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Signals from the Commodore 
Waiting seems to be the most valuable skill these days.   Yes, and patience is a virtue.  On the 
positive side; 1. The IJC now expects water levels below 2019, if the forecast for a relatively dry 
May holds, 2. We’re still in the running for NYS Business Resiliency Program projects submitted 
last January, and 3. We’re still on track for a May 30 launch date (See Rear Commodore Don’s 
article). 
 

Obviously, the Covid-19 situation is our greatest concern right now.  As of this writing, the NY 
PAUSE rules remain in effect until May 15.  Guidance on a phased reopening will come as the 
data shows it’s safe to do so.  We will communicate how this affects PYC activities and events as 

we learn the facts. 
 

In the meantime, we’ll get our boats ready, try to be patient, wait and stay optimistic.   
 

“Optimism is true moral courage.” - Sir Ernest Shackelton (1872-1922) 
 

Stay safe and be well! 
Your Commodore, 

Daryl 

Notes from the 
Engine Room 
In my last article I used a phrase 
in referencing the COVID-19 virus 
that some considered 
inappropriate, offensive, or racist 
and I apologize for that, it wasn't 
meant to be taken that way. 
 

We are still planning to launch on May 30th. This year 
will be unlike any other launch that I've encountered 
and I ask for your patience, understanding, and help 
to get this accomplished. The launch is still a month 
away as of this writing and I'm assuming there will be 
some mandates in effect as the launch date gets 
closer. In order to limit the number of persons involved 
with the launch, Russ Palum has come up with a four 
shift, twelve member crew working 2 hour shifts.(7-9, 
9-11, 11-1, and 1-3). We may have to adjust as we get going so , I'm asking each shift to show up one hour earlier to 
step up as needed. Let the crew chief know you're available and stay away from the operation if not needed and 
maintain social distancing. The final launch schedule will be sent out separately later this month. 
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Listed below are some additional changes that will be in effect during the launch:  
 

 * Everyone directly involved with the launch would wear face covering and gloves at 
  all times. 
  * Do not congregate in the clubhouse! 
 * Only one or two heads would be available. (the others will be off limits) Disinfectant and wipes to be used 
  before and after use. 
  * Someone would be assigned to wipe down the heads and doorknobs and surfaces every  hour. 
  *  You would bring your own lunch. ( keep social distancing) 
  *  I think we could do a coffee break if coffee was served by the "clubhouse workers" and donuts were spread 
  on individual plates. (again, keep social distancing) 
  * The cradle crew would lag behind away from the launch crew. 
  * Practice safe distancing as much as possible and use hand sanitizer. 
 

Don't show up if you're sick or have covid-19 symptoms ( Get someone to fill in for you) 
 

Last month I asked for  volunteers to help with getting the floating docks in on May 23, so far four (4) members 
stepped up. I'm trying to limit the number to around 10. Let me know if you can help. We also plan to put the channel 
buoys in that day.  

 Stay safe, stay healthy, 
   Don 

From the Fleet Captain 
 

Our racing schedule is indeterminate right now.  I am thinking about options that include family 
races, if social distancing guidelines are still in force, rescheduling some of our “old chestnut” 
races in lieu of some of the newer ones and hoping that groups of 5-10 will be allowed by the time 
we start.  Whatever it is, the racing will probably start 3-4 weeks after we are in the water…I 
hope.” 

Betsy 
 

Notes from the Vice Commodore 
  
Well, I think it is safe to say that the term “Cabin Fever” has taken on whole new level of 
meaning!  
 

Like everyone else I am anxiously awaiting for things to begin advancing towards the post-
lockdown, “New Normal”, whatever that might be.  Getting the boats back in the water will 
certainly help.  That said, we will likely not go “full throttle” on holding social events until we see 
what sorts of restrictions are put in place in terms of group gathering numbers as we move 
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forward.  I’m craving a good party as much as anyone but we need to 
remain safe.   To repeat my comments from last month:  this WILL 
pass,  and when it does, we will dust off the events calendar, regroup, 
plan and hold some events that will eclipse the late start and make this 
season a memorable one for all the good, fun reasons.  Meanwhile I lay 
awake at night trying to devise ways to socialize while social distancing… 

 

I do have a bit of good news to share, in the form of unabashed pride and joy.  My first 
grandchild (and new Crew member for Beautiful Maladies!), Maxwell Fox Brannon, was 
born on April 14th.  All is well.  I cannot wait to see him. 

 Please stay safe everyone! 
Bruce 

 

From the Secretary 
I’m pleased to announce that the electronic version of the 2020 Membership Log now is available 
on the Club website.  Thanks to your quick review of the Membership Directory, we were able to 
conclude production on schedule.  Thanks also are due to the Log’s many contributors.  
Commodore Daryl introduces the Log with the traditional Commodore’s Letter.  You’ll note the 
letter, and indeed the entire Log, is silent on the pandemic.  Contributions to the Log were 
prepared prior to our having to confront the virus, and to avoid endless revision, we elected to keep 
the Log as originally written.  One consequence of this decision is that Log’s Calendar of Events 
now is outdated.  Once new dates are known, we of course will update the Club’s website 
calendar. 

