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Signals from the Commodore
Hi everyone,
It's been three years and this is my last article (my least favorite part of the job). I'd like to thank
everybody for their cooperation and support over the last three years. I hope everyone will give their
continued support to Darryl and the rest of the Executive Committee.
I’d also be remiss to not highlight for those unable to attend banquet that this year’s recipient of the
Commodore’s Service Award was Pat Sangster, who has supported me throughout my yeats as
Commodore. I couldn’t have done it without her.
Thanks Steve

Notes from the Vice Commodore
It’s hard to believe that December is here.
We had great turnout at the November 2nd
Fall Banquet at Ontario Country Club, great
food and friends were enjoyed. December 1st
@1pm @Pultneyville Fire Hall we have our
December General meeting. Please bring
your favorite dessert or hors d oeurves to share. Come out and
catch up with everyone.
Thank you for all your support over the last ten years as a PYC
officer. It’s been a pleasure working on the Executive Committee
with everyone. Please welcome Daryl Hunt, Bruce Brannon
and Florence Socci. Please contact Bruce Brannon @
beautifulmaladdies7.6@gmail.com or 585-469-7600 to sign up
and help him with the work days and events. Save the date for
the Winter Party at NewPort Yacht Club on Saturday
February 29th. More information to follow. I heard through the
grapevine that Skip Millor would like to pass the Merchandise over to someone new to handle. Please give Bruce or
Skip a call if you are interested. The process that Skip Millor and Mike McDonald set up works well with the form
available to order online. Thank you for all you both did with our merchandise items.
For December this is what is going in the hamlet of Pultneyville. The Pultneyville Deli is under new management and
is open everyday from 630am to 8pm. There are lunch specials daily and some new dinners added. The UpPub has
reopened and is open Thursday, Friday and Saturday 4pm to 10pm serving food until 8pm and on Sundays opens at
1pm for all the football fans. Gates Hall is presenting How to Succeed In Business Without Really Trying on
November 22, 23, 29 and 30 @730pm & November 24 and December 1st @230pm. Boom Point Winery is now open
on Salmon Creek Road on Saturdays and Sundays from 12noon to 6pm until December 31st. Then will reopen in the
spring. Come out and enjoy our local wines. December 8th is the 10Th Annual Pultneyville Illumination from 3pm to
5pm. Stop out and enjoy our local places. Enjoy your Holidays. Here’s to a successful boating season next year.
With warm regards. Kathy
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Rear Commodore’s Report
Winter is upon us once again. With the cold temperatures we had to winterize the
clubhouse earlier then we hoped. We even had ice
in the harbor already and had to break it up before
hauling the work boat.
We still have one project going on and that is the dredging. Rolf
from Back Bay Marine finally began moving his equipment to PYC
on November 1st. He took a fall while loading his pipes and broke
four ribs in his back left side. Because of the weather and his
injury, he arrived on November 14th and they started setting up for
dredging which started on November 20th late afternoon. As of this
writing, he has completed the channel, north shore and end of the
peninsula. He expects to be done with the dredging by December
2nd and start the breakdown process.

The natural gas line was installed by RG&E in October and Steve
purchased and installed the new furnace and water heater. We
are waiting for RG&E to install the meter and test the service
which will be on or around December 9th. Hopefully we;ll have a warm place to relax this spring when getting our
boats ready for launch. Better yet, if mother nature helps! Thanks to Steve and Pat Sangster, Russ, Bob Hamilton
and Carl Webeck for helping out on this project. Hope I didn't leave anyone out.
This year’s recipient of the Rear Commodore’s Service Award was Russ Palum. Russ has put in countless hours
making sure the water is on and the docks stay up, and I really appreciate his support and assistance., not just this
year, but every year. I also want to thank everyone for their help and support thru the year and wish you all a Happy
Holiday season.
Don

