
Pultneyville Yacht Club 

Dear Members, 
 
Some things are still a 
mystery to me, while 
others are much too 
clear. 
 
Who doesn’t take at 
least some small joy in 

seeing fellow boaters emerge in the Spring? 
Likewise, who doesn’t get  some satisfaction 
with checking off clean up projects around the 

harbor and clubhouse? 
 
After a few months as Commodore, I can 
assure you of at least a couple of things. 
History does tend to repeat. And people make 
the place. These days, some of the people are 
putting a lot of thought and time into the 
Nominating Committee. Mark Blaakman (True 
Colors) is the Chair. He is joined by Terri Bolt 
(Tantrum), Ernie Mayti (Widget), Jim Allen 
(Zufrieden), and Mike Saporito (Retreat). The 
Nominating Committee is  currently looking for  
‘new’ people to serve as Officers and members 
of the Executive Committee of PYC for 2012 in 

the following positions: Treasurer, Rear 
Commodore and Vice Commodore. I expect 
the Committee to continue to operate inde-
pendently and to select candidates in accord 
with our By-Laws.  
 
You can help make their job a little easier and, 
at the same time, do something for the Club by 
stepping forward to let the Nominating Commit-
tee know of your interests and abilities. 
 
The history part looks something like this. 
We’re well underway, in concert with the 
Cornwall Trust, with various  grounds,  club-
house and harbor improvement projects. 
Projects are undertaken and completed using 
Club and Trust funds. We can talk more about 
process, priorities and projects at our General 
Meeting in June, following  the Commodore’s 
Brunch. 
 
Thank you to Pam Bray (Chapter XI) for 
handling the planning and hostess duties for 
the brunch. Close study of Club history does 
suggests that resident weather experts will do 
their best to conjure up a good day and a good 
crowd. 

Larry 

Signals from the Commodore 
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May 
2011   

Activities 
This Month 

www.Pultneyvilleyachtclub.org 

May-07 8:00 AM First Club Work Day 

May-14 8:00 AM Second Club Work Day 

May-28 1:00 PM Commodore’s Review 

May-29 9:00 AM Bowersox Memorial Day Race 

May-29 5:00 PM Memorial Day Picnic 
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Notes from the Vice Commodore 

Dear Members, 
 
Welcome to May 2011. The 
season has begun. Launch 
was very successful thanks 
to everyone’s hard work, if 
only the weather would 
have been better. Thanks to 
all my helpers- Nancy 
Gong, Pat Sangster, 

Cathy MacDonald, Kay Hilgert, Stephanie Fitzpat-
rick, Jerri Schiff, Deanna Byrnes and Jan Burcroff. 
I would’ve been able to do it without all your help. 
Great food too.  
 
May 2011, we start out with the club work day’s on 
May 7th @8am and May 14th 8am this is flower planting 
day. Please everyone is welcome to come out and help 
us get our club beautiful for our boating season. 
 
May 28th Saturday @1pm is our Commodore’s Review. 
Come out and support Larry and our club. Please join 

us after for a celebration in the pavillon. Feel free to 
bring your favorite hors d’oeuvre  to share or beverage.  
 
MAY 29th @9am is the Bowersox Memorial Race 
followed by the Memorial Day Picnic @5pm, I still need 
someone to Host this event and some helpers (FLYER 
will be coming out and they will be available in the club 
house.) 
 
I’ve included the Pultneyville Grill Newsletter again for 
everyone to see what events they have coming up 
also.  
 
Here’s to a great boating season, may there be plenty 
of wind.  
 

See you at the club, 
Kathy  

PYC OFFICERS: 
Larry Rice - Commodore 

Kathy Fedick - Vice Commodore 

Ron Hilgert - Rear Commodore 

Barry Gheer - Secretary 

Garland Nichols - Treasurer 

Jon Flowerday - Fleet Captain 

LAKE SOUNDINGS is published monthly for PYC members, 
February through December. Letters to the Editor, 
suggestions, commentaries, wit, memoirs, tales, seaworthy 
tips and maritime art are welcome. Submissions will be 
edited and published as space, temperament and 
accommodations allow  
©2011- Pultneyville Yacht Club. 
 

NEWSLETTER STAFF: 
Barry Gheer - Secretary 
Stage/Markovitz - Distribution 
Earl Chapman (echapman@rochester.rr.com) - Editor 
 
Special thanks to those who have contributed to this issue. 

