchlow, Joe Griffo, Jane Hamilton, Ed Walluk.

If you have ideas, questions or recommendations related to the 2003 Officers please contact the committe
members.

"Signals"” cont. on pg 4
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@The Secretary's Corner
by Diane Griffo

We are again pleased to welcome
new membersto our PY C family.
Mark and Laurie Blaakman and
family arejoiningus, bringing our
voting member total to 107! We
continue to have 1 Social Member, 2
CM, 18 Non-voting, 6 L ake Sound-
ingsonly.

Here are a few reminders:

* Reciprocals and updates are in the clubhouse.

e Many Logs have not been picked up from the
clubhouse. ExtraLogs may be purchased from
me. Cost is $3.00.

* Membersareinvited to submit articlesfor
publicationin Lake Soundings. Try to keep
articlesto one page of size 12 fonts. Text should
be e-mailed as aword file. Secretary and Editor
cannot guarantee inclusion in the next issue, as
we sometimes have space considerations.

*  Please contact Membership Chairman, Jerri
Schiff if you know of someone who would like
to become a member of PYC.

« If you know of someone who would like a dock
only, please contact Dock Master, Larry Helber.

Time seemsto be flying by! Have a safe and enjoyable
cruising season.

DianeGriffo
585-482-5854 dgriffo@frontiernet.net

LAKE SOUNDINGS is published monthly for PYC

members, February through December. This newsletter is printed
on recycled paper. Please saveit to continue
the cycle. Letters to the Editor, suggestions,
commentaries, wit, memoirs, tales, seawor-
thy tips and maritime art are welcome. Disk,
e-mail, typed or printed material must reach
the Editor by the published deadline. Sub-
missions will be edited and published as
space, temperament and accommodations
allow.

Copyright ©2002 Pultneyville Yacht Club.

NEWSLETTER STAFF:

Diane Griffo - Secretary

Stage/Markovitz - Distribution

Merril Gray (cgrayl@rochester.rr.com) - Editor/Publisher
Bob Hamilton - Printer

Specia thanks to those who have contributed to this issue.

PYC OFFICERS:

Bob Hamilton - Commodore
Dan Harris - Vice Commodore
Larry Fedick - Rear Commodore
Diane Griffo - Secretary

Andy White - Treasurer

Kermit Sleggs- Fleet Captain.

Womens' Sailing

Friday afternoons starting July 12th and continuing
through August. Meet at Puff (on the South
Shore....Hotchkiss old dlip) at 2pm.

All Women welcome, you don’t even need to be a
member of the Club! If the weather’s bad we sit at
the dock and chat, if’ sit hot but nowind, bring you
swim suit. Bring beverages to share, and a story to
twototell.

Questions: call Cindy K. 315-331-3458

Boat US Seminars

The BoatUS Store in Rochester is presenting free
seminars at their store on 1850 Ridge Road. A list
will be posted in the Clubhouse.

Earl and Mildred O'Laughlin
by Dianegriffo

Raise your hand if you’ve read the PY C History

pagesintheLog. If you check page 8.1, you will

find the name of PY C'sfirst historian, Mildred

O’ Laughlin. Sheand her husband, Earl still enjoy

receiving the Lake Soundings, and keeping up with

club events.

Mildred and Earl, who lived on East L ake Road,
wereinvitedtojoin PY Cin 1966. Mildred said they
built their dock on the north side of Salmon Creek.
Just as members do now, they enjoyed sailing their
30’ cutter on Lake Ontario and in the Thousand
Islands, and using their reciprocal privileges.

In 1978 the O’ Laughlinstook early retirement to
beginlifeliving aboard their sailing vessel. Mildred
had been a Social Studies teacher and a social
worker in the Irondequoit School District, and Earl
was an electrical engineer who worked at Kodak.
During the next 23 years, mostly spent in Caribbean
waters, they visited numerousislands and countries,

(Continued, pg. 3)
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Rear Commodore Reports

Notes from the Engine Room--

everybodyinformed.

askedtoburnthepile.

