
Pultneyville Yacht Club 

 
The PYC Nominating 
Committee, chaired by 
Mark Blaakman, has 
filled and filed a slate 
of candidates for 
officers to stand for 
election to the Execu-
tive Committee at our 
General Meeting on 
Saturday September 

10.  
 
Let me again thank Mark and the Members of 
the Nominating Committee -  Jim Allen, Terri 
Bolt, Mike Saporito and Ernie Matyi – for their 
fine effort to understand the requirements of the 
job and role of individual Officers as well as the 
overall workings of the Club. In particular, the 
Nominating Committee seems to have a very 
good appreciation that EACH Officer  is elected 
by the entire Membership and must, sometimes, 
act independently. 
 
I’d also like to acknowledge and recognize 
Pamela Rosman Bray, Mark Laffin and Nancy 
Gong for their willingness to stand for election 
and to serve, respectively,  as Treasurer, Rear 
Commodore and Vice Commodore. These folks 
are a great example of the diverse types of talent 
and the commitment found in our Membership. 
 
As you go cruising about, I hope that you will 
also take note of how things work in other Clubs. 
Maybe bring back some ideas we can use. My 
usual outings are to go racing in Rochester. The 
fleets, and some of the boats, are bigger but we 
take it, going away, for heart. 
 
The upcoming agenda for the current Executive 
Committee includes development of (capital) 

project priorities , along with the Cornwall Trust, 
and operating budget for 2012. 
We all would welcome your input as we go 
along.  
 
Please join us for the General Meeting at 2:00 
P.M. and Oktoberfest to follow. 

Larry 

Signals from the Commodore 
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Sep-03 9:00 AM Bown Race 

Sep-03 5:00 PM BYO Picnic (Cornwall Pavilion) 

Sep-10 9:00 AM First Cradle Day 

Sep-10 2:00 PM General Membership Meeting and Officer 
Elections 

Sep-10 4:00 PM Oktoberfest 

Sep-17 8:00 AM First Haul-out Day 

HURRICANE IRENE 

Hurricane Irene paid a visit to the club on Aug 
28.  The channel marks were moved by the 
storm so be sure to use the range marks. 
 
Thanks to Kathy Fedick for these cool pictures, 
and to everyone that kept an eye on the boats. 
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PYC OFFICERS: 
Larry Rice - Commodore 

Kathy Fedick - Vice Commodore 

Ron Hilgert - Rear Commodore 

Barry Gheer - Secretary 

Garland Nichols - Treasurer 

Jon Flowerday - Fleet Captain 

LAKE SOUNDINGS is published monthly for PYC members, 
February through December. Letters to the Editor, 
suggestions, commentaries, wit, memoirs, tales, seaworthy 
tips and maritime art are welcome. Submissions will be 
edited and published as space, temperament and 
accommodations allow  
©2011- Pultneyville Yacht Club. 
 

NEWSLETTER STAFF: 
Barry Gheer - Secretary 
Stage/Markovitz - Distribution 
Earl Chapman (echapman@rochester.rr.com) - Editor 
 
Special thanks to those who have contributed to this issue. 

Secretary’s Corner 

Hello PYC members, 
 
Currently we have 83 voting, 6 non-
voting, 0 social and 2 PMI reciprocal 
members.  Please welcome new recip-
rocal member Irvan Prodrick, Jr.  We 
are current working with some poten-
tial new members who want to join for 
haul.  More about that next month. 

 
Also, we have currently received 66 and sent out 76 recip-
rocal club agreements.  
 
Next I would like to share an E-mail from Steve Heffron on 
Flag Etiquette. 
 

General flag etiquette is that flags are flown in order 
of the number of people that they represent, the 
higher number of people, the higher the ranking. for 
example, if you have a US ensign, a yacht club bur-
gee and an officer flag, the US ensign ranks high-
est, then the yacht club burgee then the officer 
flag. That said, flags are flown in that order starting 
with and continuing as follows. If you don't have 
any of these positions, simply move on to the next 
position. 
  
