
next year.  The increase works out to 
be just about 8%. We went five years 
without an increase so I guess we 
knew to expect an increase soon. 

I will see some of you at the 2nd haul 
out and hope to see as many as pos-
sible at the Fall Banquet hosted by 
Carol Burkwit.  Anyone who has 
pictures from this year, the distant 
past or the not so distant past, please 
email them to me at  

selkie5@verizon.net and I’ll add them 
to the slideshow.  As this is our 65th 
anniversary I thought we would try to 
include some older photos as well.  
This could get interesting. 

 

Anneliese Bopp 

Dear Members, 

At the September 
meeting we elected 
officers for 2010.  I 
greatly appreciate 
Barry, Garland and 
Jon being willing to 

serve for another year and am look-
ing forward to the opportunity to 
work with Kathy Fedick and Ron 
Hilgert.  I appreciate the fine efforts 
of the nominations committee 
chaired by Debbie Heffron that in-
cluded Bob Hamilton, Joe Davis, 
Michelle Hunt, and Rich 
Critchlow.  Next year’s officers will 
be: 

Anneliese Bopp, Commodore, re-
elect 

Kathy Fedick, Vice Commodore 

Ron Hilgert, Rear Commodore 

Barry Gheer, Secretary, re-elect 

Garland Nichols, Treasurer, re-
elect 

Jon P. Flowerday, Fleet Captain, 
re-elect 

 

As we close out this year we want to 
extend our thanks to both Betsy 
Rice and CR Burcroff for their ser-
vice on the Executive Board. 

Betsy brought some creative 
changes to our social calendar.  
Most recently we had the Oktober-
fest including a pretzel rolling activ-
ity for the kids and the kids at heart.  
It was definitely a huge success.  
Having members sign up as help-
ers has let those sponsoring the 
event know that they won’t be go-
ing it alone. 

Nothing happens at PYC that CR 
doesn’t know about or have a hand 
in.  I am sure it was a mixed bless-
ing to have more money to work 
with this year as that meant there 
was more work being done.  I 
never heard CR complain and he is 
always so patient while explaining 
about docks and dredging and fork 
lift repairs.  It was a huge learning 
curve but I have had a great 
teacher. 

The other major piece of informa-
tion from the September meeting 
was the news that, per  the lease, 
our dock fees will be increasing 

Signals from the Commodore 
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Key Dates This Month 

The Best Kept 

Secret on the Lake 

for 65 Years 

October 10 8:00 am Second Cradle Day 

October 17 7:00 am Second Haul-out Day (October 19 only if needed) 

October 24 8:00 am Fleet Captain Work Day 



Page 2 Lake Soundings 

LAKE SOUNDINGS is published monthly for PYC members, February 

through December. . Letters to the Editor, suggestions, commentaries, wit, 
memoirs, tales, seaworthy tips and maritime art are welcome. Submissions 
will be edited and published as space, temperament and accommodations 

allow  

Copyright ©2009- Pultneyville Yacht Club. 
 
NEWSLETTER STAFF: 
Barry Gheer - Secretary 
Stage/Markovitz - Distribution 
Earl Chapman (echapman@rochester.rr.com) - Editor/Publisher 
Special thanks to those who have contributed to this issue. 

PYC OFFICERS: 

Anneliese Bopp - Commodore 

Betsy Rice - Vice Commodore 

CR Burcroff - Rear Commodore 

Barry Gheer - Secretary 

Garland Nichols - Treasurer 

Jon Flowerday-Fleet Captain 

like to keep, please ensure it is 
removed by 10/16/09.  I will be 
cleaning out the fridge at the Octo-
ber haul; anything left is going to be 
thrown out.   
 
Also, be thinking of the events you’d 
like to host/help with next season.  I 
will be handing off the sign-up sheet 
to Kathy Fedick and it will be mak-
ing its way around, beginning with 
the banquet in November. 
 
