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Signals from the Commodore 
Hi everybody, 

 

I can't believe it's September already. The high water is going down but probably will return next 

year. If anybody has ideas on preparations or improvements we can make to our club to help us deal 

with the high water levels, please let us know. 

 

Our September meeting is on the 14th at 2:00 PM where we will be electing three new board members: Darryl Hunt 

for Commodore, Bruce Bannon for Vice Commodore and Florence Socci for Treasurer. Also please look at the 

website for the draft minutes from the June meeting as we will be voting on acceptance.  

 

With the water level dropping we may be restarting a couple of projects around the club one being the new electric 

and water lines on the South Shore and some new docks in September, just before first hall.  

 

If anybody on late haul wanted to consider moving to early haul where there are only 17 boats, it would make your 

day a little shorter.  

Thanks Steve 
Notes from the Vice Commodore 
Hard to believe September is here. We have had some 
beautiful days for sailing this summer. Thank you to 
everyone that helped make our 75th Anniversary Open 
House on August 10th a huge success.  Thank you to my 
husband Larry, Cathy and Stu MacDonald, Stephanie 
and Greg Fitzpatrick, MaryJane and Mike McDonald, 
Jane and Bob Hamilton, Bruce Brannon, Ervina 

Donovan, John Garlock, Kelly Vore and Nick Harkola, Larry Rice and Ira 
Goldman, Keith Herman, Chip Stevens and Eric Anderson.  You all 
added to the success of the celebration. It was great to have many of our 
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past Commodore’s and membership show up to celebrate the event. Thank you also for the 
support we received from the Pultneyville Historical Society who let us borrow their garbage cans, 
parking signs and orange cones for parking.  
 
September Events:  
 September 1st @PMI is the annual Lobster bash,  
 September 14th General membership meeting at 2pm followed by an International Festival appetizer/dessert 
get together @4pm at the pavilion. Please stay around and enjoy beers, wines and food from around the world.  (Flyer 
to follow)  
 September 21st is our first cradle day and the 30th Pultneyville Annual Garage sale 9am-4pm. First Haul is on 
September 28th starting at 7am. 
 
Save the dates: October 18 th and 19th Friday and Saturday night is the W-PHS Moonlight Cemetery Tour @ the 
Lakeview Cemetery. If anyone is interested in presenting someone you know that is buried in the Lakeview Cemetery, 
please let me know it is a fun way to spend 2 evenings. November 2nd Saturday Night @530pm is the Fall Banquet 
@Ontario Country Club (Flyer to follow). 
 

 Enjoy the sailing we have left until haul.  
See you at the Club.  Kathy 

Rear Commodore’s Report 
Labor Day already! Where has the season gone? 
 
 That being said, there is still time to get a few last sails in, September is usually a great time to sail. 
We still have a few events scheduled in September, check the club calendar. 
 
 Our first haul is fast approaching on September 28th, starting at 7am, cradle day is the week before 
on September 21st, at 8am. We currently have 17 boats on the first haul and 32 for late haul. Most of 

the cradles and jack stands are accessible in the orchard, please check yours and be sure your name and boat name 
is on them and all the parts are accounted for and in working order. 
  
 On haul out, you or someone familiar with your boat, must be present and capable of working the full shift. The haul 
assignments are posted in this months Soundings, if you expect to be hauled early and your name is not on the list, 
you need to call me now. 
 
 We are still planning to dredge this year. I have been in contact with Rolf Wagoner of Back Bay Marine and we 
moved the dredging back to October. He will be bringing his equipment in the week of September 23rd and start 
dredging about October 1st and completed by the 18th. 
 
 FYI, we no longer have re-cycle service at the club. If you choose to recycle please take it home with you. We do 
have a container for RETURNABLE bottles and cans which the local scouts will pick up. 
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      PLEASE EMPTY YOUR CANS AND BOTTLES BEFORE DEPOSITING. 
 