From the Secretary
Neither snow nor rain nor heat nor gloom of night stays these Executive Committee members from
the swift completion of their appointed rounds. Or something like that. After the November EC
meeting, the Vice-Commodore, incoming Treasurer and Secretary managed to get solidly stuck in a
snowdrift, quattro and winter tires notwithstanding. Yet with intrepid shoveling, they finally made it
safely home.
We’d said previously that Club accomplishments under Commodore Steve’s command deserve
recounting. Here are at least some of them: the new storage barn, Clubhouse porch extension,
power and water stanchions on the South Shore (completing work he previously had led for the North Shore and
LAKE SOUNDINGS is published monthly for PYC members,
February through December. Letters to the Editor,
suggestions, commentaries, wit, memoirs, tales, seaworthy
tips and maritime art are welcome. Submissions will be
edited and published as space, temperament and
accommodations allow
©2019- Pultneyville Yacht Club.

PYC OFFICERS:

Steve Sangster - Commodore
Kathy Fedick - Vice Commodore
Don Boesel- Rear Commodore
Brian Smith - Secretary

NEWSLETTER STAFF:
Brian Smith - Secretary
Earl Chapman (echapman@rochester.rr.com) - Editor
Special thanks to those who have contributed to this issue

Lake Soundings

Dave Kay - Treasurer
Betsy Rice - Fleet Captain

December 2019

Peninsula), gas furnace and water heater for the Clubhouse, upgraded WiFi—and a lot of gravel
spreading (perhaps you’ve seen his card? “Have Tractor—Will Travel”). PYC certainly has
benefited from his leadership. Thanks, Steve!
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And how ‘bout them (small b) bills?! Not to worry, they’re on their way. Data Manager Earl
expects to send out Dues and Dock Reservation invoices around the middle of this month. Payment will be due 19
January, so you might want to pay when invoiced—and have one less thing to remember during the holiday season.
As usual, the Club has renewed its (no-cost) Cooperating Group Agreement with BoatUS. PYC members receive a
discounted BoatUS Membership dues price of $15 and 10 percent off Water Towing Services by using Source Code
GA80260Y when joining or renewing BoatUS Membership. More information is available at:
https://www.boatus.com/products-and-services/membership
Treasurer Dave has provided the membership and boats docked numbers shown below. (The unusual ½ entry is a
new member who converted from renting at mid-year.)

2019
Paid Members (as of 26 Nov)
Voting
75.5
Non-voting
7
Reciprocal
1
Social
3
Boats Docked
Member
69
Renter
5

2018
(at year end)
84
5
1
2
75
3

Because Dave has his own end-of-term remarks to make, I’ll close here.
Your Secretary,
Brian Smith

U

nderwater winch designed to wind up at
high speed any lines or painters left
hanging over the stern.

Beard, Henry & McKie, Roy, sailing. New York,
Workman Publishing, 1981, Print.
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Treasurer’s Report
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I have enjoyed serving as your treasurer the past two years and working with
skilled colleagues on the Executive Committee. I feel we should all offer to
serve in an office or position at some point during our membership years in
order to spread the work around and learn more about the governance, finances, and functioning
of our club. An added benefit is becoming better acquainted with our members. Thank you for
your support.
Dave Kay