As always, many thanks to all who 
have volunteered to help keep the 
club’s social season going.  We 
couldn’t do it without you! 
 

Betsy 

sary Banquet on November 7th.  
Please note that the location has 
changed from that which was previ-
ously announced at the September 
Members Meeting.  To celebrate our 
65th we will be “going local” and 
holding the event at The Grill in 
Pultneyville this year. What better 
place to celebrate than our own back 
yard? The event promises to be out-
standing with excellent food and a 
view of our own lake.  There will be 
three meal choices, all priced at $32 
per person.  The price includes 
salad, entrée, vegetable, potato, 
rolls, dessert as well as tax and tip. 
Details to the event and a registra-
tion flyer are in this issue of the 
Soundings. 
 

Thanks to those of you who have 
stepped forward to help with food for 
haul out.  We now have sufficient 
help for both. 
 
As this year’s social season draws to 
a close, we will be closing down the 
club house.  If you have anything 
in the refrigerator that you would 

A wonderful fall 
day was the set-
ting for the first 
PYC OktoberFest 
hosted by Eric 
and Tracy Matte-
son!  The hot 
pretzel making 

party got the event off on a festive 
note as those young and old tried 
their hand at shaping dough into a 
giant pretzel (and other shapes).  A 
special thanks to Jane Hamilton for 
jumping in to tame the elastic Weg-
mans pizza dough!  Members en-
joyed a variety of sausages, potato 
salads, mustards, sauerkraut and 
other delicious side dishes.  It was 
hard to save room for German 
chocolate cake and other goodies 
for dessert.  German beer, wine and 
Polka music added to the authentic-
ity of the event.  We received lots of 
positive feedback on this bash, so 
look for it again next fall.  Thanks 
again to Eric and Tracy for their hard 
work in organizing it! 
 
Carol and Charlie Burkwit are the 
hosts for the Fall 65th PYC Anniver-

Notes from the Vice Commodore 



I accidentely stumbled on the finish of the 2009 12 meter world championships in Newport RI last weekend 
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Fleet Captain’s  

Report 

I will take this op-
portunity to inform 
everyone of a 
change with the 
upcoming banquet. 
In an effort to capi-
talize on the club 

being together as a whole & cele-
brating 65 years we will not have the 
Cups & Flags ceremony at the ban-
quet. The Service & Cruising 
Awards will be incorporated into the 
evening. 
 
I am really excited about having the 
Banquet at the Grill & I will be bring-
ing my crew to celebrate, I would 
encourage all skippers to bring their 
crew as well, it will be a great event! 
 
I need Mileage for the cruising 
awards both Sail & Power, I also 
need submittal's for Lake Races 
away from PYC". Email them to Jon 
at sailing@rochester.rr.com 
 
Stay tuned for info on Cups & Flags 
date & location……. 
Live Slow, Sail Fast, 

Jon 

As a reminder, please 
be sure your ladders 
are properly locked.  A 
quick check today 
showed at least 
three  of thirteen 

hauled boats had unlocked 
ladders.  It is a policy (page 7.15 of 
the Log) that all ladders will be 
chained and locked.  This is to help 
prevent theft.  It has been a long 
time since we had a theft in our 
harbor because of our diligence in 
the enforcement of this and other 
policies.  If you leave your ladder 
unlocked you may return to find it 
missing. 

Please do your part to keep the 
harbor safe. 

Onawa (Built in 1928), Intrepid (67 & 70 

Cup winner, USA (87 Cup campaign) 

Courageous  (74 & 77 Cup winner), 

Freedon (80 Cup winner) 

Victory (84 Cup campaign) 
Finishing right off the end of the pier 

Kiwi Magic (87 Cup campaign) 

12 METRE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 

Totally by accident, I found myself at the finish line of the 12 metre World 

Championships in Newport RI this past weekend, and needing something 

to fill out the last spot in the newsletter, thought it unusual enough to war-

rant including it. 