Stern Staff 
Bow Staff Starboard Side 
Bow Staff Port Side 
Starboard Spreader or Antenna 
Port Spreader or Antenna 
  
If multiple flags can be flown from the same place, 
the highest ranking flag is at the top and then the 
order descends from that. 
  
On my boat I have the US Ensign on the Stern 
Staff, the Yacht Club burgee on the Bow Staff and 

the Past Commodore flag on the Port Side standing 
rigging as I don't have the means to have it on the 
Starboard Side standing rigging yet and I don't have 
a spreader. 
  
Steve  

 
 
Thanks, Steve.  For more information on flying flag see: How 
to Fly Flags, Nautical Flag Display, from the United States 
Power Squadron; Chapman Piloting: Seamanship and Small 
Boat Handling, from American Book—Stratford Press, Inc; or 
visit www.flagandbanner.com    
 
While we are on the subject of flags, I want to thank Ron 
Hilgert for taking time out from his pig roasting duties to get 
the flagpole lights working. We are back observing proper 
protocol. 
   
Last, I have just renewed our BoatUS Cooperating Group 
Agreement, GA80260Y.  Members of the PULTNEYVILLE 
YACHT CLUB - PYC will have access to over 26 BoatUS 
benefits and services, including: 

• 50% discount on BoatUS membership dues 

• On-the-water and on-the-road towing service 

• Low cost marine insurance 

• Discounts at West Marine 
Discounts on fuel, repairs and transient slips at over 900 ma-
rinas. I encourage everyone to take advantage of this benefit. 
  

Hope to see you at the Club 

 
Barry 
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Notes from the Sail Bag 

The afternoon thunderstorms are 
here and the water level is drop-
ping.  It must be August with our 
first haul less than four weeks 
away.  And yes the rumors are 
true; Sails Call II did provide light-
ening protection for the rest of the 
boats in the harbor by taking a hit 
to her mast just before the races 

on Thursday August 18.  Preliminary review indicates 
that no major damage was done, just fried the elec-
tronics and the starter circuit for the motor.  I guess 
having a shorter mast than your neighbors is not a 
guarantee to avoid being hit.  I may ask for a different 
dock next year! 
 
Our preliminary count of those members hauling this 
fall is below years past so, weather permitting; I am 
expecting that we will be completing both hauls in an 
efficient way this year and without the need for the 
long days we sometimes need.   With fewer boats 
hauling during early haul and after reviewing last years 
placement on the North Shore we may be making 
some changes to the order we haul boats in this area 
to minimize the need to move the crane to accommo-
date the heavier boats.  Fred Bertoni will be putting the 
plans together soon and we will be sending out an e-
mail very early in September with the work assign-

ments. Remember that we are a “working” club and 
that means that your job ends when all the boats are 
hauled, the equipment is stored; not when your boat is 
hauled or when the crane is finished, please do your 
part to help complete the day. 
 
As a reminder, if you are using stands your stands 
must have pads under them and be chained together 
to prevent movement over the winter – we will NOT 
haul any boat this year that is using stands without 
support pads per club policy; in addition NO concrete 
blocks will be allowed.  There is an extensive shoring 
policy in the Membership Log (see page 7.13-7.14) 
that will be strictly followed this year.  The policy is for 
everyone’s safety and if your equipment does not meet 
the policy we reserve the right to not haul your boat.  I 
also would be remiss if I didn’t remind those using cra-
dles that these also need to be structurally sound and 
in good repair.  If your cradle needs a little TLC please 
get this done before your haul day! 
 
For this month’s thank you I want to mention the recent 
work done by C.R., Bob Hamilton, Barry Gheer, 
Dave Weagley, Don Boesel and my other crews who 
worked on the replacement of the electrical system on 
the South side of the peninsula.  And a special thanks 
to C.R and Barry for helping with the repair of Tom 
and Cindy’s (N3) dock.  Great work by all! 

Ron Hilgert 

Notes from the 
Vice Commodore 

I can't believe September is 
here. We have had a really 
nice summer thou and fall is 
sometimes the best time to 
sail or cruise. Hope it's like 
last fall. This month we start 
out with the Bown Race/BYO 
picnic on September 3 
@9am . September 10 we 

have our first cradle day starting @8am, very sad, 
followed by our General meeting/ Elections @2pm. 
Make sure you stay for the Oktoberfest @4pm 
hosted the Don and Diane Boesel and myself. 
Mark your calendars it's a full day.  Enjoy the rest of 
the boating season. 
 