 
 I'll not harp on the parking issues this month, if you're inclined to read them, they are under the 
club policies on page 58 in the 2019 membership log. 
 
 

  Smooth sailing, 
         Don 

From the Secretary 
Mind the chain!  We understand one of PYC’s particularly dim-witted members arrived earlier than 
usual at the Club, and looking where he wanted to be on the South Shore drive—rather than where 
he was going—braked hard just before almost colliding with the security chain a last-leaving 
conscientious member correctly had secured across the entrance the day before—and fell under his 
motorcycle, but with no significant damage done.  All are reminded of Club convention that the last 
leaving secures the security chain—and the first one in needs to take it down! 
 
I’d hate to think I’m already out of things to write and need to cull back from previous Soundings, but 

something said in the Mar ’19 issue bears repetition: 
 

Webmaster Scott Nichols plans further improvements to the Club’s website.  One intended new feature is to 
include member testimonials on the homepage.  So, please, send in three or four lines about why you like 
PYC (and why you think others would as well).  If you can demonstrate your point with a nice photo, so much 
the better. 

 
Why say it again?  Because no one responded the first time.  Scott’s put significant effort into a new version of the 
website, and when asking for Club members’ help, we should lend a hand, no?  So, please do this time. 
 
It could be we received no responses the first time because in fact no one reads Soundings.  Contributors sometimes 
joke that’s the case.  If true, the Executive Committee and Editor could save themselves some time, so, if you never 
read this newsletter—not one word of it—please let us know.  If we receive significant response to THIS question, 
we’ll know what to do! 
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M 
arina—Commercial Dock Facility.  
Among the few places, under 

Admiralty law, where certain forms of piracy 
are still permitted. Most marinas have up-to
-date facilities for the disposal of excess 
amounts of US currency that may have 
accumulated on board ship, causing a fire 
hazard. 

Beard, Henry & McKie, Roy, sailing. New York, 
Workman Publishing, 1981, Print.  



 
On the other hand, it could be that you cherish Soundings dearly, not only current issues, but also 
remember how it was “in the good old days” and wish you could refer back to earlier editions.  If 
so, you’re in luck!  Tom Barker, who served an impressive five-year stint as Club Secretary (‘77-
’81) has donated his collection of early Soundings to the current Secretary.  “In due course” we 
intend to have them scanned and added to the Club’s website, as Russ Palum generously did for past PYC Logs. 
 
Speaking of Russ, we understand he and Sue are new owners of Bopp’s Nyneve—congratulations to all!  And it’s of 
course good news for Club that the boat will remain with us, the latest example of how boat “ownership” at PYC might 
not be dissimilar to the long-running watch advertisement: “You never actually own a Patek Philippe.  You merely look 
after it for the next generation.”  Substitute “PYC member” for “generation” and you’re there!  By the way, we further 
understand Russ’s Cetacea now also is for sale.  Perhaps another PYC member would like to buy and continue the 
tradition? 
 
Treasurer Dave Kay, checking in briefly after his big-fun big-lake circumnavigation with Bonnie and before their 
European vacation, has found time to provide current data on membership and dock rentals.  There’s modest 
improvement since last report; Members Docked, both member and renter, each have increased by one: 
 

     
 
 
As you know, the General Meeting is Saturday 14 September.  If you won’t be attending and would like an absentee 
ballot—just ask. 
 
I’ll close with shameless abuse of privilege:  Pines of Peace is a comfort care home (i.e., small hospice) in 
neighboring Ontario.  Next month I’ll have served the maximum term allowed a Board member and there will be an 
opening for my position.  If you live in Pines’ surrounding area and would like opportunity to serve your community, 
please let me know. 