 

The finish line was right in the harbor between the end of Bowen’s Wharf 

and a committee boat anchored at the edge of  the mooring field and 

these are really big boats!  They were finishing overlapped, in a crowded 

harbor, under spinnaker, and then had to douse the chutes and turn back 

out  before they ran out of water.  This would be akin to Jon finishing the 

next race between the gin pole and the Mariner’s boat ramp!  

 (Maybe I shouldn’t have put that idea in his head!) 

Earl 
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Dear Members, 
 
The first haul out 
is complete. Thir-
teen boats were 
hauled.  
 
 The second haul 

out will be October 17th starting at 
7:00. We will be hauling 29 boats.  
Please follow the shoring policy.     
 
The second cradle day is October 

10th starting at 8:00. Fred Bertoni is 
busy getting the second haul 
mapped out for boat placement and 
job assignments.  As soon as he is 
finished  we will get it out VIA  E  
mail. 
 
This year we are trying to keep the 
South Shore  drive open. S-2 Dock 
needs to be replaced.  This is why  
the driveways needs to be accessi-
ble. 
 

Notes from the Engine RoomNotes from the Engine RoomNotes from the Engine RoomNotes from the Engine Room    

Hello, 
Currently we have 
79 voting, 7 non-
voting, 0 social, and 
2 PMI reciprocal 
members.  At the 
September general 

meeting I introduced our four new 
members who joined since the June 
general meeting.  For those who could 
not attend, please welcome: Robert 
and Diane Hibbard; Rob and 
Marge Mercury (both joined shortly 
after the June general meeting); Mark 
Laffin and Judy Overholt who return 
to us after a brief stay at RYC; and fi-
nally Rick and Beth Walker  (Mark, 
Judy, Rick, and Beth joined in late Au-
gust)  I want to thank Mark for com-
pleting his workday assignment by help-
ing with the removal and replacement 

of  dock N2. 
 
Also at the general meeting the nomi-
nees for officers were elected by unani-
mous vote. So please congratulate our 

new officers Vice Commodore Kathy 
Fedick and Rear Commodore Ron 

Hilgert. 
 
Other highlights from the general meet-

ing: 

• The Club had two productive 

meetings with the Trust. 

• The Trust has overspent their 

commitment to the Club this year 

• Priorities for the Trust next year 
will be dredging of the channel (based 
on early sounding), otherwise more 

dock replacements. 

• Dock fee will go up next year 8.04 
%.  This comes from the formula nego-
tiated in the lease and the increase will 

go to the Trust. 

• The club is in good financial shape 
and plans to spend funds for a new pa-
vilion roof, refrigerator, and refurbished 

AED next year. 

• The fall banquet will be at The Pult-
neyville Grille this year and Carol 

Secretary’s CornerSecretary’s CornerSecretary’s CornerSecretary’s Corner    
Burkwit will host.  I’m sure that Betsy 

will have more information. 

• C.R. reviewed our accomplish-
ments for this past year (which are too 

many to list here). 
 
The club will be enforcing the shoring 
policy this year for every ones safety 
and the protection of our boats.  So 
please have the proper material when 

you haul. 
 
For those who are waiting for the an-
swer to last month’s navigation prob-
lem, the answer is 25 miles.  Besides 
solving the problem graphically, you 
may have noticed that the two bearing 
in this problem are at right angles to 
each other.  So, the distance can easily 
be calculate by using the Pythagorean 
theorem [ a2 + b2 = c2 ].  Calculating the 
bearing to return to the harbor does 

get a bit more complicated. Any takers? 
 

Barry 

NOAA is offering an interesting experimental service: standard nautical charts 
that are available in booklet form in pdf files (http://ocsdata.ncd.noaa.gov/
bookletchart/). These are not for navigation--except, perhaps, in an 
emergency--but they will probably be useful for planning and reference. The 

downloads are free. The charts are somewhat reduced in scale and are chopped up into pages for printing at 
home. The booklets are designed to be printed double-sided so that adjoining pages line up. It helps a lot if you 
have access to a printer that will print double-sided; otherwise, you'll have to figure out the drill for printing 
alternate pages and then getting the other sides to print correctly.  