Haveagood summer:
Larry Fedick

Rear Commodore

O'Laughlin (cont. from pg. 2)

among them the Virgins, the Netherlands Antilles, and
Venezuela. 1n 1981, they purchased a 36-foot cutter,
which was built to their specificationsin Taiwan.

Along the way, sailing the Sequin, they met many
friends, both international yachtsmen andlocalsin
diverse ports of call. (PY C reciprocals honored?)
Also during that time, Mildred wrote articlesfor
variousyachting journalsand yacht club publications.
A goal of her articles was to “influence others to
follow their dreams and cruise the seas” and “to
encourage other sailorsto live aboard and enjoy life.”

Mildred and Earl are now land-based and livein
Laurel, Maryland where they enjoy living near their
relatives. They recently celebrated their 36" wedding
anniversary! Mildred isphilosophical, and saysthat
although they are facing the fact that they can no
longer sail their own yacht, life doesindeed go on.
Sequin is at the Granada Y acht Club and is for sale.
The O’ Laughlins must have thousands of storiesto
tell!

Mildred was kind enough to send me copies of the
monthly newsletter published by the Seven Seas
Cruising Association to which they belong. They
contain articles written by current and former ocean
yachtsmen. Y ou may have seen them in our club-
house. Enjoy reading them AND your PY C history!

by Larry Fedick

TheNewY ork StateDepartment of Environmental Conservationhasjust Notifiedme
that themodificationstothedredging permit havebeen approved amnow intheprocess
of schedulingthedredging. Asl makeprogresswiththeremaining permits, |’ |l keep

Withregardstothecradlesintheorchard, therearetwo or threeold wood cradlesin .
theburnpile. If thesecradlesdonot bel ongtherepleasenotify me. ThePultneyvill efiredepartment will be

&

Neptune Rising!

; - 18 Jl ..'_"'
At arecent impromptu gathering at the club, Nep-
tune, akaBrian McCarthy, completewith trident and
draped in seaweed (well, use your imagination)
presidesover ceremoniesfor there-naming of
severa boatsinthe harbor.

Rocker Needs Help!

The Palmer Rocking Chair on the Club
House porch needs some repair and
refinishing. If you'd like to help, con-
tact Nancy Gong on Tai Pan or by
calling 585-288-5520.
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Scotch Bonnet Race!

"...4 hugé’ day for PYC!" &ric Matteson, skipper, "Dulcinea"

The Scotch Bonnet Race, hosted each year by the
Genessee Yacht Club, saw alarge contingent of PYC
Sailors participating, with outstanding results.

Briefly, in Division 2, (Spinnaker) "Moonrise" under
the hand of skipper James S. Ely took first place,
while " Tantrum", with Tom Bolt at the helm finished
firstin non-spinnaker Division 5. Tantrum was also
the fastest GO fleet boat, securing the Stewart Cup. -
"Isabella”, piloted by Tom Broderick, placed thirdin ~ BobElliot, GYCRear Commodoreand Scotch
Division 6 (non-spinnaker.) The catamaran i oison ot PP
"Dulcinea”, a newcomer to the harbor this summer
and skippered by owner Eric Matteson finished fourth in
Multihull division 7 aswell asfourth overal. Detailsof the
Scotch Bonnet standings can be seen at the GY C Web Site
at http://www.ashly.com/gyc/races/sbir.html.

Notably, since the inception of the Stewart Cup eight
years ago, it has been won by a PY C skipper four times
and by Kermit Sleggs' "Ariadne" twice. The Stewart Cup,
which isfor the fastest placing of the non-spinnaker fleet

Tantrum Crew, lefttoright, Larry Rice, .. .
Doug Axtell, holding Stewart Cupplate, ~ €gardless of division number, waswon by Jim Ely last

"Tantrum” skipper Tom Bolt, with Stewart  year, |n that race, as "Moonrise" placed first, Tom Bolt's

Cup, Scott Nichols. Crew not present,

Alex Brougham. "Tantrum" was only three minutes behind. The overall

message is that

athough PYCisa
small club, her skippers (there were five PYC
skippers aboard " Tantrum" this year) are tough
competitors. Race picturesfor this article were
courtesy of Scott Nichols, "Dulcinea" by Russ
Palum. Bob Hamilton and Doug Axtell al'so
contributed.