See you at the club.  
Kathy 

Did Jon say “Marks to Port” or “Marks to Starboard”? 
Maybe we had better do both just to be sure! 



PYC 

OKTOBERFEST 
Saturday, September 10th@ 4pm 

Menu 
 

German Sausages, Hots, German Potato Salad, Sauerkraut, 
Applesauce, German Beer, Wine, Soda 

 
Please bring a German-themed Dish to Pass 

 
Appetizers G-M, 

Salads & Sides A-F, 
Desserts N-Z 

 
Reservations required by September 5th 

 
 
 

NAME: _________________________ 
 

# Adults@ $8: _________ 
# Guests @ 9: _________ 
# Children @ $5: _______ 

 
Please send reservations/checks to :          

Diane Boesel 
     911 Bunker Hill      

Macedon, NY  
14502 

 
 

Please make checks payable to : Pultneyville Yacht Club 
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Swapping Shifts 

If you need to change your 
assignment, please find a 
member to switch with and 
note the change in the 
Swaps column.  After you 
have arranged a swap, 
please let Stephanie or 
Greg Fitz know at 585-223-
1898 or e-mail to 
od_@pultneyvilleyachtclub.
org 
 

Duty details are available in 
the OD & Guest Registra-
tion Book. 



2011 Pultneyville Yacht Club Calendar 
Updated June 29, 2011 

(Changes/updates will be sent by email and published in the Lake Soundings) 
Date Time Event 

Jan-19 11:59 PM Annual Dues Renewal Deadline 

Feb-27 1:00 PM Winter Cabin Party 

Apr 16 – 17 7:00 AM Launch Boats (April 17 only if needed) 

Apr-30 8:00 AM Fleet Captain Work Day 

May-07 8:00 AM First Club Work Day 

May-14 8:00 AM Second Club Work Day 

May-28 1:00 PM Commodore’s Review 

May-29 9:00 AM Bowersox Memorial Day Race 

May-29 5:00 PM Memorial Day Picnic 

Jun-04 11:00 AM Commodore’s Brunch and New Member Reception 

Jun-04 1:00 PM General Membership Meeting 

Jun 17 – 18   Scotch Bonnet Race 

Jun-19 1:00 PM BYO Picnic* (Cornwall Pavilion) 

Jun-23 7:00 PM Jim Ely Memorial Moon Race (Full moon Fri Jun-15) 

Jun 25 – 26   SBYC Challenge Cup 

Jul-02 TBD  Club Cruise – Fairhaven Yacht Club 

Jul-02 TBD PYC Long Distance Challenge Race 

Jul-16 9:00 AM Pultneyville Homecoming and Open Boats(11 am – 1 pm)* 

Jul-16 3:00 PM Fun Race / Tacky Light Night 

Aug-06 11:00 AM Ladies Skipper Race 

Aug-06 5:00 PM Club Roast 

Aug-15 11:59 PM Haul Signup  Deadline 

Aug-20   Hospice Race (Rochester) 

Aug-27 1:00 PM Commodore’s Challenge* (PMI Host) 

Sep-03 9:00 AM Bown Race 

Sep-03 5:00 PM BYO Picnic (Cornwall Pavilion) 

Sep-10 9:00 AM First Cradle Day 

Sep-10 2:00 PM General Membership Meeting and Officer Elections 

Sep-10 4:00 PM Oktoberfest 

Sep-17 8:00 AM First Haul-out Day 

Oct-08 9:00 AM Second Cradle Day 

Oct-15 7:00 AM Second Haul-out Day 

Oct-22 9:00 AM Fleet Captain Work Day 

Nov-05 Evening Fall Banquet (Jack"s Place Durand Eastman Golf Course 1200 
Kings Highway N 333 Rochester NY 14607) 

Dec-04 1:00 PM Annual General Membership Meeting; Pultneyville Fire Hall 

      

    * Event shared with Pultneyville Mariners 
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