N-2 was set in place thanks to Russ 
Palum, Steve Sangster, Barry 
Gheer, Ron Hilgert, Bob Hamilton, 
Jon Flowerday, Greg Firtzpatrick, 
Joe Griffo, Mark Laffin, Eric Matte-
son, and Mike Saporito. 
 
Remember to work safely cradle day 
and Haul out day! 

    
 Thank You, 
  C. R. Burcroff 



genoa only, which was a new ex-
perience as well. 

Peter Quakenbush from Sodus Bay 
Yacht Club graciously set out a turn-
ing mark for us off the old lighthouse 
in Sodus, but lots of the pre-race 
discussion focused on race duration 
and shortened course provisions...all 
wasted conversation.  We had the 
traditional downwind run to Sodus, 
but the upwind was anything but 
traditional. 
With everyone racing upwind at max 
hull speed,  it was suddenly just like 
someone flicked the wind switch as 
the wind stopped suddenly and com-
pletely, and minutes later, everyone 
was left floating, spinning in the cur-
rent, only to get caught when the 
switch was suddenly turned back on, 
quite literally a few minutes later, but 
from a different direction.  The fore-
casters were predicting the shift 
from wind out of  the West to out of 
the Northeast, but no one said it was 
going to be like a right jab followed 
quickly by a left hook! This scram-

OK, I’ll confess, I don’t 
really remember the races 
early in September any 

more.  It seems like they were so 
long ago already.  I do know that we 
only had one race cancelled due to 
weather during the Summer/Fall se-
ries, and the attached picture shows 
we weren’t actually suffering too 
badly.  A gorgeous night, other than 
the total absence of any wind, with 
an even less optimistic forecast. 
This  led Fleet Captain Flowerday to 
forgoe the traditional hour long wait 
for the wind to come up, and he 
sounded the “three toot” race can-
celled signal just about the normal 
race start time.  The raft started to 
show up moments later and the ma-
jority of the fleet tied up together, 
floating in the lake near the “O” 
mark, all held in place with Jon’s 
single anchor.  We all show up on 
Thursday night to race, however this 
wasn’t a bad way to spend a calm, 
clear evening, and near everyone 
had to return to port under running 
lights. 

September also brought 
the Bown Race.  This is 
no doubt my favorite race 

of the racing program, and from the 
great turnout, I’m not the only one.  
I’m not really sure how many boats 
were out, but it was by far the big-
gest turnout I can remember.   
This year was a little different, with 
Eric reaching out to some of his 
“weight challenged friends” and 
bringing  a whole fleet of speedy 
multi-hulls to the party.  Fleet Cap-
tain Flowerday was very accommo-
dating, offering to score any multihull 
that was “interesting in putting up 
the $460 to join the club”.  All kid-
ding aside, it was a great addition to 
our sailing program, and we hope 
they’ll make it an annual affair. 
The special nature of the race 
brought out a lot of other new looks 
too, with even Glad Tidings sporting 
a spinnaker (proof attached!).  
For the first time in recent memory, 
we had more spinnaker boats than 

bled the fleets and all of us will re-
member that one for sure... but it still 
beats drifting! 

I’ve been sailing in the fleet for a 
number of years now, and without 
doubt, this was one of the most en-
joyable.  The re-birth of the spinnaker 
fleet has been most exciting.  Lots of 
new boats, new excitement, and the 
outlook looks healthier than ever. I’d 
encourage everyone to seriously 
think about giving it a try .  There’s no 
better way to use your boat more, 
and you’ll never meet a finer group of 
competitors…and a special “Thanks” 
to Fleet Captain Flowerday (Sir!) for 
making it all work. 
 