Eric and Tracy Matteson leave the harbor for a
trial run before the Scotch Bonnet race.
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| On The Range

by Kermit Sleggs

Hi Racers,

It wasgreat to see 14 boats participatein the June 6th race. We are off toagood
start withthree Thursday night racescompleted asl writethis. AtthePY C General
MembershipMeeting | provided anupdateof what wehaveaccomplished sofar. If
youareinterestedinreadingacopy of my updatepleaseemail meat

Seggs@hotmail.com.

July will beabusy month, aswewill endthespringracing seriesonJuly 4andbegin
thefall seriesonJuly 11. Wewill plantohost apicniconJuly 4toendthespring
series. We'll supply the meat and beverageand ask that theracersbringadishtoto

topass. I’ [l sendareminder by email and announcethisagainat the June27 race.
Itlookslikethe Poker Racewill beagothisyear. Keep July 27 or August 3freeif you' dliketo participatein

thisrace. Moredetailswill follow.

TheWomen Skipper’ sRace Seriesbegan on June22 and will al'sobescheduled on June 29, July 6, and July
13. Pleaseplanto attend the skippersmeeting at 10 AM andjoininonthefun. Last year wehad 11 boats

participate. Let’ sseeif wecanincreasethat number!

That’ sall for now,

Kermit Sleggs

Fleet Captain

Sleggs@hotmail.com

607-545-8675

il 4 o N e 4 X LR

Signals from the Commodore (cont. from page 1)

» TheCommodore'sChallengeisscheduled for August 24" and PY Cishosting the event thisyear. Details
aredtill being worked, so plan on being thereto cheer uson. 1t would begreat if wecanrepeat last year’s
SUCCESS.

Withthe July cruising season upon us, | wish everyone safe cruising and good times.

Asl writethis, | am also getting ready to crew on the Scotch Bonnet with Eric. By thetimeyoureadthis, |
amsuretherewill bemany great storiesfrom that race aswe have severa boats participating from the club.

Bob Hamilton
Commodore

VqunAe27, No.6 5
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From the cruising grounds; avoyage of the "Nausicaa"

by Anitaand R. Todd Smith

Sincewegot theboat inthewater latethisyear -
thesecondweek of April instead of thetraditional
first week - wehave been anxiousto makeupfor
lost timeand get cruising. Wemadeour apolo-
giestoDanfor missinghisexcellently organized
eventsfor theholiday andresolvedtostart
Memorial Day weekend. Armedwithanextra
day off, 200 gallonsof diesdl, therequisitebottles
of fermented grapeadult beveragesand adesper-
ateneedto get away for awhile, we headed out
Friday afternoonMay 24that 6 PM.

A front passingtothenorthin Canadawas
whipping up anice15to 20 knot breezefromthe
west sowevirtually surfedthe31nmfromPY C
to Oswego harbor. Thedogshadn’ tgottentheir
sealegsyet and had turnedrather greenby the
end of thevoyage. AftertyingupattheOY C
sailingdock andfindingtheclubhousedark and
locked, weambled off toMojo’ sfor asmuch
barbecueand bluesaswecouldhandle.[Y es, the
ribsthereareevenlarger andtastier thanat the
Dinosaur, and arenot to bemissed by any rib
connoisseur, suchasmyself.] Theforecast called
for thewindtoshifttotheNE and strengthen, but
at 11 PM therewasno substantial waveactionin
thebay. By 12 PM atwo-foot chop had devel -
opedonthebay, andtheincreasing andincessant
noiseandrockingfromthefloatingdock andthe
pitch of theboat forced usto moveover tothe
publicdock onthe East Side of the Oswego
River. Thecombinationof darkness, current,
reverberatingswellsandafleet of largely unlit
fishingrowboatsdartingaround usaswemotored
upstreamtodock madethisexerciseanythingbut
aull.

