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Signals from the 
Commodore 
Hi everybody, as many of you 
know this is our 75th year 
anniversary for Pultneyville Yacht 
Club. We are hoping to have 
some activities to make this year 
significant. If people have 

suggestions and or ideas, we are anxious to hear 
them. 
We are soliciting new members if anybody has 
friends who would be interested in joining the club. 
Invite them to attend one of our events to get to 
know us.   
Here's hoping the ice is good to us this winter as I 
am sure the cold weather will create some havoc. 
We are hoping to replace some pilings this year 
and dredge  as soon as the state will allow us.  
 

Thanks,  
Steve  

Notes from the 

Vice 

Commodore 

Hope everyone had an 
enjoyable Holiday season. 

Here’s to 2019, may it be another 
awesome boating season for all of us. Only 3 
months until launch and we will have the boats 
back in the harbor and our 2019 season will 
begin. It has been an interesting winter. 
 
We begin our season with our first event of the 
year, the PYC Winter Cabin Party. This year 
the PYC Winter Party is scheduled for 
Saturday March 2nd starting at 2pm @New 
Port Yacht Club at 694 Seneca Road 
Rochester NY 14622. Thank you to Skip and 
Nicki Millor, Ann and Bob Teese for helping 
me with our first event of the season. We still 
have a full calendar of events to fill in for this 

year plus our 75th year to celebrate. If anyone 
has any other event ideas, please email me 
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your thoughts/ideas to kathyfedick@gmail.com. If you have never hosted one of our events, please don’t be afraid to 
sign up there are plenty of people willing to assist you in making these events a success and it’s a great way to meet 
other club members. 
 

PYC Winter Party flyer to follow. SAVE THE DATE. March 2 @2pm. 
 
Looking forward to a great boating season. Hope to see you at the PYC Winter party.  

Stay warm. 
Kathy 

Rear Commodore’s Report 
  
 Happy New Year everyone! 
 
 Although it's the end of January with snow on the ground, it won't be long before were back on the 
water again and into another boating season. I've already scheduled the crane which brought me out of 
the holiday slump. Our launch date is on April 27th. We will be putting in the floating docks the week 

before on April 20 starting at 9am, I will be looking for 6-8 volunteers for this task which usually takes about 4 hours 
and counts toward part of your workday. 
 
 Other projects in the works this year are dredging, which unfortunately cannot take place until after June 30th because 
of DEC regulations, installing new pilings, possibly shoring up the rock break wall, tearing down the old shed, a new 
roof on the clubhouse, and a natural gas line to the clubhouse. The shed will be in house, the others are contract. 
 
 I plan to do a “walk around” in March to prepare for the workday projects, anyone is welcome or, if you have any 
concerns or suggestions, let me know. 
 
 Lastly, when you are checking your boat over the winter check your neighbors boat and other boats in the area for 
loose tarps or damage and let them know or, let me know and I'll call them. 
 

 Enjoy the winter, 
 Don 

Lake Soundings 

LAKE SOUNDINGS is published monthly for PYC members, 
February through December. Letters to the Editor, 
suggestions, commentaries, wit, memoirs, tales, seaworthy 
tips and maritime art are welcome. Submissions will be 
edited and published as space, temperament and 
accommodations allow  
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In  

Memoriam 

The hearts and prayers of the membership go out to the Burcroff and Ecker families in the passing 
of CR Burcroff on Nov 24, 2018 and Tom Ecker on Jan 27, 2019. Each has been a long time con-
tributing member of the club and we were blessed to have them in our midst. 

 



 

Fleet Captain’s Report 
 
It’s February and not many are thinking of racing on the lake; but I’ve been quietly getting things 
organized for the summer racing season.  There is a draft racing calendar and I’ve made contact 
with some of the Fleet Captains on the lake to firm up their schedules.  I am grateful for all the offers 
to help this coming summer; and while I haven’t taken all of you up on your offers yet, know that I 
have not forgotten!  And while we’re on the topic of volunteering, Bill Topping has once again 
agreed to run the Thursday night races.  He would appreciate some company in the committee 

boat.  If you are not racing and willing to help, please let me know.  It doesn’t have to be an all-season commitment.  
Let me know what you are willing to do, and I’ll try to find others for the rest. 
 
We’d really like to encourage everyone to participate in the racing program – and it needn’t be a summer season 
commitment.  If you only want to race occasionally, please come out.  Occasional racers are welcomed and 
encouraged; and are not required to pay a racing fee.  However, if you plan on racing regularly and being eligible for 
club awards, or you require a PHRF certificate for racing outside of the club, you should pay the racing fee - $76.25. 
 
I am planning on hosting a meeting of interested racers during the month of February to put more meat on the bones 
of the racing calendar.  Details are TBD but I’ll send a notice through the club’s email system, once they are worked 
out. 
 

In the meantime, enjoy the winter…snowbird or not! 
Betsy 

 

From the Secretary 
 
Although our boats have been hibernating, PYC’s “administrative” team has been busy keeping the 
business side of the Club rolling along. 
 
In December PYC held its Annual Meeting.  As usual, those members who usually attend were 
there and those who usually don’t weren’t.  If you’re one of the latter, you missed hearing, among 
other messages, the interest of the Club in getting more members more involved in PYC activities.  
You can read about it, and more, in Meeting Minutes posted on the Club website.  While the 

Minutes have been approved by PYC’s Executive Committee, we welcome any suggested corrections in advance of 
the next Club general meeting. 
 
Also in December we trust you received an emailed membership and dock deposit invoice.  I’m sure none of us greet 
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incoming bills with large joy--but suggest here the sentiment should be different, more “That’s good to see.  Seems 
the Club’s systems are working and we can look forward to more smooth sailing.  Excellent!”  You further might have 
noticed that the invoice was designed to require minimal input from Club members, using instead information 
available from PYC files--all you had to do was pay! (In most cases…)  All this was due to efforts of many-hat-wearing 
Soundings Editor Earl Chapman, with input from Harbormaster Greg Fitzpatrick.  We all owe our thanks! 
 