Till next season…. 
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“A day at the races”...“A day at the races”...“A day at the races”...“A day at the races”...    



Date Time Event 

March 1 2:00 pm Beach Volleyball Party 

April 25 – 26 7:00 am Launch Boats (April 26 only if needed) 

May 2 8:00 am Fleet Captain Work Day 

May 9 8:00 am First Club Work Day 

May 16 8:00 am Second Club Work Day 

May 23 1:00 pm Commodore’s Review 

May 24 9:00 am Bowersox Memorial Day Race 

May 24 5:00 pm Memorial Day Picnic 

June 6 11:00 am Commodore’s Brunch and New Member Reception 

June 6 1:00 pm General Membership Meeting / TACKY LIGHT NIGHT 

June 6 – 7 7:00 pm Jim Ely Memorial Moon Race (Full moon 6/7) Preliminary 

June 20 – 21   Scotch Bonnet Race 

June 20 1:00 pm BYO Picnic* (Cornwall Pavilion) 

July 18 9:00 am Pultneyville Homecoming and Open Boats(11 am – 1 pm)* 

July 18 1:00 – 3:00PM Ice Cream Social 

July 18 3:00 pm Fun Race 

July 31 -- August 2   Club Cruise  (Fri—Sun) 

August 8 10:00 am Ladies Skipper Race 

August 8 5:00 pm Club Roast 

August 15 1:00 pm Commodore’s Challenge* (PMI Host) 

August 22   Hospice Race (Rochester) 

September 5 9:00 am Bown Race 

September 5 5:00 pm BYO Picnic (Cornwall Pavilion) 

September 12 8:00 am First Cradle Day 

September 12 2:00 pm General Membership Meeting and Officer Elections 

September 12 4:00 pm Oktoberfest 

September 19 7:00 am First Haul-out Day (September 21 only if needed) 

October 10 8:00 am Second Cradle Day 

October 17 7:00 am Second Haul-out Day (October 19 only if needed) 

October 24 8:00 am Fleet Captain Work Day 

November 7 Evening Fall Banquet (The Pultneyville Grille) 

December 6 1:00 pm Annual General Membership Meeting; Pultneyville Fire Hall 

2009 Pultneyville Yacht Club Calendar 
Updated Jan 12, 2009 
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The 65th Anniversary PYC Fall Banquet 
at 

TheTheTheThe    
Pultneyville 

GrillGrillGrillGrill    
4135 Mill St. (Lake Road) 

Pultneyville, NY 
    

Saturday, November 7th 
Cocktails - 6:00 pm (Cash Bar) 

Dinner - 7:00 pm 

 
Dijon Apple Pork Tenderloin  
Grilled bacon wrapped pork tenderloin complimented by a dijon apple wine sauce with smashed rosemary red potatoes 
and vegetable  
 
Pan Seared Fresh Salmon 
Fresh pan seared salmon filet placed up on a bed of rice and vegetable du jour then topped with marinade grape 
tomatoes and herb vinaigrette  
 
Flat Iron Steak 
Tender hand cut, grilled to order and topped with a sweet and sour onion and house made chedder cheese polenta 
cake OR mashed potatoes with a soy reduction and vegetable du jour. 
 
All priced at $32.00 each.  Includes salad, entree and dessert; also tax and gratuity 
 
 

Name                                                                                Choice 
 

___________________________________________     _______________ 
 

___________________________________________     _______________ 
 

___________________________________________     _______________ 
 

___________________________________________     _______________ 
 

___________________________________________     _______________ 
 

___________________________________________     _______________ 
 

Total Number Attending ___________x $32.00 = __________ Total Enclosed 
 

Please send reservations to:  
 Carol and Charlie Burkwit                                                             Reservations Due by October 31, 
2009 
 P.O. Box 139                                                                                  Please be prompt! 
 Pultneyville, NY   14538 

 

 

 

 