Saturday morningthewindwasmostly fromthe
north but diminishing, sowedecidedtocrossthe
lake. 30nm|ater wepassed the Psyche Shoal
buoy inbetween Point Traverseand Main Duck
Island. Aswe passedinthenow calmwater we
waved to acoupleof thedivesboat weknow
fromKingstonthat weretied up over thewreck
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of theOliveBranch, atwo-masted schooner Sunk
September 30, 18801yingin95feet of water...anice
day for adive. 13NM later weentered the Quinte
Waterway (thecenter channel buoy at theend of
Amherstidandwasapparently missing) and madeour
way downto Picton. Thetown dock at Pictonwas
great: diesel and gasoline, completehookupsandno
chargetostay overnight. Wehadreadthat thePicton

Y Ccharged $20for thefirst night sowewelcomedthe
freeberth. By eveningtheplacewasfull andlatethat
night atwo-masted brig evenshowed upfull of students.
Wehad agreat meal at the Alley Cat Pub and sampled
somelocal brew: Redcoat PaleAlefrom Glenora
SpringsBrewery (www.indie-arts.com). Thebrewery,
whichisabout 4 milesfrom Picton, apparently enjoys
unannounced visitsbut wehad|eft thebicyclesat home
sowe' |l savethetour for thenexttrip. That nightthe
wind pickedupdramatically, but wewereunaffected as
thegeography of Pictonharbor makesit aperfect
hurricanehole: moderatebluffsonall sideswithanoffset
harbor entry.

Sunday morningweheaded north past Deserontoand
thenwestinto Telegraph Narrows. By noon (yes, we
gotacomfortably latestart) therewereForce5 condi-
tionsbarrelingright throughfromthesouthwest. We
had to bleed off speed to 10knotsto keep our teeth and
kidneysintact. Thestreakingfoamandgray water
reminded usof CapeAnninaNovember gale. Once
wecrossed Big Bay westoppedinBéellvillefor lunch.
Thesmall bay ontheEast Sideof theharbor hassome
great littleseafood shacksandwhileitwasstill rather
windy, thesunhadreclaimedthesky andwe

After awalk around townwe scooted of f to Trentonto
buy somedinner suppliesat the A& Pnear thepublic
dock. TheTrenton A& Pisalmost asniceasaWegmans,
andwerestockedwithvictual sfor theremainder of the
voyage. Thelast stretchto cover that day wastheMurray
Canal. Fortunately thewater ishigh, astheapproachon
theEast Sideisrather shallow. Atthesecond bridge
headingwest achallengingfunnel iscreatingfor boththe
water andtheair movement. Compensatingfor boththe
currentandthewind gust ssmultaneoudly, Anitapulledthe
boat closetotheseawall, | dropped afiverintothecup
extended on apole by thetoll collector, and he flipped me a

Volume 27, No.6



"Nausicaa' (cont.)

loonie for my change; we never had to stop. It was
certainly the most interesting toll-collection system
we have ever seen. Forty-five minutes after we
entered the canal we were back on Lake Ontario
and threaded our way through the private markers
that outline anarrow channel into the Presgu’ile
Yacht Club. If you arein akeelboat, getting into
this harbor could be challenging most years; but
there is no shortage of water this year. No one
was around the club, so wetied up at the gin pole
wharf and helped ourselves to the barbecue
pavilion. Later we met a couple of the members
who were most hospitable and got us akey to the
clubhouse. There is a convenience store about a
guarter of amile from the club near some commer-
cial fishing operationsand asmall marina. We
walked over amile past that and didn’t find much
else.