Your Secretary, 
Brian Smith  

  2019 2018 

Paid Members (as of 29 Aug) (at year end) 

Voting 75 84 

Non-voting 7 5 

Reciprocal 1 1 

Social 3 2 

Boats Docked 

Member 

Renter 
69 

2 

75 

3 
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The club recently purchased a new device for clearing seaweed in and around 
the docks. It is called a WEED RAZOR, and is adjustable from 30” to 60” cut-
ting width. It is simple to use however, USE EXTREME CAUTION WHEN RE-
MOVING AND RE INSTALLING THE BLADE COVERS. THE BLADES ARE 
VERY SHARP! 
 Please read and have an understanding of its use before using. It is advised 
to wear cut resistant gloves when handling the Weed Razor when removing or 
after the blade covers are removed. I can tell you from experience BE CARE-
FUL! 
 For more information go to Weedrazors.com for more instructions and use 
videos. 
 
 Please dispose cut weeds in the cleared area beyond mowed grass across 
from the pole barn or in the dumpster. Thank you. 



Fleet Captain’s Report 
Racing, and the weather, settled in during the month of August.  There was a 
robust fleet of boats (six!) competing in the Women Skipper Race in early 
August.  Congratulations to Kelly Vore and Walkabout in a convincing win.  The 
summer series has one race left in early September and then will be in the books.  Some hot 
competition in the overall standings… 
 
The  Bown Race was held on Sat, Aug 28. It was a great 
turnout with 12 boats racing, including several that had never 

raced before.  Great!  The weather was much nicer than forecast and we were 
able to race to Sodus and back in one of the nicest sailing days of the summer.  
We did run this race as a “chase” or Pursuit race, which created quite a tight 
collection of boats at Sodus, but once we turned upwind to head home, boats 
spread out across the lake. Congratulations to Eric Matteson on Dulcinea 
winning the spinnaker division and Bob Hoover on For Play winning the non-
flying sail fleet.  Thanks to Nick Harkola for managing the race. 
 
Our newest club member, Dylan James Anderson, born to Eric and Sara 
Anderson on Aug 14, 2019, was introduced to racing, completing the race at 
the ripe old age of      2 1/2 weeks (weeks, not months, not years), along with 
his much more sailing seasoned 2 yr old sister, Elizabeth. 
 
BOWN RACE FINISH STANDINGS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here’s what’s coming up for September: 

 
The Summer Series concludes with race #8, right after Labor Day. The Fleet 
Captain Picnic will follow immediately after; those racing are asked to bring a dish to 
share. 
 
The Moon Race (in honor of Jim Ely and his boat Moonrise) is Saturday, 
September 14.  I am moving the Skippers’ Meeting to 6:30 and start to 7:30, in the 
interest of finishing earlier and in support of earlier moonrise and sunset times.  I 
will send out a reminder in early September of the time changes.  This race follows 
a member meeting at 2:00 and social event at 4:00, so it will be a full day.  But stick 
around for the race and the beauty of a full moon rising over the lake. 
 
The Pumpkin Series starts on Sunday, September 22. This is an informal Sunday 
afternoon series. I would appreciate someone volunteering to run this self-timed 
series of four races.  It concludes on October 13. 
 
Thanks again, to all crews who have done (and will be doing) their turns in the 
Committee Boat.  It has gone off without a hitch.  And to the countless others who 

have gassed up the committee boat, cleaned the committee boat, fixed wayward nav aids, run races, replaced range 
light bulbs, scored races and offered advice and support. 
 

September is always the best month to sail, so I hope to see you on the lake! 
Betsy  
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 Spinnaker Division Genoa Only Division 

1st Dulcinea (Matteson) For Play (Hoover) 

3rd Still Comic (Chapman)  

2nd Walkabout (Harkola/Vore) Little Zena (Smith) 



 

 

P 

Lake Soundings September 2019 

2019 PYC Haul Schedule 

EARLY HAUL: 
 

 Cradle Day: Sep 28  - 8AM 
 Haul Day:    Sep 28  - 7AM 

LATE HAUL: 
 

 Cradle Day: Oct 12  - 8AM 
 Haul Day:    Oct 19  - 7AM 
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