Perhaps it helped that invoices were issued well before payment was due, but in any event, we are pleased to report 
that Treasurer Dave Kay has received prompt payment from a good number of Club members.  As of 23 January, the 
situation contrasted to last year was: 

 
 
You’ll recall payments were to be mailed by 19 January.  Because the due date was followed by a Sunday and a 
Federal holiday, we still might receive a few more “on time” payments.  But if you’ve not yet sent payment and intend 
to remain a member, please do so--an additional 10 percent late fee is required and according to Club Bylaws if 
payment has not been made by 31 January, membership is terminated.  (And if you don’t intend to remain a member, 
kindly please let us know, and we won’t trouble you with further follow-up.) 
 

Note that in future we’ll be making a small change in invoicing:  if you’ve more than one email address on file with 
PYC, we’ll be sending invoices to both addresses (in the past only the “primary” address was used).  We’re making 
this change because for some “membership units,” the secondary address appears the more active account. 
 

Meanwhile, thanks to Webmaster Scott Nichols, PYC’s 2019 Calendar is now on the Club website, along with other 
improvements there.  (The webpage format is a bit different from before, and might be most familiar if the “Agenda” 
view is selected.)  An advantage to the new format, in addition to direct compatibility with software used to plan the 
events, is that it should be easily downloadable to your phone.  We expect additional dates will be added as the year 
progresses, but wanted to release the calendar as early and as complete as possible (and it’s of course also included 
in this issue of Soundings). 
 

As part of the effort to make our newest members feel “at home” at PYC, Membership Chair Cathy MacDonald has 
developed and is sending a welcome letter upon membership application acceptance.  It’s a great improvement over 
past practice of welcoming new members with a “please pay” invoice! 
 

Most of you know that I’ve been bothering the membership with one or two requests to help confirm the integrity of the 
Club’s emailing procedures.  Thank you for your patience.  The good news is that our database of email addresses 
proved almost completely correct, as might be expected by the good response to emailed invoices.  The unfortunate 
finding was that the Secretary’s email address (you know, the one I asked you to use in the previous Soundings…) is 
a problem!  (Only for outgoing mail; incoming is fine.)  About two dozen members reported either not receiving my first 
(11 Dec) request for confirmation, or that it went to their spam or junk folder.  These members were in good 
company—the Commodore also was not getting email from the Secretary! (Imagine how that facilitated smooth EC 
communications…)  If you didn’t receive my 11 Dec email, and haven’t done so already, I’d like to ask your further 
assistance:  Please “whitelist” (i.e., the opposite of “blacklist”) the Secretary’s email address, 
PultneyvilleYC.Secretary@gmail.com, on your email system.  You can learn how by websearching “how to whitelist 
an email address” and the name of the email system you use, e.g. “gmail” or “roadrunner”.  It will be a big help; 
although if necessary, we can take alternative measures, I’d prefer not to abandon the account, as it’s a convenient 

  2019 2018 

Paid Members (as of 23 Jan) (at year end) 

Voting 74 84 

Non-voting 3 5 

Reciprocal 1 1 

Social 2 2 

Dock Deposits 70 75 
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means of “institutional memory” for Club Secretaries.  (And if we can get it working smoothly, there’s an interesting 
offer concerning my uncle, the Nigerian prince, I’d like to tell you about!) 
 

Looking forward, we’re now planning production of this year’s Log.  As previously, please send in your candidate 
photo for consideration to appear on the handbook’s cover.  We can’t pay cash,  but you will get credit! 
 

Lastly, the Club once again has renewed its (no-cost) “Cooperating Group Agreement” with BoatUS.  PYC members 
can receive $15 BoatUS Membership dues and 10 percent off water towing service by using “Source Code” 
GA80260Y when joining or renewing BoatUS Membership.  More information is available at: 

https://www.boatus.com/MembershipWeb_Main/Membership/personal.aspx 
 

Your Secretary, 
Brian Smith 

PYC History/Membership Log - Update 
 
We are now working on an update of the PYC History found in the Membership Log. 
 
This year, 2019, is the 75th Anniversary of the Club founding – a good time to try to remember how 
we got here and to look forward to a well-deserved celebration. We could use some help with both 
things. 

 
How do you remember the people, places and events – including challenges of Mother Nature? 
 
The current version of PYC and early Pultneyville history is a compilation of the work, memories and voices of lots of 
people. Probably safe to say that no two people remember things in exactly the same way.  
 
Here’s a chance for you to weigh in: to add to, revise or correct the written record. Maybe you have documents, 
photos or other momentos of Club life; or contacts with people whose voices and accounts would add to the record. 
 
Please contact Larry Rice, Historian with your suggestions.   
 
Thanks for your help. 
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B OOM:  1) Lateral mounted pole to 
which a sail is fastened, often used dur-

ing jibing to shift crew members from a 
standing or sitting position to a fixed hori-
zontal  position. 2) The sound produced 
when an alcohol stove is used to convert a 
boat into a liquid asset 

 
Beard, Henry & McKie, Roy, sailing. New York, 
Workman Publishing, 1981, Print.  
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Please use the calendar on the club website for date confirmations. 
 
We have converted the club over to Google Calendars to reduce mainte-
nance and alignment with the website, however it has created a problem 
getting a print version for the Soundings.  The calendar on the website is 
the “official” version. 
 
I hope to resolve in time for March Soundings, but did not want to hold up 
February Soundings any longer trying to confidently get a copy for Sound-
ings. 
 

Earl 