By late evening, the wind that had blown so hard
for nearly 36 hours had died completely and the
water became like amirror. Looking south that
night just after sunset, we could see the flashing of
Scotch Bonnet Light to the southeast. The next
morning we crossed the bay to the deep-water
government dock near Presqu’ile Lighthouse and
Provincial Park to have awak around. The
Presgu’isle Lighthouseisthe oldest lighthouse on
the north side of Lake Ontario, and the park boasts
agreat view over the lake. The park was full of
birds and deer, judging by thelegions of binocular-
toting Scots on Safari there, and is apparently
renowned as a birding site.

After we spent the morning walking around we set
off for West Lake and the town of Wellington. |
have yet to meet anyone who has actually been
here. | think thisislargely dueto the fact that the
channel leading into thelakeis—or, at least, in the
last few years was - too shallow for most sailboats.
The beautiful scenery hereis dominated by alarge
point bar replete with sandy beaches and high
dunesto the south, that completely close off West
Lake from open water, save asmall artificial
channel. We wove carefully up the channel and
the shallowest reading we got was just over six feet
actual depth. Inside the lake of about a mile across
reputably averages 10-15 feet deep. Just after the
channel isa small town wharf on the left and 100
yards past that is the town dock. The couple that
owns the bait shop at the town dock are also the
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town harbormasters and are quite friendly and helpful.

It cost $30 CAN to stay at the dock overnight with
power, so we did. But next time we would probably just
anchor out in West Lake. The center of town is about a
ten-minute walk away. | wastold the fishing at the dock
was legendary, and not needing any more incitement
than that, | sprung for a Canadian license and strung up
my poles. Apparently thelocalsall know thisaswell
and at least a dozen of them joined us for the evening
fishing ritual. Atonepoint | did seefivelargetrout
swim past my lure without acknowledgment. Other than
that, the fish apparently did not hear of the importance of
thisdaily riteand by 10:30 PM everyone left with only
mosquito bites to remember the effort.

The next morning the conclusion of our trip was upon us,
so we prepared for the offshore journey and plotted a
course for the 40nm back to Pultneyville.

The lake was in the most amazing state that we have ever
seenitinfor acrossing. The entire trip the mill pond
surface of the lake was only broken by the occasional
wake from apassing commercial vessel. Thevisibility
started out at only about 5 miles, but by mid-lake we could
clearly see BOTH shores.

22.3nm north of PY C we could see in the west the distinct
yellow shape of the new 3-meter weather buoy at N43.62,
W 77.41 that is owned and maintained by National Data
Buoy Center. This buoy was deployed April 11th and since
its hourly readings are accessible on the Internet (http://
www.ndbc.noaa.gov/station_page.phtml) it can give great
up-to-date off shore data for cruisers. Sincethelast leg
only took 1 hour 45 minutes, we had the rest of the day to
clean up and catch up on alittle boat waxing. The 182nm
we traveled were a great start to the season. Our plan for
this season’ s next trip is to head east up the St. Lawrence.
More tales to come.....

Crossing the Bar

The membersof PY C extend our heartfelt
sympathy and concernto Paul Roetling onthe
passing of hiswife Jan, after alongillness.

Memorialsmay bedirected to the Cancer
Center at Rochester General Hospital, 1425
Portland Avenue, Rochester, NY 14621.
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PO. Box 137
Pultneyville,NY 14538

Pultneyville Yacht Club Site at the Web:
www.pultneyvilleyachtclub.org

PYCLOG

ThePYCLOG isour way of telling the memberswhat isin thewind for the coming weeks. Pleaseread it over and mark your

calendars for these important Club events.

July 14
July 20

July 20-21
July 21
August 9
August 10
August 16-18

Kelly Miller Circus-Route 104, acrossfrom Pitts Ford
Pultneyville Homecoming-Antiques and Crafts, Parade,
Chicken BBQ, Nick and the Nice Guys, Fireworks.
Gilbert & Sullivan's*Ruddigore” GatesHall
Irondequoit Concert Band at Forman Park, Noon.
August Board Meeting @PYC

Pig Roast

ClubCruise