A review of the 2010 Guest Registration forms shows PYC was host to 46 vessels over the season with a total of 
55 overnight stays. Of those 46 vessels, 4 were emergency stays for maintenance or bad weather.  Six guests 
were part-day for various reasons.  Our busiest period was August 8th through the 11th when we had 17 overnight 
stays in total – which involved some party-loving Canadians as I recall.  Our single busiest day was August 11th 
with four overnight vessels.  Our last registered guest was with us on September 19th. 

So thanks to all you Officers of the Day or acting Officers for hosting our guests and helping fill our visitor’s log 
with so many favorable comments from boaters planning to make PYC a regular stop on their cruises! 

A Little “Officer of the Day” Trivia (Greg Fitzpatrick: OOD Coordinator) 
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In spite of our February 
weather in April the boats are 
launched!  We had, a suc-
cessful launch again this 
year, splashing 52 boats in 
just under 10 hours.  Guess 
the wind, rain, and cold 
helped to keep everyone fo-
cused. Did everyone notice 
how it started to rain the in-

stant we started the crane? 
 
While Kathy and her “crew” have always provided 
some great food for lunch and break it seemed to be 
even better this year, and the warm dishes Kathy 
MacDonald provided were especially appreciated to 
the cold and damp crews. 

  
In addition to launch, April saw the beginning of activity 
around the club.  On April 9th, the floating docks were 
installed, I would list everyone who came to help but 
that would take one half the space allocated for my 
article.  After a little “guessing” about which dock went 
where we got them in mostly correctly, next year we 
will have a map!  Thanks to all who helped.   We also 
managed to get a good start on the harbor soundings. 
Thanks to Rob Mercury and Barry Gheer for getting 
this project started.  I know Rob plans to complete the 
in-water measurements soon. 
 
Thanks to Russ Palum, Steve Sangster, and Dave 

Weagley for getting the water on a bit earlier than nor-
mal this year.  It sure helps having running water for 
washing down before launch. 
  
Remember that we have work days this month.  If your 
last name ends with A-H your work day is Saturday 
May 7th.  J thru W your day is Saturday May 14th.  We 
have a lot of cleanup and grounds work to do this year 
along with some dock repair and other construction 
projects so please bring rakes and other items on your 
day.  Joe Davis will be running the workday on the 77h 
and Stu MacDonald the one on the 14th.  Cindy will 
again be heading up the flower planting on the 14th 
and is in need of donations to purchase flowers, and 
potting soil or donations of flowering plants and the 
help to plant them on the 14th.  Contact Cindy Kukuv-
ka for more information 
 
We will be probably be removing the mast racks on the 
14th so if you have not stepped your mast before this 
time please ensure that it has been moved out of the 
pavilion and onto the picnic tables on the lawn.  
 
We expect to be begin continue with our dock replace-
ment and repair projects in May with the replacement 
of some major sections.  This work will probably re-
quire some temporary movement of several boats, 
thanks ahead of time for your cooperation; and if you 
are interested in helping with the construction feel free 
to let me know. 

Ron Hilgert 

 

Notes from the Sail Bag 
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This will be a short letter to update you on our preparations for 
spring.  Those of you who are friends on our facebook page know 

that the boats are in the water over at the Pultneyville Yacht Club, 
charter fishing boats have had their first catches, and our new menu 

is ready to go tomorrow night, Wednesday  April 20.  Chef Brian 
Waters has created a menu that has something for everyone.  He has kept our most popular items and added others that will tempt your 

palate.  For example, a number of you have urged us to have duck as a regular dish and we have taken your suggestions.  You can see 
our full spring menu on our website www.pultneyvillegrill.com.  Bear with us, we have not updated the new lunch menu but that will be 

done soon. 

I mentioned in our last letter that we were planning on some renovations.  We are pleased to say that our dining room now has a fresh 

coat of paint and we've installed sound absorption panels on the ceiling to make the room more comfortable for conversation.  We have 
also put in a curtain between the dining room and the pub room that will further reduce the noise and will allow us to give the dining room 

more privacy for special events.  All of this will enhance your dining experience.   

Looking ahead towards the summer...please hold Saturday, July 16 , the date for Pultneyville Homecoming.  Our traditional small town 
celebration will have a parade, a 5K race, antique cars and cboats, an antique show, games for young children, an evening production of 

"HMS Pinafore", and good food and music.  The Pultneyville Grill will feature two bands for the afternoon:  String Theory, a traditional 

bluegrass band, and The Fabulous Ripcords, a blues/rock fun-time band from Syracuse.  All in all it promises to be a great day.  More 
information will be available in the next month or so. 

That's it for now and we sure hope to get a break from this unusually cold weather.  In the meantime come on out to the Grill for good 

food, good drink, and good friendship.  Thanks again for being friends of the Pultneyville Grill. 