Fleet Captain’s Report
The boats are hauled, race marks, nav aids and docks removed from the harbor. The Committee
Boat is in the shed, winterized and has a reworked canvas cover for next season with zippers that
work! Many thanks to everyone who came to help Don Boesel and me with the Fleet Captain/Rear
Commodore Work Day at the end of October. Hearty volunteers were: Eric Anderson, Scott
Boesel, Bruce Brannon, Earl Chapman, John Garlock, Bob Hibbard, John Hoefler, Bob
Hoover, Kevin LeBlevec, Eric Matteson, Pete Miller, Stu Pearson, Larry Rice, Rick Walker and
Kevin Yager. There was wonderful weather and great teamwork!
On to the Awards Banquet…for those of you who could not attend, here is a summary of the awards
from a season of racing.
• The heart of the racing program is the Thursday Night series. A total of 16 weeks around the race buoys with adjournment to the pavilion for BYO picnics and bragging rights after the race. This year, the
Thursday Night Course Champions were Nick Harkola, Kelly Vore and the crew of Walkabout.
• Additionally, there are annual races to honor and remember influential racers at PYC who have passed on.
Winner of the Bowersox Race, was Earl Chapman and Still Comic; winner of the Bown Race for flying
sails was Eric Matteson and Dulcinea, non-flying sails division won by Bob Hoover and For Play; the
Moon Race was won by Nick Harkola and Kelly Vore and Walkabout; The Johanna Cup was also won
by Nick and Kelly on Walkabout.
• The race program also includes several races, while competitive, don’t require a continual commitment to
racing. The Women’s Skipper Race was won by Kelly Vore on Walkabout;
th
• The July 4 Double Handed Race and 50 Mile Lake Race were both won by Nick Harkola and Kelly Vore
on Walkabout.
• And, if you haven’t had enough racing, the is the Fall Pumpkin Series - a series of 4 “matinee” races during
the weekend. This year’s series was won by Eric Anderson on Gordy B.
• If you don’t race, you can win the Cruising Award; this year’s winners were Dave and Bonnie Kay.
•

Finally, some trophies for overall best performances:
• The Cannan Cup for best long-distance racer in PYC went to Nick Harkola and Kelly Vore on Walkabout
• The Cornwall Trophy for overall excellence in racing both club and
lake races also went to Nick Harkola and Kelly Vore on Walkabout
• The Lake Race Trophy for best PYC performance in the Scotch
Bonnet was won by Scott Nichols on More Practice, who single
handed the overnight race.
• The US Yacht Racing Sportsmanship Award went to Kevin Yager
• Last but not least, I was pleased to give this year’s Fleet Captain
Service Award to Bob Hoover. Not just this year, but for many
years, Bob has volunteered to staff the Committee Boat, so that
others may race. And Bob was always willing to help with other
racing tasks and shared delicious home- grown vegetables from his
garden to the picnics!
Thanks to all fleet members who helped make this a successful season! I’ll be
setting up a planning meeting for the 2020 Race Season for late February or
early March. I am looking forward to next year.
Betsy
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Notes from the New Vice Commodore
Greetings everybody!
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While I am excited to take on the PYC “Vice Commodore’ship”, I must admit
that it is somewhat intimidating to follow in Kathy’s footsteps (or perhaps I should say wake…?). She
has done a spectacular job and deserves our heartfelt thanks and gratitude! Indeed, as a member of
only two seasons, it was through all those fun events that I’ve been able to get to know so many of
you. The resulting fellowship has reassured me that I clearly made the right choice bringing Beautiful
Maladies to PYC.
We’re going to have a lot of FUN this year! We’ll hold some of the traditional, legacy events and hopefully mix things
up in a good way through some new (or resurrected) festivities. We know how to have fun and hopefully our social
“glow” in 2020 will help to attract some new members.
Our Winter Cabin Party will be on Saturday, February 29, at the Newport Yacht Club. There’s an extra day in 2020,
so what better way to spend it than to have a party? More to come….
Later this winter I’ll be soliciting ideas and likely hold a “brain storming” session with interested members before
solidifying the 2020 social calendar.
All that said, I am going to need HELP to pull this Vice Commodore thing off! Along with soliciting ideas this winter, I’ll
also be looking for volunteers to help at the events; a “Vice Squad”, if you will! Think about adding THAT to your
resume’s.
I have set up a dedicated e-mail account for PYC related correspondence: beautifulmaladies7.6@gmail.com
Please update your contact lists accordingly.
Since this is the last Soundings of the year, if I don’t see you at the December meeting, I hope you all have a safe and
happy holiday season.
Bruce

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
As Bruce noted, there is no Soundings issue in January. The next issue should arrive at
your inbox for the 1st of Feb!
Have a great holiday season!
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