 

Again this year, Fleet Captain Betsy has documented last season’s racing success—and other accomplishments—in 
the Log’s Fleet Awards.  We’ve Dockmaster Greg to thank for the Dock Assignments chart.  An advantage of having 
to view the Log electronically is you can appreciate—and read!—the detail that goes into the chart.  Unfortunately, the 
handy but small size of the printed Log means its dock chart is mighty tough to decipher.  Historian Larry has updated 
the Log’s History of PYC, but ever the iconoclast, this year his update is at History’s beginning, rather than its end! 
 

Not to diminish efforts of others, but the real “Lion of the Log” is Data Manager Earl (better known here as Editor 
Earl).  All the Log’s tabular data—the Boat Reference, the Seniority Listing and especially the Membership 
Directory—are generated from the Club database that he maintains.  And because of Earl’s continued database 
improvements, this year we were able to have final tables (almost) “as easy as pressing a button.” 
 

Once there was a final draft, all the EC and Webmaster Scott pitched in on its review.  Many thanks to all!  But I’d be 
remiss in not also thanking last year’s Secretary for his work on the previous Log.  Having a working Word version of 
the document to start from made this year’s production much easier than what he had to go through!  And of course, 
any errors that remain in the document are mine. 
 

We expect to have the printed Log, and your Membership Cards, available whenever the launch takes place. 
 

Thanks to Treasurer Florence, here are the Member and Dock statistics: 
 

 

Your Secretary, 
Brian Smith 

 End Apr Apr 

Paid Mem-
bers 2019 2019 2020 

Voting 74 74 71 

Non-voting 4 7 8 

Social 2 3 3 

Reciprocal 1 1 1 

Boats Docked    

Members 78 67 68 
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The Sail Locker 
Club Historian 

Larry Rice 

 

A Few Good Readers 

 

Could you use some good Soundings news? How about weddings and birth 
announcements; new boats; social activities, recipes and banquets; and cruise 
plans and racing accounts? 

 

The Soundings issue you ‘hold in your hands’ takes the long way home. You 
can follow the published path (and development of the Club) by visiting the 
Lake Soundings page and searching back issues of Soundings to 1974. 
Webmaster Scott Nichols has posted these issues, right along with current 
news from Editor Earl Chapman.  
 

Soundings usually features articles and photos from current Members of the 
Executive Committee. But Soundings has also always treated other topics, like 
those asked above, around Club life. Individual Members have been regular 
contributors. There are some common themes, given the Club foundation of 

fellowship and fun on the water, for different eras and Editors. 
 

While it’s not clear what was the original inspiration or who was the founding Editor, Soundings has been housed and 
published under the auspices of the Club Secretary – currently, Brian Smith. Even in an era of instant access, this 
historic arrangement makes sense, especially with the connection between Club branding and Member 
communications.  But formal responsibility notwithstanding, those that know, know that the real work of the newsletter 
is done by the Editor. 
 

A more or less complete list of Editors follows: Earl Chapman (2008 -present); Merrill and Cher Gray (1998-2007); 
Jamie and Clara Forero (1997-1998); Dave Catapano (1996-1997); Kathy Perry (1994-1995); Nancy Gong (1992-

1993); Bob Geraci (1990-1991); Bill Marsh (1988-1989); Joyce Turner (1986-1987); Peter Foy (1984-1985); Carl 
Puckett (1982-1983); and Tom Barker (1974-1981). 
 

Soundings followed the story of harbor (1974-1978) and building (1996) plans, reporting on Member survey and boat 
data. The May 1975 issue featured the program for harbor rededication. Some of these not so long ago accounts may 
sound a little bit familiar: formation of Lake Ontario- PHRF (March 1980); an account of a wild Bown Race by former 
Club Historian, Millie O’Laughlin (March 1980); and a Mississippi Great Circle cruise by Ray and Lorrayne 
Walvoord (July-October 1987). Memorable, too, announcement of the black tie celebration of PYC’ 50th Anniversary 
(September 1994). When you have a moment and need to reconnect, watch the video of our 50th Anniversary at the 
YouTube link on Club Home Page. 
 

Some PYC Members may also remember the days when 
the monthly Soundings would arrive in the U.S. Mail. Past 
Editor and Club Secretary Tom Barker recently donated 
his printed collection, including Annual Meeting Minutes, to 
the Club. He also contributed articles about Summer and 
off season (Armchair Cruising – January 1976) family 
cruises.  
 

Russ Palum scanned Soundings into the PDF files you 
can read at the Lake Soundings  page. The effort is 
ongoing. What is the chance that you may find Soundings 
issues from the missing years, 1988-1990 and pre-1974, in 
your files?  
 

Club Historian, 
Larry Rice 
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Followup from April Article on NYS Boating License 
 
 

 

Following my article in last month’s Soundings, fellow club member, Ira Goldman forwarded this reminder of NYS 
boating license requirements. 
 

“ a reminder that with the passage of Briannas’ law everyone will need a Safe Boating Certificate to operate a 
boat with a motor by 2025 and if you were born on or after Jan 1, 1993 you need to have it with you in 
2020.  There are a number of NASBLA approved equivalent certificates from USPS (now called Americas 
Boating Club), USCGAux, etc as listed in this FAQ link https://parks.ny.gov/recreation/boating/frequently-

asked-questions.aspx#adventure  This reinforces your suggestion about taking the BoatUS on line course, it 
is one of 6 that NYS has approved and it is the only one that is free.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another link that might be of interest to PYC members is the Americas 
Boating Channel https://americasboatingchannel.com/ there are eight 
free short boating education videos and four more dealing with the 
benefits of joining Americas Boating Club.” 
 

 

 

Thanks Ira! 
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