Fleet Captain’s Report 

Here we go!  
 
The season is upon us and I couldn’t 
be more thrilled! By the time this 
newsletter is released the channel 
marks will be deployed (well most of 
them) we have to dive a few anchors 
as things got a little hairy last year on 
the lake and broke two of our marks. 
#4 & #5 will be put in place as soon 

as we get a cooperative day and our club diver Russ is 
willing to suit up. Look for the new center channel mark 
this season. It is a beauty and will be visible for miles! 
Also new this year are three new race marks, they will 
be sitting high in the water and will be more visible. Also 

we’ll be deploying new anchoring system for the race 
marks. 
 
On another note there are a few opportunities availa-
ble at PYC. I am selling my 1974 Lightning.  I am also 
representing Lou Rohr in the sale of his Bristol 27 
“enuf salt” if you or anyone you know is interested in 
any of these fine vessels give me a call at 
1.585.752.2844 
 

See you on the water, racing starts on May 13th! 
Fair winds, 

Jon  

Secretary’s Corner 

list for this year.  More about that in a later issue.  This 
is a great benefit of being a PYC member.  I hope that 
everyone (large or small; power or sail) will include a 
visit our reciprocal clubs this season in there holiday or 
vacation plans. 
 
I have started working on this year’s membership log. 
If you have any additional change that you want includ-
ed, please e-mail them to me. 

Barry 

 
Hello PYC members, 
 
Currently we have 83 voting, 6 non
-voting, 0 social and 1 PMI recipro-
cal member. 
 
In early April I completed the print-

ing of this year’s reciprocal cards and letters and hand-
ed them off to Carolyn Flowerday to be packed and 
sent out.  There will be a few changes in our reciprocal 



Lake Soundings May 2011 

 

P 

Swapping Shifts 

If you need to change your 
assignment, please find a 
member to switch with and 
note the change in the 
Swaps column.  After you 
have arranged a swap, 
please let Stephanie or 
Greg Fitz know at 585-223-
1898 or e-mail to 
od_@pultneyvilleyachtclub.
org 
 

Duty details are available in 
the OD & Guest Registra-
tion Book. 



2011 Pultneyville Yacht Club Calendar 
Updated March 29, 2011 

(Changes/updates will be sent by email and published in the Lake Soundings) 

   

Date Time Event 

Jan-19 11:59 PM Annual Dues Renewal Deadline 

Feb-27 1:00 PM Winter Cabin Party 

Apr 16 – 17 7:00 AM Launch Boats (April 17 only if needed) 

Apr-30 8:00 AM Fleet Captain Work Day 

May-07 8:00 AM First Club Work Day 

May-14 8:00 AM Second Club Work Day 

May-28 1:00 PM Commodore’s Review 

May-29 9:00 AM Bowersox Memorial Day Race 

May-29 5:00 PM Memorial Day Picnic 

Jun-04 11:00 AM Commodore’s Brunch and New Member Reception 

Jun-04 1:00 PM General Membership Meeting 

Jun 17 – 18   Scotch Bonnet Race 

Jun-19 1:00 PM BYO Picnic* (Cornwall Pavilion) 

Jun-23 7:00 PM Jim Ely Memorial Moon Race (Full moon Fri Jun-15) 

Jun 25 – 26   SBYC Challenge Cup 

Jul-02 TBD  Club Cruise – Fairhaven Yacht Club 

Jul-02 TBD PYC Long Distance Challenge Race 

Jul-16 9:00 AM Pultneyville Homecoming and Open Boats(11 am – 1 pm)* 

Jul-16 3:00 PM Fun Race 

Aug-06 11:00 AM Ladies Skipper Race 

Aug-06 5:00 PM Club Roast 

Aug-15 11:59 PM Haul Signup  Deadline 

Aug-20   Hospice Race (Rochester) 

Aug-27 1:00 PM Commodore’s Challenge* (PMI Host) 

Sep-03 9:00 AM Bown Race 

Sep-03 5:00 PM BYO Picnic (Cornwall Pavilion) 

Sep-10 9:00 AM First Cradle Day 

Sep-10 2:00 PM General Membership Meeting and Officer Elections 

Sep-10 4:00 PM Oktoberfest 

Sep-17 8:00 AM First Haul-out Day 

Oct-08 9:00 AM Second Cradle Day 

Oct-15 7:00 AM Second Haul-out Day 

Oct-22 9:00 AM Fleet Captain Work Day 

Nov-05 Evening Fall Banquet (location to be announced) 

Dec-04 1:00 PM Annual General Membership Meeting; Pultneyville Fire Hall 

      

    * Event shared with Pultneyville Mariners 
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